
Frequently Asked Questions 
Is drug testing legal? 
Yes.  The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Board of Education of Independent School District 
No. 92 v. Earls (Case No. 01-332) that student drug testing is not an unreasonable search 
under the Fourth Amendment.  The U.S. Supreme Court has upheld drug testing of 
students involved in a range of extracurricular activities, expanding the potential for such 
scrutiny beyond athletics.  Ruling, 5-4, in a case from a small district in Oklahoma, the 
court held that testing students in such activities as choir and FFA is not an unreasonable 
search under the Fourth Amendment because random drug testing reasonably serves the 
School District’s important interest in detecting and preventing drug use among its 
students.   
 
What is a “school-sponsored extracurricular activity”? 
All interscholastic athletics, cheerleading, drill team, academic clubs, special interest clubs, 
musical performances, dramatic performances, student government, and any other activity 
or group that participates in contests, competitions, or community service projects on 
behalf of or as a representative of the District, whether UIL sanctioned or not. 
 
Will parents be able to be present when students are being drug tested? 
Yes, the parent must follow the same procedures as the student when being present for 
drug testing. (empty pockets, no cell phones etc.) 
 
Where does my child turn in his/her signed consent form? 
Please have students turn in the signed consent form to the principal or to one of their 
extracurricular coaches/sponsors. 
 
How will students be chosen for testing? 
The third-party company BISD has contracted with uses a software program to randomly 
choose a list of students to be tested at various times throughout the school year. 
 
How will students be tested? 
Students will provide a saliva sample to a certified technician.  
 
What drugs will be detected by the test? 
Drugs detected by the test include marijuana, cocaine, methaqualone, benzodiazepines, 
PCP, methadone, barbiturates, propoxyphene, amphetamines, opiates, and metabolites of 
any of these substances. 
 
What happens if a student tests positive? 
All positive results must be confirmed by a second test before being reported as positive. 
When there is a positive, confirmed test result, the following steps will be taken: 

1. The technician will notify the principal. 
2. The principal or district administrator will notify the student’s parent/guardian, the 

student, and the sponsor or coach of the affected activity. The principal will inform 
the parent of the opportunity to respond to a positive test. 

3. At the meeting, the principal will give the student and parent a copy of the test 
results and provide them an opportunity to offer an explanation for the results. A 
request to retest must be made in writing within 48 hours of the meeting with the 
principal. 



Will results be reported to law enforcement? 
Results of any drug test administered under BISD’s drug testing policy will be used only to 
determine eligibility for participation in school-sponsored extracurricular activities or 
parking. 
 
Will results become part of a student’s educational record or be reported to 
teachers/district staff? 
Results will not be placed in student records. Results will be kept confidential and 
disclosed only to the student, his/her parent/guardian, and school officials with a need to 
know (as designated by the Superintendent). Test results will not be provided to districts 
outside of Bushland ISD for any reason, including through the withdrawal process. 
 
Will students be punished apart from becoming ineligible for extracurricular 
activities? 
No, there will be no other action taken against the student except for suspension from 
participating in extracurricular activities or parking privileges. 
 
How can parents appeal a removal from extracurricular activities? 
An appeal of the sanction may be instituted by the parent by giving written notice to the 
appropriate campus principal within five days. The student shall be ineligible for 
participation pending the appeal. All appeals shall utilize the procedures in FNG(LOCAL). 
 
What if a student is taking drugs prescribed by a doctor that cause them to test 
positive? 
Should a student test positive, parents/guardians will have the opportunity to provide their 
child’s medical records to show need for a prescribed drug that could show up on the drug 
test. 
 
Is there a possibility of false positives on the test? 
A false positive is not likely, but as part of the policy, any positive result requires a retest 
with a second test. 

Can an over-the-counter drug cause a false positive?  If that is the case, what 
happens? 
A false positive is possible but not probable.  The saliva tests are 99% accurate.  If a 
student or parent claims that both positive tests are the result of an over-the-counter drug, 
a third sample will be taken and sent to a lab where the cause of the positive result can be 
identified.   
 
Will the test detect steroids? 
The drug panel does not include steroids at this time. 
 
What if a parent or guardian refuses to sign the consent form? 
Without a signed consent form on file, a student will not be allowed to participate in any school-
sponsored extracurricular activity. 
 
What happens if a student refuses to be tested? 
Any student who refuses to be tested or who tampers with, or assists in tampering with, any 
sample, will be removed from extracurricular activities. If a student is in school and fails to report 
for testing at the appointed time, he/she will be removed from extracurricular activities. 



 
Will advance notice be given when the district plans to conduct testing? 
No. Students will not be notified in advance of any drug test. 

How will offenses in junior high affect students when they get to high school? 
Positive drug test results during junior high school (grades 7 and 8) shall not be used as a 
consideration for graduated sanctions beginning in high school (grades 9–12). Once a student 
begins high school (grade 9), the sanction for the first positive drug test result shall be 
commiserate with the first level of sanctions. 
 
Why are students who park on campus also included in this policy? 
Parking on campus is a privilege extended to students, and is subject to the same initial and 
random drug testing requirements as students who participate in school-sponsored extracurricular 
activities.  

Can a student ride the bus to/from school if he/she is suspended from parking on campus? 
Yes—the parent or guardian must contact the bus barn to locate bus stops. 
 
How will this be paid for and how much will it cost? 
The district has budgeted $10,000.00 into the regular budget. 

Are you the first school in Texas to conduct a student drug testing program? 
No, Bushland ISD is one of many school districts across the nation that conduct a student 
drug testing program. 
 
Why is Bushland conducting a student drug testing program? Is there a big drug 
problem? 
No. There is not a huge drug problem that has been identified. It is the hope that drug 
testing will serve as a deterrent and give students a reason to resist peer pressure to take 
drugs. Drug testing can also help to identify students that need intervention and referral for 
treatment. Drug abuse not only interferes with a student’s ability to learn, but it can also 
disrupt the teaching environment, affecting other students as well. 
 
Why are you testing students beginning in the 7th grade? 
Pre-teens and teens are especially vulnerable to drug abuse when the brain and body are 
still developing. Most do not use drugs, but for those that do, it can lead to a wide range of 
adverse effects on the brain, the body, behavior, and health. Even a single use of an 
intoxicating drug can affect a person’s judgement and decision making resulting in 
accidents, poor performance in school or sports activities, unplanned risky behavior, and 
the risk of overdosing. Repeated drug abuse can lead to serious problems such as poor 
academic outcomes, mood changes, and social/family problems caused or worsened by 
drugs. 
 
 


