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BEARDEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BEARDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Date: 17 July 2020 

 

 

To: Students, Parents and Community 

From: Denny Rozenberg, Bearden Superintendent 

 

Subject: Bearden School District Return to School Information Letter #1  

 
Dear Students, Parents and Community:  

 

We know you and your families are looking forward to having a great 2020-21 school year and 

have many concerns on how the new school year will look. This past school year was very 

challenging for you, parents and school district staff due to COVID-19 pandemic precautions. 

We would like to thank and commend all of you for your strength, resilience and support as we 

worked together to complete the 2019-20 school year.  The Bearden School District is in the 

process of planning / preparing for re-entry for BES / BHS students / staff on August 24th. We 

continue to be flexible and prepared to react to guidance released by Governor Hutchinson, the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), and the Arkansas Health 

Department (ADH). Our goal at the Bearden School District is to return to five day per 

week face-to-face instruction. We will work together to educate and overcome COVID-19. 

 

Currently, the Bearden School Board (July 9, 2020) has approved the return to school under re-

entry Level 2 (p.6) and re-opening in Phase II (p.9) of our COVID-19 Pandemic Return to 

School Plan—Draft—14 July 2020 as developed by our Ready to Learn Team. 

(www.beardenschools.org)  

 

Level 2 encompasses the time when there is minimal to moderate community / state spread of 

the COVID-19 virus. During this period, the Bearden School District will coordinate with the 

Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) / DESE and implement social distancing strategies in the 

school setting. In addition, the district will plan to accommodate the needs of staff, students, and 

families at high risk.  

 

Re-Opening in Phase II: Partial / Blended Attendance (limited / requested homebound 

students). Students will be divided into two groups (Group 1 / Group 2 or A/B) 50% of the 

students in Bearden Elementary School (BES) and Bearden High School (BHS) will attend 

school face-to-face two days per week and three days per week using blended learning: (Virtual, 

On-line, AMI packets, etc.) The purpose of this phase is reduce the potential spreading of 

COVID-19 and limit the total number of students on each campus and being transported daily to 

more manageable numbers on social distancing and their contact with the entire student body at 

once. We will re-evaluate this option after the first 4 weeks of school.   

 

http://www.beardenschools.org/
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Option 1 - Hybrid or Blended Learning Environment 
 

This option is for families that are not comfortable beginning in the traditional setting. However, 

these students and families intend to transition back to in-person instruction. Our student 

population will be divided in half, with each half reporting to school on alternating days and 

participating in distance learning during days scheduled at home.  
 

Group 1 students will attend school in-person on Monday and Tuesday. Group 1 students will 

learn utilizing distance learning on Wednesday and Thursday. Group 1 students will use Fridays 

for blended learning activities and teachers may also set aside time for interaction with students / 

parents at home and remedial groups. Students may also need to complete their weekly 

assignments. In addition, students and parents have the opportunity to communicate 

questions/concerns with classmates, teachers, counselors, and administrators. 
 

Group 2 students will attend school in-person on Wednesday and Thursday. Group 2 students 

will learn utilizing distance learning on Monday and Tuesday. Group 2 students will use Fridays 

to complete their weekly assignments. In addition, students and parents have the opportunity to 

communicate questions/concerns with classmates, teachers, counselors, and administrators. 

Meals will be sent home as requested for Group 1 students on Tuesdays and Group 2 students on 

Thursday. Self-Contained resource students may request 4 days per week attendance.  
 

Option 2 - Online Learning - Distance Learning Model 
 

This model allows families greater flexibility; especially for high risk students or students with 

high risk family members that live in their home. Students will be presented instruction at their 

home of record using Virtual, On-line, AMI Packets, etc. This will be dependent upon each 

student's access to electronic devices and a reliable internet access. The district will do its best to 

help ensure students that need a device are furnished with one and are able to access the internet, 

where applicable. The district may partner with area community centers, city libraries, fire 

departments, and churches to help provide students in remote areas with the internet.  
 

BES and BHS will utilize their Learning Management System (LMS)—Wisdom (via our district 

website) to help ensure students are provided a viable and current curriculum content. There is 

currently a Return to School Instructional Option Survey to be completed by parents by July 24th 

for their students via our district website or paper version that allows parents to choose either 

Option #1 or Option #2.  

 

We will have more information in late July / early August as we receive guidance from the 

Governor / DESE and finalize our returning to school plans. We want to partner with our 

students, parents, and the community to help ensure that all of our students get a great education 

under the safest conditions. We thank all of you for completing your surveys and feedback on 

returning to school. I am also attaching the approved Bearden School District 20-21 Calendar to 

help plan the remainder of your summer. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, 

please feel free to reach out to our Ready to Learn Team members, principals or the 

superintendent. (1-833-423-2733)  

 

Sincerely,  

Denny Rozenberg, Bearden Superintendent 


