
August 10, 2017 

Bearden School Board Meeting 

Superintendent’s Office 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:                                                          MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Doris Parham, President                                                             

Joannie Cayce, Vice President                                                    

Doug Easterling, Secretary  

Adam Bailey                                                        

Tony Harcrow 

Megan Rothwell 

Bobby Steelman   

Renee McKelvin, Interim Superintendent                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Kaye Livingston 

Guest: Laron Hayes, Cody Rothwell 

 

Opening prayer by Doug Easterling. 

  

Motion made by Bobby Steelman to approve the July minutes.  Second by Tony 

Harcrow. Passed unanimously.    

 

Motion made by Megan Rothwell to approve the financial statement and August bills.  

Seconded by Tony Harcrow.  Passed unanimously. 

 

Mrs. McKelvin presented to the board the 2017-2018 Preliminary Special 

Programs/ASCIP/Federal Budget and State Aid Notice.  Motion made by Tony Harcrow 

to approve the 2017-2018 Preliminary Special Programs/ASCIP/Federal Budget.  

Seconded by Joannie Cayce.  Passed unanimously.   

 

Motion made by Joannie Cayce to accept the resignation from Tracye Wright, elementary 

teacher effective immediately. Seconded by Adam Bailey. Passed unanimously. 

 

Mrs. McKelvin reported that Debbie Ray has been hired as a long-term substitute for 

Shelby Nimmo’s kindergarten class, while Mrs. Nimmo is out due to her son’s illness. 

 

Motion made by Bobby Steelman to hire Larry Reeder as high school science teacher and 

assistant coach. Mr. Reeder’s contract will be for 1st semester only, at his request. The 

board will consider his contract for 2nd semester if Mr. Reeder chooses to continue 

working. Motion seconded by Joannie Cayce. Passed unanimously.  

 

Megan Rothwell recused herself from the room, because the board would be discussing 

Cody Rothwell. Cody is Mrs. Rothwell’s brother-in-law.  

 

Motion made by Joannie Cayce to hire Cody Rothwell as elementary teacher for the 

2017-2018 school year on the grounds that Cody was the only qualified applicant for the 

position.  Seconded by Tony Harcrow. Passed unanimously.  



 

Doris Parham recused herself from the room, because the board would be discussing 

whether to hire Annette Mahan.  Annette is Mrs. Parham’s sister-in-law. 

 

Motion made by Adam Bailey to hire Annette Mahan as LEA Supervisor secretary for 

the 2017-2018 school year.  Mrs. Mahan has medicaid billing experience and was the 

only applicant qualified for the position. Seconded by Bobby Steelman. Passed 

unanimously. 

 

Mrs. McKelvin informed the board that Kiana Berry and Brandon Jordan had been hired 

as summer maintenance workers.   

 

Mrs. McKelvin gave a update on the Community Food Pantry that is being held in one of 

the middle school rooms. She stated that she received good reports from Co-Chair Jana 

McWhorter and volunteer Don Cain.  The program pays the school district $50.00 per 

month for electricity usage.  The board decided to continue the program and review 

annually.  

 

Motion made by Doug Easterling to approve and sign the Resolution ACT 1599 that 

requires the notification to the school board, all contracts, relationships, and interest with 

specific vendors.  Seconded by Tony Harcrow.  Passed unanimously  

 

Mrs. McKelvin reported that the policy changes that had been on the agenda to discuss 

would be presented at the next board meeting.  

 

The board members were reminded about the upcoming APSRC training at the South 

Central Cooperative in Camden on October 24, 2017. 

 

The upcoming school board election and millage extension was discussed. 

 

Mrs. McKelvin reported that all of the classified employees had completed the worker’s 

comp training.  The certified employees will meet for their training in August during their 

PLC meeting.  

 

Mrs. McKelvin reported that new sinks/cabinets were built and put in both student 

bathrooms in the commons area at the high school.  

 

The following sealed bids were presented: 

 

Table Saw: Laron Hayes- $35.00 

Bus #99: Mitchell McDill - $1,601.00 

 

Motion made by Adam Bailey to accept the bid of $35.00 from Laron Hayes for the table 

saw that had been advertised for sale. This was the only bid turned in.  The minimum bid 

criteria was $50.00. Mr. Hayes had left his bid with Mr. Rozenberg when he retired in 



November and stated that if the saw was ever for sale, he would like for his bid to be 

considered. Motion seconded by Tony Harcrow. Passed unanimously.  

 

Motion made by Adam Bailey to accept the bid for bus #99 from Mitchell McDill of Hot 

Springs for $1601.00. Seconded by Bobby Steelman. Passed unanimously.  

 

Doris Parham stated that General Dynamics is donating 25 laptops to the school district.  

 

The next school board meeting will be, Tuesday, September 12, 2017 beginning at 6pm.  

 

Adam Bailey complemented how well the schools looked for Open House.  

 

Motion made by Megan Rothwell to adjourn.  Seconded by Doug Easterling. 

Passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

President 

 

_____________________________ 

Secretary  


