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Philosophy 

It is the philosophy of Bearden Schools that a meaningful society is one made up of individuals 

who lead useful lives.  In order to prepare our students to lead useful lives, every effort is made 

by the faculty, staff, and administration to provide each student the opportunity to foster his 

maximum growth and development.  Feeling that the school environment is a microcosm of 

society, we strive to involve each student in the total program. 

 

In order to make the educational process meaningful to each student, it is necessary to make the 

learning process relevant to this daily life.  Realizing that our students will become a part of a 

complex society, we endeavor to prepare them to cope with society’s demands and 

responsibilities as young adults. 

 

Each student has a desire to learn and should be afforded the opportunity to cultivate his growth 

and accept his responsibilities as a productive individual. 

 

We believe the community is a vital resource to the educational process; therefore, we encourage 

community involvement at all levels of public education. 

 

Our overall philosophy as a public service is to provide a quality education to our students. 

Therefore, we feel that every child who enters our school will find friendship and understanding 

by our cooperative efforts to make the best possible environment for him to live and grow, laugh, 

and learn. 

 

As we teach the essential skills of learning, we will give help, instruction, and examples of good 

citizenship, good workmanship, and the democratic principles that lead to the ability to live with 

others with a maximum of happiness, usefulness, and security. 

 

Our academic endeavors must encompass a total education that is current, relevant, and all-

inclusive to develop a mastery of essential practical skills, knowledge of the social heritage, and 

an understanding of the world as it is and as it is becoming. It must instill a loyalty to the great 

values of a free society, and by necessity, must stress the universal in the total human heritage.  It 

must stimulate and encourage creative thinking, the dignity of work, and the pursuit of 

happiness. 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Bearden School District, in partnership with the community, provides the highest quality of 

education to all students by enabling them to make positive lifelong choices, to strengthen our 

community, and to successfully participate in a diverse and global society. 

 

Bearden School District will ensure that our students have a safe learning environment free of 

bullying, drugs, and weapons. 

 

 

 

 



Goal 1:  How will the LEA foster effective parental involvement strategies and support 

partnership among school, parents, and the community to improve student achievement? 

 

To improve student achievement, the LEA will foster effective parental involvement strategies 

and support partnership among school, parents, and the community by the following: 

 The Parent Coordinator, Sonya Launius, Parent Facilitators, Susan Holmes and Mona 

Cayce, teachers and other staff members working in Title I schools will meet with parents 

to refine the School-Parent-Compact.  The compact will be completed by teachers, 

parents, and students at the beginning of each year and placed on file the school.  At the 

time the compact is signed, the parent will be provided a statement attesting to the 

district’s commitment to parental involvement. 

 The parent coordinator, Sonya Launius, along with parent facilitators from each school, 

Mona Cayce at BHS and Susan Holmes at BES will conduct a committee meeting of 

teachers and parents to review and update the parent involvement plan and file a copy of 

the plan with the Arkansas Department of Education by November 15, 2016.  The 

completed plan will be constructed to conform to Act 603 and 307 and will carry out the 

parental involvement requirements of Act 397 and requirements in section 1118.  The 

plan will describe the specific components and activities to be conducted by the school. 

 A parent center will be open at the school.  The center will serve as a place where the 

school and the home can meet to share ideas about the education process, where the 

parent can obtain information about how they can assist at home and in the school, and 

serve as a resource for parents as they become involved with the school.  Informative 

Family Kits will be placed in the center if parents need additional copies. 

 An annual Title I meeting will be held with parents and citizens of the school community.  

The meeting will include a review of the plans for the upcoming year and any problems 

within the school.  The meeting will be designed to inform parents of all aspects of the 

school wide program and to answer any questions these persons may have about the 

programs at the school. 

 Activities will be conducted to ensure that all children have a smooth transition into the 

public school and kindergarten programs will include the following:  1.) Sonya Launius, 

Principal, Kindergarten teachers, and early childhood program leaders will conduct 

meeting with parents and their children to inform them of the requirements and items 

needed to begin school, 2.) provide children with a walk-through of the facility and a visit 

to a kindergarten classroom, 3.) invite parents and their children to appropriate school 

functions or activities, 4.) inform parents of the schedules, activities, and any changes 

prior to registration.  This same procedure will be followed for all parents and students 

entering a school for the first year.   

 The district will ensure that parents of children with disabilities or limited English 

proficiency have the same access as other parents including information in a language 

and from they can understand. 

 The district will appoint a parent facilitator for each school.  Mona Cayce is the parental 

involvement facilitator for Bearden High School, 870-687-2913.  Susan Holmes is the 

parental involvement facilitator for Bearden Elementary School, 870-687-2237. 

 The district will implement successful programs and strategies to involve parents in all 

aspects of the school and pair these parents with school staff to improve student 

achievement.  The programs will address, but will not be limited to, the items specified in 



Act 307 of 2007. Components of such programs will include 1.) informational packets 

being developed, printed, and distributed to parents at the beginning of the school year, 

2.) parent involvement meetings scheduled and conducted a minimum of four times 

during the year, 3.) volunteer resource books will be developed by teachers working 

closely with parents and the parent facilitator, 4.) process for parents to follow and 

resolve concerns will be placed in the student handbook and distributed to parents and 

placed in the school, 5.) parents of high schools students will be informed through two 

seminars as to how they can be involved in decisions effecting their children, 6.) parents 

will be encouraged to organize and take part in a parent advisory committee.  

 A parent advisory committee will be held each year to review the effectiveness of the 

district parental involvement plan.  Parents will be included in the revision process as 

well as planning process.  Other items will be reviewed and revisited in these meetings 

such as ACSIP review and the District Mission Statement/purpose. 

 The district will use the E-Notes calling system, local newspapers and radio, and student 

communication folders/planners to inform parents of student activities, meetings, school 

updates, programs, etc. 

 

Goal 2:  How will the district provide coordination, technical assistance, and other support 

necessary to assist participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent 

involvement? 

 

The district will provide coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist 

participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent involvement in the following 

ways: 

 

 District funds will be used to provide activities for parents to encourage those persons to 

take a more active role in the education of children and to become equal partners with the 

school.  Activities may include parent meetings, forums, and other activities that promote 

responsible parenting as well as a Fall Harvest Carnival, a Daddy-Daughter/Mommy-Son 

Dance, and a Family Fun STEM Night. 

 Teachers will be provided with two hours and administrators with three hours of parental 

involvement training every year to enhance the involvement of parents in all phases of 

the school program. 

 The district will support a representative from each of the Bearden Schools to attend the 

annual Parental Involvement Conference. 

 Two parent-teacher conferences will be held at each school during the year.  Additional 

conferences may be scheduled as needed. 

 Surveys will be conducted with parents annually to determine interest levels for 

volunteering and to gather feedback on the effectiveness of the parental involvement 

plan.  The parental involvement committee will tabulate the results, publish the survey 

instrument used, and provide information on the results of the survey.  The committee 

will use the results to plan and implement more effective programs in the future. 

 A teacher at each school will be selected to serve as a parent facilitator to organize and 

manage parent involvement activities at the school. Mona Cayce is the parental 

involvement facilitator for Bearden High School, 870-687-2913.  Susan Holmes is the 

parental involvement facilitator for Bearden Elementary School, 870-687-2237. The 



district will pay the parent facilitators a stipend for assuming duties such as assisting in 

the development of the parental involvement plan, organizing and conducting parent 

meetings, keeping updated materials in the parent center, and keeping teachers and 

parents informed of upcoming parent involvement events. 

 The parental involvement coordinator, Sonya Launius, and the two parent involvement 

facilitators will conduct ongoing site visits to observe parental involvement practices 

among teachers, administrators, and classified employees.  Conversations will take place 

in team meetings and PLC meetings concerning activities that will promote parental 

involvement to gain input from all members of the district.  Many members of the district 

are parents themselves and are associated with many other families outside of the district.  

The insight gained will assist in keeping the plan current. 

 The district will employ a parental involvement coordinator to work closely with parents 

and the parent facilitators to develop and meet the requirements of the parental 

involvement plan. The coordinator will monitor the parental involvement practices as 

well as ensure flexible times are available to meet parent needs for meetings.  The 

parental involvement coordinator and facilitators will pass out parental involvement plans 

and other printed information in the car-pick-up line while parents are waiting for school 

to dismiss; develop and hand-out fliers inviting them to the parent facility explaining the 

use and times available; assist during open-house, parent-teacher conferences, and other 

night events to ensure parents sign-in, receive materials, and participate in activities to 

promote the use of technology and literacy/math strategies. 

 

Goal 3:  How will the district build the school’s capacity for strong parental involvement? 

 

The district will build the school’s capacity for strong parent involvement in the following ways: 

 

 The district will support a district wide parent center.  The center will be open each 

school day and one evening each week. 

 The parental involvement coordinator, Sonya Launius, will involve parents and students 

as speakers at parental involvement meetings to build relationships and encourage 

stronger parental involvement. 

 The parental involvement coordinator, Sonya Launius, will ensure all parents are notified 

of parental involvement meetings and encourage their attendance, suggestions, concerns 

and ideas through printed material as well as using the E-Notes automated 

communication system. 

 The Parental Involvement Coordinator, Sonya Launius, will combine school committees 

such Indistar/School Improvement Team and Parental Involvement committee to evaluate 

the district plan ensuring it is aligned with state and national goals for parental 

involvement.  These meetings will ensure parents’ ideas are included in district planning. 

 The Parental Involvement Coordinator, Sonya Launius, will provide all parents and 

parents of students receiving Title I services information such areas as national, state, and 

local education goals in a way that is easy to understand and in their appropriate language 

as well as provide them with access to school personnel so they can contact the school 

with questions, concerns, ideas, etc.  The school website will be another avenue for 

parents to gain access to communicating with teachers. 

 



 

 

Goal 4:  How will the district conduct, with the involvement of parents, ongoing evaluation 

of the content and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy as it relates to strategies 

for increasing parental participation and identifying barriers to greater participation? 

 

The district and the parental involvement coordinator, Sonya Launius, will conduct, with the 

involvement of parents, an annual meeting with the parental involvement committee to evaluate, 

update, and revise the parental involvement plan.  \ 

 

The committee will continually search for strategies for increasing parental involvement, 

evaluate the content, and identify barriers to greater participation.   

 

The parental involvement survey will be given to parents annually, each school will conduct 

regular parent meetings, and a representative will attend the annual parental involvement 

conference to keep abreast of new requirements and successful ideas and strategies. 

 

The parental involvement coordinator, Sonya Launius, will make sure the evaluation findings, 

recommendations made, and suggestions are used in the revision process of the school plans as 

well as the district plan and disseminate the revised plans to all parents through parent meetings, 

school events, and the car-rider line as parents wait for their children to exit the building.   

 

Goal 5:  How will the district involve parents in the joint development of the district Title I 

Application under Section 1112 (ACSIP)? 

 

The district parent involvement coordinator, Sonya Launius, will involve parents in the joint 

development of the district Title I Application under Section 1112 by including parents as 

members on the ACSIP and other district and school committees.  These committees will be 

joined together to form a Parent Advisory Committee which will be used to discuss ways to 

address the needs of the students in each school as well as district needs. Parent input and 

membership of such committees is encouraged by addressing this information at the annual 

report to the public as well as each parental involvement meeting during the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 


