
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 20, 2021 

 

Hardeman County Schools Stakeholders, 

 

The school year has started and like many other systems, all of our stakeholders are facing difficult 

situations and decisions. Our priority is to keep students and staff as safe as possible while providing for 

academic needs. This update is regarding the COVID issues currently facing our school district. As of 

yesterday, our school system had 97 (2.8%) active COVID cases from a total enrollment of  3,456. We 

have 926 (26.8%) students quarantined from exposure. 2.8% of staff have active case with 1.5% 

quarantined. We are continuing to monitor these numbers daily and will do so throughout this school year.  

 

We have a growing concern of the large number of students that are being quarantined and missing 

valuable school time that do not have any symptoms of COVID. We understand the hardship this puts on 

working families when children are not at school. In addition, we are continuing to close academic gaps 

from the lack of instructional opportunities last year. We are adapting and adjusting to frequently changing 

guidance as we navigate through complicated and changing situations, while providing our students an 

education. As a mask optional district, we are encouraging our students and staff to wear a mask for an 

additional layer of protection, as well as, an option for them to remain in school. The following Executive 

Order provides reasoning for not recommending a mask mandate at this time: 

 
On August 16, 2021, Governor Lee issued Executive Order No. 84 which states that “a student’s parent or guardian shall 

have the right to opt out of any order or requirement for a student in kindergarten through twelfth-grade to wear a face 

covering at school, on a school bus, or at school functions, by affirmatively notifying in writing the local education agency 

or personnel at the student’s school”. 

 

The following are guidelines, along with reminders, to share with everyone as we continue to make the best 

overall decisions for our school system. This will be effective Monday, August 23, 2021 until further 

notice:  

• Students/staff that wear a mask while at school (including buses) will not be required to 

quarantine by the school unless they were to have symptoms. Parents will be notified, however, 

the choice of whether to quarantine or not will be the parent’s responsibility.  

• Students/staff that have been fully vaccinated and have no symptoms are not required to 

quarantine – per the guidelines of the TN Department of Health.  

• Students/staff that have had COVID illness within the 3 previous months are not required to 

quarantine as long as they have recovered and remain symptom free.  

• Students should stay home when they have signs of any infectious illness and see their 

healthcare provider for testing and care. Remember to provide your child’s school the proper 

documentation from your healthcare provider so their absence will be excused. 

• Students will be reminded regularly of the importance of hand washing and/or use of hand 

sanitizer (located throughout the buildings). The buildings are being disinfected daily.  

• Siblings of quarantined students do not need to quarantine unless contacted by the school. 

• Reminder that if your child has any of the COVID symptoms, please do not send them to 

school. Be sure to notify your child’s school of this so both parties can work together.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. Stay safe and God Bless.  

Warner A. Ross II ~ Director of Schools 


