
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES 

 

Education is more than the grades students receive in their courses.  Students’ regular attendance at school is 

essential to their social and cultural development and helps prepare them to accept responsibilities they will face as 

adults.  Interactions with other students and participation in the instruction within the classroom enrich the learning 

environment and promote a continuity of instruction which results in high student achievement.   

 

School Day 
Students should not arrive at school before 7:30 a.m. each morning.  All non-bus students will be expected to leave 

immediately after the dismissal bell in the afternoon.  Bearden schools are not responsible for children prior to 7:30 

a.m. or later than 3:40 p.m. except during a school-sponsored activity. 

 

Attendance 

It is the responsibility of the parent(s), guardian(s) or person(s) in loco parentis to see that the student is attending 

school.  The responsible person shall call the school between 7:55 and 9:00 a.m. on the day of the absence.  The 

school personnel will make a reasonable effort, such as a telephone call, to notify the responsible person when a 

student’s absence is in question, or continues for consecutive days and the responsible person has not contacted the 

school. 

 

When returning to school after an absence, the student must bring a note from a parent or guardian.  A note should 

contain the current date, the date of absence, reason for the absence and a parent’s signature.  If a student returns 

without a note, it will be considered an unexcused absence.  The note should be presented to the office between 

7:45-7:55 a.m.   Students only have five (5) days to bring in a parent or doctor’s excuse. The school will not accept 

excuses older than five (5) days. School officials will only accept five (5) parent or guardian notes per semester.  

Additional absences will require a doctor’s excuse.  Exceptions to this policy will be made for 504 students with 

debilitating health conditions, exceptions as necessary to satisfy individualized educational programs (IEPs), school 

related programs, activity trips, or approval by the principal. 

 

After a student’s second and fifth absence from a class or school each semester, a phone call will be made or a letter 

will be sent to the parents or guardians explaining the attendance policy. (An automated system may be used.) Upon 

receipt of this notice, the responsible person should contact the school by telephone or in person for a conference 

with school authorities.  When a student has been absent from class or school for more than five days per 

semester, the prosecuting or city attorney may be notified that the student has accumulated an excessive 

amount of absences.  Parents are subject to civil penalty not to exceed $500 when the student exceeds the number 

of allowed absences. 

 

Before a student accumulates the maximum number of absences allowed in a school district’s attendance policy, the 

student or the student’s parent, guardian, or person in loco parentis may petition the school administration or school 

district administration for special arrangements to address the student’s attendance.  If special arrangements are 

granted by the school administration, a written agreement will be developed to include the conditions of the 

agreement and the consequences for failing to fulfill the requirements of the agreement.  This agreement will be 

signed by the school administrator, student’s parent, guardian, or person in loco parentis, and the student. 

*See the following for restrictions on unexcused absences. 

 

Compulsory Attendance Requirements 
According to Act 6-18-2-01, every parent, guardian, or other person having custody or charge of any child five (5) 

through seventeen (17) years on or before August 1 of the current school year, who resides, as defined by policy 

(RESIDENCE:  REQUIREMENTS), within the District shall enroll and send the child to a District school with the 

following exceptions: 

 

1. The child is enrolled in private or parochial school. 

2. The child is being homeschooled and the conditions of the home schooling policy have been met. 

3. The child will not be age six (6) on or before September 1 of that particular school year and the parent, guardian 

or other person having custody or charge of that child elects to have him/her attend kindergarten.  A 

kindergarten waiver form prescribed by regulation of the Department of Education must be signed and on file 

with the District administration office. 



4. The child has received a high school diploma or its equivalent as determined by the State Board of Education  

5. The child is age sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) and has met the requirements to enroll in an adult education 

program as defined by A.C.A 6-18-2001 (b). 

6. The child is age sixteen (16) or above and is enrolled in a post-secondary vocational technical institute, a 

community college, or a two-year or four-year institution of higher education. 

 

 If necessary, students may attend school through age 21 or until their 22nd birthday. 

 

Excused Absences 
1. The student’s illness or when attendance could jeopardize the health of other students. 

2. Death or serious illness in their immediate family. 

3. Observance of recognized holidays observed by their faith. 

4. Attendance of an appointment with a government agency. 

5. Attendance at a medical appointment. 

6. Exceptional circumstances with prior approval of the principal 

7. Participation in official school-sponsored activities. 

 

Unexcused Absences 
Absences not defined as excused or not having an accompanying note from the parent or legal guardian shall be 

considered unexcused absences.  Students shall not accumulate more than five (5) absences per semester. Anything 

above five (5) absences in a semester will be considered excessive. Students who accumulate an excessive amount 

of absences in a class for a semester may not receive credit for that class. For students with excessive absences, a 

FINS (Families In Need of Services) petition will be filed with the county juvenile services. Parents are subject to a 

civil penalty not to exceed $500 when the student exceeds the number of allowed absences.  Excessive absences for 

minor children may also be reported to the Department of Health and Human Services as educational neglect. Any 

subsequent absences (after the first five) MUST be accompanied by a medical excuse or be approved by the 

principal.  The first five (5) absences may be excused or unexcused without jeopardy of losing credit.  However, 

students may not make up work for any unexcused absence, unless a written petition from the parent or 

guardian has been approved by the principal or his/her designee. 

 

Parents will be notified when a student has accumulated two (2) and again when the student has five (5) absences in 

one semester. Notification shall be by telephone and/or by regular mail.  Students who attend in-school suspension 

(ISS) shall not be counted absent for those days.  Days missed due to expulsion or out-of-school suspension (OSS) 

shall be UNEXCUSED ABSENCES, but may not count toward allowable number of days. Excessive absences will 

not be used as a basis for expulsion or dismissal from school. 

 

Attendance and Driver’s Licenses 
The District shall notify the Department of Finance and Administration whenever a student fourteen (14) years of 

age or older is no longer in school, or is not maintaining regular attendance.  The Department of Finance and 

Administration is required to suspend the former student’s operator’s license unless he/she meets certain 

requirements specified in the code. 

 

Applicants for an instruction permit or for a driver’s license by persons less than eighteen (18) years old on October 

1 of any year are required to provide proof of a high school diploma or enrollment and regular attendance in an adult 

education program or a public, private, or parochial school prior to receiving an instruction permit.  To be issued a 

driver’s license, a student enrolled in school shall present proof of a “C” average or passing their IEP for the 

previous semester or similar equivalent grading period for which grades are reported as part of the student’s 

permanent record. 

 

Fraudulent Excuses 
A fraudulent excuse is one signed by a person other than the one whose name is signed or gives a 

false reason for the absence.  Presenting or signing a fraudulent excuse may be grounds for suspension or expulsion. 

 

Check-out of Students 



A student may only be checked out by a parent/guardian or other responsible person as listed by the parent/guardian 

on the student information sheet.  School personnel are not allowed to check-out students in lieu of parents.  For 

safety reasons, be prepared to present photo ID to check-out a student. 

 

TARDIES 
 

Promptness is an important character trait and is the responsibility of each student/parent.  Students who are late to 

class show a disregard for both the teacher and their classmates and compromise potential student achievement. If a 

student is tardy, he will be given an unexcused tardy, except in unforeseeable incidents verified by the parents.  

Oversleeping or car trouble is not an excused tardy.  Students who receive unexcused tardies will be subject to 

the disciplinary policies of their perspective campuses.   

 

A student who is tardy for class during the school day will be subject to the same punishment.  For Bearden High 

School students, arriving to class after the tardy bell and missing fifteen (15) minutes or less is considered an 

unexcused tardy (over fifteen (15) minutes is considered an absence). High School students will be notified when 

they have accumulated five (5) unexcused tardies in a semester and will be referred to the principal when nine (9) 

unexcused tardies have been accumulated.   

 

TRUANCY 
 

Truancy means that a student is not in their assigned location at a given time.  A penalty will be enforced for anyone 

guilty of truancy.  Students who are off school premises during school hours, may be located and detained by law 

enforcement or school officials.  These students may be taken into custody and returned to the school or transported 

to his or her parents or to a truancy reception center which has been designated by the school district. 

 

Note:  Parents will be notified by letter or by phone regarding each case of truancy.  Truancies could be reported to 

the proper juvenile authorities. 

 

 


