
Bearden Public Schools 

Annual Report to Public 

 

Bearden Public School held its annual open house and conducted the annual report to the 

public on August 11, 2016 at the high school gym with over 140 parents, school board 

members, faculty, and staff in attendance. The evening began with a hotdog supper at 

5:00pm for parents, students, and staff, and ended with a district carnival organized by 

the principals and teachers. Bearden School District is fully accredited according to 

Arkansas Standards for Education and AdvancED Association for Elementary and 

Secondary Schools.  

School Board Vice President’s Comments: 

Ms. Joannie Cayce (Vice President of the School Board) addressed the crowd concerning 

the Bearden School District’s Vision/Mission Statement and Core Beliefs.  Ms. Cayce 

told the parents, students, and staff that she would be praying for them to have a great 

year this school year, and to stay involved in their children’s education throughout the 

year. Vision/Mission: It is our vision and mission that each student in the Bearden School 

District is encouraged, motivated, and prepared to achieve their current and future goals. 

Other School Board members in attendance was  Mrs. Megan Rothwell.  

Superintendent’s Comments:  

The superintendent Mr. Denny Rozenberg led the pledge of allegiance to the flag and 

next thanked parents, and school board members for the opportunity to serve as the 

superintendent, and thanked parents for sending their children to the Bearden School 

District to educate.  He then thanked the district level staff: Kaye Livingston, JoHanna 

Wright, Lynda Brown, Patsy Garlington, Renee McKelvin, and Keshia Humphries for 

helping to prepare/serve the meal. He also thanked the principals, teachers, staff, and 

Kings Quest amusement for organizing and preparing for the carnival after the report to 

the public and open-house. He also thanked Mr. Emerson and the maintenance staff, 

teachers, and their family members for getting their rooms and the buildings ready for the 

school year.  

Mr. Rozenberg gave an overview of district facilities renovation the past year: track 

renovation, BES classroom renovations (2), BES bathroom renovation, completing the 

lights / fan for the high school gym, and the approved partnership grant for a new 430 

seat auditorium on the high school. The auditorium partnership grant has been approved 

by the State’s Facility Division, it is now awaiting legislative funding approval in the 

spring of 2017. Mr. Rozenberg told the crowd that the district had applied for a state 

facilities partnership grant (estimated 60% state matching funds), and that we would also 

be asking patrons to extend the debt millage of the high school during year (2017-18) 

school year to help generate about $1 Million for this project and a parking lot for 

elementary. This would not increase any patron’s taxes; only extend the current 9.9 debt 

service millage to generate more funds for future building projects. The district’s 

academic status status is currently “Needs Improvement”, BHS: Literacy/Math, BES: 

Literacy. Mr. Rozenberg then introduced the building principals to make their building’s 

Report to the Public comments.  

 

 

 



 

Bearden Elementary 

Mrs. Sonya Launius recognized Bearden Elementary staff and introduced new staff 

members: teachers: Mrs. Amy Ray—elementary music. Mrs. Launius reported that 

Bearden Elementary School was a fully accredited, and that BES students increased their 

scores on the ACT Aspire from the previous PARCC scores. Grades 3-6 took the ACT 

Aspire in April, 2016. 70% of all students, in 3-6 passed the English portion and 45% 

passed the Math portion. Reading and Science scores were 24% and writing scores 22%. 

According to the Arkansas Department of Education, because this past spring testing was 

a pilot year, BES still remains with the status of “Needing Improvement” until Literacy 

scores improve. She added that over 85% of the entire K-6 grade student body made a 

95% or above in conduct last spring which they attended our fishing trip to White Oak 

Lake as an award. Mrs. Launius also told parents that the Bearden School District has 

adopted the new Arkansas State Standards in Math, Science, and Literacy in lieu of the 

Common Core State Standards, and the staff has begun the revision process in developing 

and aligning our curriculum with these new standards. Mrs. Launius told parents that 

school started at 7:55am, dismissed at 3:25pm,  and reminded parents about the drop-off 

points and that the parking lot was closed to parent traffic from 7am—8:30am for the 

safety of students. She also discussed the school’s absentee policy.  

 

Bearden High School  
Mrs. Felicia Doster reported that Bearden High School was fully accredited, with a 

building status of “Needs Improvement”, and working on the transition to new 

curriculum standards in all areas. She recognized the BHS staff and introduced two new 

staff members: Mr. Lavell Wright—Business, and Mrs. Amy Ray—Instrumental/Vocal 

Music.  She discussed new ACT Aspire test scores that are given in grades 7—10 and 

11
th

 grade ACT testing. 56% of the 167 students tested at BHS scored Ready level in 

English. Ready means that they are on target or grade level. Reading scores were 26%, 

ready, writing 25%, math 16%, and 13% in Science. The highest scores were in English 

Language Arts and the 7
th

 grade English, Bearden High School Students Exceeded the 

National Ready Average scores. Our targeted or focus subject as identified by the state 

and locally is Science. She also reported there was an average increase in ACT scores for 

last year’s juniors at BHS. Instead of offering added programs to increase scores, in all 

subjects, our instructors will be increasing rigor and seeking to increase Depth of 

Knowledge or the ability of students to manipulate and use information in real world 

scenarios. Reading and writing will be taught across the curriculum. Basically, our 

classroom instruction will meet the needs of ALL students. She also reminded parents 

that all students would be offered a free breakfast this year, reduced lunch students would 

eat free lunches / breakfasts, the majority of school supplies would continued to 

purchased by the district, seniors would continue to receive college credit courses free on 

SAU Tech’s campus (paid by the district), and all students would be eligible to take up to 

6 hours of credit on campus through the business department.  

 

Mr. Rozenberg concluded the open house by recognizing Chelsey Bailey the school nurse 

and Coach Ernie Horstkamp ( athletic director). Coach Horstkamp gave an update on 

upcoming scrimmage games.  Mr. Rozenberg then reminded everyone to go by and visit 



the buildings and meet their children’s teachers, and then come back to the high school 

for the school carnival. He wished everyone a great and successful year.  

 

Bearden Principals:  Mrs. Felicia Doster—Bearden High School Principal, and Mrs. 

Sonya Launius—Bearden Elementary Principal. 

 

3 yr Asbestos Building Survey: As a result of our recent building survey concerning 

asbestos, we are pleased to announce that areas of the building which were found to 

contain asbestos pose no immediate health problems. However, in the interest of future 

safety, Bearden School District has drafted and put into action an operations and 

management plan to safely manage all affected areas. This management plan is available 

for your reading from the hours of 9:00am to 3:00pm Monday through Friday at the 

Superintendents office. Should you have any questions, please call Mr. Rozenberg at 

870-687-2236. 


