
Conflicts of the Cold War

The blockade of Berlin was the result of a situation which 
developed mainly as a consequence of decisions made during the war. It was the 
climax of one phase of a planned and deliberate attempt by the Russians to 
force the Western allies out of Berlin. 

The Potsdam Agreement consisted of a comparatively short 
statement of principle and was not a statute book for the government of 
Germany. Consequently, co-operation and good faith on the part of the allies 
was required if a coordinated and effective government of Berlin was to be 
obtained. Unfortunately, the Russian attitude prevented this. 

Owing to this lack of collaboration, the four power control of 
Berlin was bound to fail and gradually the administration of the Eastern and 
Western sectors of the city grew farther apart until the sectors became virtually 
two separate cities with separate city governments and separate police forces. 
The split between the two sectors was made complete by the Allied currency 
reform which was introduced in June 1948. This was caused by the Soviets 
refusal to co-operate and resulted in each sector having a different currency. 

Sources: Extracts from the final report of the British Air Ministry on the Berlin Blockade, published in 1950 
Cartoon produced by an American pilot serving in the Berlin Airlift

1) According to the document above,  What caused the rift between the 
Russians (Soviet Union) and the Western Allies that lead to the 
blockade/airlift of 1948 ? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

2) According to the cartoon, what was the importance of the Airlift to West 
Berlin and the American pilots who participated? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________



3)

3) According to the map, what 
countries were involved in the Korean 
War? 
________________________________
________________________________
4) Why do you think the map is colored
with 3 different colors? Explain.

________________________________
________________________________
5) How close did the North Korean 
troops get to taking over all of South
Korea? 
________________________________
________________________________
6) How far into North Korean
Territory did the South Koreans get?
________________________________
________________________________
7) Who gained from the Korean War 
according to the map? Explain.
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________



Cuban Missile Crisis

The threat of nuclear war was obvious in the Cuban Missile Crisis 
of 1962. This excerpt, from President John F. Kennedy’s speech to 
the American people, explains the U.S. position:

. . . We have unmistakable evidence that a series of offensive 
missile sites is now being built on that island. . . . Cuba has been 
made into an important strategic base by the presence of these 
long-range offensive weapons of sudden mass destruction. This is 
an open threat to the peace and security of all of the Americas. 
Our objective must be to prevent the use of these missiles against 
this or any other country.

We must secure their withdrawal from the Western Hemisphere. . .  
I call upon Chairman Khrushchev (Soviet Union’s leader) to halt and 
eliminate this secret and reckless threat to world peace.

8) What is the basis for President Kennedy’s demand that the 
missiles be removed from Cuba?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

After Kennedy ordered a quarantine of all offensive military 
equipment being sent into Cuba, Premier Khrushchev responded 

with this message:

Mr. President, the Soviet government decided to help Cuba with 
means of defense against outside attack.

These weapons were only meant for defensive purposes. We have 
supplied them to prevent aggression against Cuba. . . . With respect 
and confidence I accept the statement set forth in your message of 
October 27, 1962. You said then that Cuba will not be attacked or 

invaded by any country of the Western

Hemisphere. . . . We have given the order to discontinue building 
the installations. We shall dismantle them and withdraw them to the 

Soviet Union.

9) How does Khrushchev explain why missiles were placed in Cuba 
and why they could now be removed?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Photo: Castro (left), and Khrushchev (right)



Vietnam War

My fellow Americans, I am sure you can recognize from what I have said 

that we really only have two choices open to us if we want to end this 

war. 

--I can order an immediate, precipitate withdrawal of all Americans from

Vietnam without regard to the effects of that action. 

--Or we can persist in our search for a just peace through a negotiated

settlement if possible, or through continued implementation of our plan

for Vietnamization if necessary—a plan in which we will withdraw all our

forces from Vietnam on a schedule in accordance with our program, as 

the South Vietnamese become strong enough to defend their own 

freedom. 

I have chosen the second course. It is not the easy way. It is the right way. 

It is a plan which will end the war and serve the cause of peace—not just 

in Vietnam but in the Pacific and in the world. 

In speaking of the consequences of a precipitate withdrawal, I mentioned 

that our allies would lose confidence in America. 

Far more dangerous, we would lose confidence in ourselves. Oh, the

immediate reaction would be a sense of relief that our men were coming

home. But as we saw the consequences of what we had done, inevitable 

remorse and divisive recrimination would scar our spirit as a people. 

We have faced other crises in our history and have become stronger be

rejecting the easy way out and taking the right way in meeting our 

challenges. Our greatness as a nation has been our capacity to do what 

had to be done when we knew our course was right. 

10) According to Nixon’s speech, did all 

American’s support America’s involvement in 

Vietnam?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

11) What 2 options (to end the war) were open to 

Nixon?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

12) What would be the consequences of an early

American withdrawal from the war?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

13) Why does President Nixon believe the course of

action he has chosen is the “right” one? Explain.

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Vietnam War protest 

march, Associated Press,

1965.

Nixon won the 1968 election with his campaign for ending the Vietnam War with an honorable 

peace. Nixon delivered an address to the nation now referred to as "The Silent Majority Speech" on 

November 3, 1969. Nixon laid out a plan for the end of the war through the process of diplomatic 

negotiation and Vietnamization.



Conclusion
To what extent was the United States successful in containing communism during the Cold War? Explain your response using 

textual evidence from the documents you read.

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion Activity
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United States Perspective
Source A

1) Sourcing. Who wrote this source, when?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
2) What was “the shadow” that had fallen over the world 
according to Churchill’s speech?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
3) How did the people of Great Britain view the Russian 
people?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
4) What lies behind the Iron Curtain? What do these 
place have in common?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
5) Why is communism in Eastern Europe a threat to 
Great Britain and the United States?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Source C (U.S. Perspective)
1) What evidence does Keenan provide that shows that 
the Russian people themselves can live peacefully with 
the United States?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
2) Summarize the 4 steps the U.S. should take in dealing 
with Russia?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Soviet Union’s Perspective
Source B

1) In what ways does Stalin compare Churchill to 
Hitler?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2) How does Stalin justify his desire for Eastern 
Europe to be communist?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3) How does Stalin portray the communist people?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Source C (Soviet Union’s Perspective)
1) What 2 capitalist nations are considered the 
greatest threat to the Soviet Union?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2) What benefit do capitalist conflicts hold for the 
Soviet Union? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3) Why should no opportunity be missed to create 
conflict between capitalist countries?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

How did the 

perspectives 

of  the U.S. 

and Soviet 

Union differ 

at the end of  

WWII that 

affected 

world Peace 

for decades 

to come?



Background Info: The Soviet Union and the United States
Relations between the Soviet Union and the United States were driven by a complex interplay of ideological, political, and economic 
factors, which led to shifts between cautious cooperation and often bitter superpower rivalry over the years. Although World War II 
brought the two countries into alliance, based on the common aim of defeating Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union's aggressive, 
antidemocratic policy toward Eastern Europe had created tensions even before the war ended. The distinct differences in the political 
systems of the two countries often prevented them from reaching a mutual understanding on key policy issues and even, as in the case 
of the Cuban missile crisis, brought them to the brink of war. 
The Soviet Union and the United States stayed far apart during the next three decades of superpower conflict and the nuclear and
missile arms race. Beginning in the early 1970s, the Soviet regime proclaimed a policy of detente and sought increased economic 
cooperation and disarmament negotiations with the West. However, the Soviet stance on human rights and its invasion of Afghanistan 
in 1979 created new tensions between the two countries. These tensions continued to exist until the dramatic democratic changes of 
1989-91 led to the collapse of the Communist system and opened the way for an unprecedented new friendship between the United 
States and Russia, as well as the other new nations of the former Soviet Union. 
Sources:  

http://voiceseducation.org/sites/default/files/images/Mashall_Plan.jpghttp://www.bing.com/images/search?q=1950s+Cold+War+Political+Cartoons&view=detailv2&&&id=CC60B29F6673D56DA35E4B
019E3939A2FBFAD321&selectedIndex=75&ccid=leYL0gCx&simid=607999208799928419&thid=JN.9sCsxdebFXoUMzyYro4TKA&ajaxhist=0http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_ouxxa0eFam8/SpGFVFAjJKI/AAAAAA
AAEco/ltTbv6oSPdM/s400/poster-18.jpghttp://www.octavarius.com/blog/soviet-propaganda-from-the-cold-war/

How did the perspectives of  

the U.S. and Soviet Union 

differ at the end of  WWII that 

affected world Peace for 

decades to come?

Student Activity:

1) Read all of  the sources provided. As you read, answer the 

comprehension questions for each document to guide your 

understanding of  the source.

2) Once you have completed the comprehension questions, 

write a “Poem from 2 Perspectives” using the handout 

provided.



United States Perspective
Source A

1) Sourcing. Who wrote this source, when?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
2) What was “the shadow” that had fallen over the world 
according to Churchill’s speech?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
3) How did the people of Great Britain view the Russian 
people?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
4) What lies behind the Iron Curtain? What do these 
place have in common?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
5) Why is communism in Eastern Europe a threat to 
Great Britain and the United States?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Source C (U.S. Perspective)
1) What evidence does Keenan provide that shows that 
the Russian people themselves can live peacefully with 
the United States?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
2) Summarize the 4 steps the U.S. should take in dealing 
with Russia?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Soviet Union’s Perspective
Source B

1) In what ways does Stalin compare Churchill to 
Hitler?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2) How does Stalin justify his desire for Eastern 
Europe to be communist?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3) How does Stalin portray the communist people?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Source C (Soviet Union’s Perspective)
1) What 2 capitalist nations are considered the 
greatest threat to the Soviet Union?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2) What benefit do capitalist conflicts hold for the 
Soviet Union? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3) Why should no opportunity be missed to create 
conflict between capitalist countries?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

How did the 

perspectives 

of  the U.S. 

and Soviet 

Union differ 

at the end of  

WWII that 

affected 

world Peace 

for decades 

to come?



United States Perspective
Source D

1) Who was a threat to Greece and Turkey in 1947?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2) What would be the result of not providing Greece 
and Turkey with $400 million in aid?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Source E
1) What would be the result of Europe not receiving 
aid?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2) Why would Europe need so much assistance at 
this time (notice the year)?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Source G
1) What countries were members of the NATO 
alliance?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2) What did all these countries have in common?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
3) Who do they view as a threat? (see Source H for 
help)
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Soviet Union’s Perspective
Source F

1) What are the motives of the United States from the 
perspective of the Soviet Union?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
2) How does the United States benefit by helping 
Europe, according to the Soviet Union?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
3) Does the Soviet Union support the Marshall Plan and 
Truman Doctrine? Provide evidence to support your 
response.
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Source H
1) What does the Soviet Union believe are the United 
States’ motives for forming NATO? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Source I
1) What countries were members of the Warsaw Pact 
alliance?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
2) What did all these countries have in common?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
3) Why was the Warsaw Pact created?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

How did the 

perspectives 

of  the U.S. 

and Soviet 

Union differ 

at the end of  

WWII that 

affected 

world Peace 

for decades 

to come?



United States Perspective
Source L

1) Describe Cartoon L.
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2) Why is one question mark bigger than the 
other?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2) What is the overall message of the cartoon?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Source M
1) Describe Cartoon M.
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2) What is the wall trying to contain?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3) Where in the world was “communist 
aggression” appearing?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
4) Based on the cartoon, how successful was the 
U.S. in containing communist aggression in 
Indochina and Korea? How do you know?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Soviet Union’s Perspective
Source J

1) Describe Cartoon J. Read the caption.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
2) Who do the people in the cartoon represent?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
3) What is Uncle Sam giving the Russian man? What plan 
do the eggs/can represent? (Look at source E for help)
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
4) Does the Soviet Union welcome the “aid”? Provide 
evidence to support your response.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Source K
1) Describe Cartoon K. Read the caption.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
2) Who is the man on “stilts”?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
3) How does the Soviet Union believe peace with the 
United States can be achieved?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

How did the 

perspectives 

of  the U.S. 

and Soviet 

Union differ 

at the end of  

WWII that 

affected 

world Peace 

for decades 

to come?



U.S. Perspective
Source A: Sinews of Peace “Iron Curtain Speech” given by 
Winston Churchill March , 1946
A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately lighted by the 
Allied victory. Nobody knows what Soviet Russia and its 
Communist international organization intends to do in the 
immediate future, or what are the limits, if any, to their 
expansive and proselytizing tendencies. I have a strong 
admiration and regard for the valiant Russian people and for my 
wartime comrade, Marshal Stalin. There is deep sympathy and 
goodwill in Britain - and I doubt not here also - towards the 
peoples of all the Russia's and a resolve to persevere through 
many differences and rebuffs in establishing lasting friendships. 
We understand the Russian need to be secure on her western 
frontiers by the removal of all possibility of German aggression. 
We welcome Russia to her rightful place among the leading 
nations of the world. We welcome her flag upon the seas. Above 
all, we welcome constant, frequent and growing contacts 
between the Russian people and our own people on both sides of 
the Atlantic. It is my duty however, for I am sure you would wish 
me to state the facts as I see them to you, to place before you 
certain facts about the present position in Europe.
From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain 
has descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the 
capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe. 
Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest 
and Sofia, all these famous cities and the populations around 
them lie in what I must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject 
in one form or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very 
high and, in many cases, increasing measure of control from 
Moscow. Athens alone - Greece with its immortal glories - is free 
to decide its future at an election under British, American and 
French observation. The Russian-dominated Polish Government 
has been encouraged to make enormous and wrongful inroads 
upon Germany, and mass expulsions of millions of Germans on a 
scale grievous and undreamed-of are now taking place. The 
Communist parties, which were very small in all these Eastern 
States of Europe, have been raised to pre-eminence and power 
far beyond their numbers and are seeking everywhere to obtain 
totalitarian control. Police governments are prevailing in nearly 
every case, and so far, except in Czechoslovakia, there is no true 
democracy.
Source:https://www.nationalchurchillmuseum.org/sinews-of-
peace-history.html

Soviet Union’s Perspective

Source B: Stalin’s response to the Iron Curtain Speech 1946
In substance, Mr. Churchill now stands in the position of a firebrand of war. And Mr. Churchill is not alone 
here. He has friends not only in England but also in the United States of America. In this respect, one is 
reminded remarkably of Hitler and his friends. Hitler began to set war loose by announcing his racial 
theory, declaring that only people speaking the German language represent a fully valuable nation. Mr. 
Churchill begins to set war loose, also by a racial theory, maintaining that only nations speaking the English 
language are fully valuable nations, called upon to decide the destinies of the entire world. The German 
racial theory brought Hitler and his friends to the conclusion that the Germans, as the only fully valuable 
nation, must rule over other nations. The English racial theory brings Mr. Churchill and his friends to the 
conclusion that nations speaking the English language, being the only fully valuable nations, should rule over 
the remaining nations of the world.... As a result of the German invasion, the Soviet Union has irrevocably 
lost in battles with the Germans, and also during the German occupation and through the expulsion of Soviet 
citizens to German slave labor camps, about 7,000,000 people. In other words, the Soviet Union has lost in 
men several times more than Britain and the United States together. 
It may be that some quarters are trying to push into oblivion these sacrifices of the Soviet people which 
insured the liberation of Europe from the Hitlerite yoke. But the Soviet Union cannot forget them. One can 
ask therefore, what can be surprising in the fact that the Soviet Union, in a desire to ensure its security 
for the future, tries to achieve that these countries should have governments whose relations to the Soviet 
Union are loyal? How can one, without having lost one's reason, qualify these peaceful aspirations of the 
Soviet Union as "expansionist tendencies" of our Government?. . . Mr. Churchill wanders around the truth 
when he speaks of the growth of the influence of the Communist parties in Eastern Europe.... The growth of 
the influence of communism cannot be considered accidental. It is a normal function. The influence of the 
Communists grew because during the hard years of the mastery of fascism in Europe, Communists slowed 
themselves to be reliable, daring and self-sacrificing fighters against fascist regimes for the liberty of 
peoples. 
Mr. Churchill sometimes recalls in his speeches the common people from small houses, patting them on the 
shoulder in a lordly manner and pretending to be their friend. But these people are not so simpleminded as 
it might appear at first sight. Common people, too, have their opinions and their own politics. And they 
know how to stand up for themselves. 
It is they, millions of these common people, who voted Mr. Churchill and his party out in England, giving 
their votes to the Labor party. It is they, millions of these common people, who isolated reactionaries in 
Europe, collaborators with fascism, and gave preference to Left democratic parties
Source: "Stalin's Reply to Churchill," March 14, 1946 (interview with Pravda), The New York Times, p. 4. 

Was Europe Divided by an Iron Curtain?



Soviet Perspective: How the USSR views the Postwar world
(a) USSR still lives in antagonistic "capitalist encirclement" with which in the long run there can be no permanent peaceful coexistence. As stated by 
Stalin in 1927 to a delegation of American workers:
"In course of further development of international revolution there will emerge two centers of world significance: a socialist center, drawing to itself the 
countries which tend toward socialism, and a capitalist center, drawing to itself the countries that incline toward capitalism. Battle between these two 
centers for command of world economy will decide fate of capitalism and of communism in entire world."
(b) Capitalist world is beset with internal conflicts, inherent in nature of capitalist society. These conflicts are insoluble by means of peaceful compromise. 
Greatest of them is that between England and US.
(d) Intervention against USSR, while it would be disastrous to those who undertook it, would cause renewed delay in progress of Soviet socialism and 
must therefore be forestalled at all costs.
(e) Conflicts between capitalist states, though likewise fraught with danger for USSR, nevertheless hold out great possibilities for advancement of 
socialist cause, particularly if USSR remains militarily powerful, ideologically monolithic and faithful to its present brilliant leadership.

Everything must be done to advance relative strength of USSR as factor in international society. Conversely, no opportunity most be missed to reduce 
strength and influence, collectively as well as individually, of capitalist powers. Soviet efforts, and those of Russia's friends abroad, must be directed 
toward deepening and exploiting of differences and conflicts between capitalist powers. If these eventually deepen into an "imperialist" war, this war 
must be turned into revolutionary upheavals within the various capitalist countries.

U.S. Perspective: Realities of Communism & Capitalism
First, [the current Soviet Union’s ideology] does not represent the natural outlook of Russian people. Latter are, by and large, friendly to outside world, 
eager for experience of it, eager to measure against it talents they are conscious of possessing, eager above all to live in peace and enjoy fruits of their 
own labor…. Experience has shown that peaceful and mutually profitable coexistence of capitalist and socialist states is entirely possible... To speak of 
possibility of intervention against USSR today, after elimination of Germany and Japan and after example of recent war, is sheerest nonsense. If not 
provoked by forces of intolerance and subversion "capitalist“ world of today is quite capable of living at peace with itself and with Russia…At bottom of 
Kremlin's neurotic view of world affairs is traditional and instinctive Russian sense of insecurity…For this reason they have always feared foreign 
penetration, feared direct contact between Western world and their own, feared what would happen if Russians learned truth about world without or if 
foreigners learned truth about world within.

How did the United States 

and Soviet Union view the 

post-war world?



U.S. Perspective: How to handle the Soviet Union
I think we may approach calmly and with good heart the problem of how to deal with Russia. As to how this approach should 
be made, I only wish to advance, by way of conclusion, following comments:
(1) Our first step must be to apprehend, and recognize for what it is, the nature of the movement with which we are dealing. 
We must study it with same courage, detachment, objectivity, and same determination not to be emotionally provoked or 
unseated by it,
with which doctor studies unruly and unreasonable individual.
(2) We must see that our public is educated to realities of Russian situation. I cannot over-emphasize importance of this. Press
cannot do this alone. It must be done mainly by Government, which is necessarily more experienced and better informed on 
practical problems involved. In this we need not be deterred by [ugliness?] of picture. I am convinced that there would be far 
less hysterical anti-Sovietism in our country today if realities of this situation were better understood by our people. There is 
nothing as dangerous or as terrifying as the unknown. It may also be argued that to reveal more information on our difficulties 
with Russia would reflect unfavorably on Russian- American relations. I feel that if there is any real risk here involved, it is one 
which we should have courage to face, and sooner the better. But I cannot see what we would be risking. Our stake in this 
country, even coming on heels of tremendous demonstrations of our friendship for Russian people, is remarkably small. We 
have here no investments to guard, no actual trade to lose, virtually no citizens to protect, few cultural contacts to
preserve. Our only stake lies in what we hope rather than what we have; and I am convinced we have better chance of 
realizing those hopes if our public is enlightened and if our dealings with Russians are placed entirely on realistic and matter-
of-fact basis.
(3) Much depends on health and vigor of our own society. World communism is like malignant parasite which feeds only on 
diseased tissue. This is point at which domestic and foreign policies meets Every courageous and incisive measure to solve 
internal problems of our own society, to improve self-confidence, discipline, morale and community spirit of our own people, 
is a diplomatic victory over Moscow worth a
thousand diplomatic notes and joint communiqués. If we cannot abandon fatalism and indifference in face of deficiencies of 
our own society, Moscow will profit—Moscow cannot help profiting by them in its foreign policies.
(4) We must formulate and put forward for other nations a much more positive and constructive picture of sort of world we 
would like to see than we have put forward in past. It is not enough to urge people to develop political processes similar to
our own. Many foreign peoples, in Europe at least, are tired and frightened by experiences of past,  and are less interested in 
abstract freedom than in security. They are seeking guidance rather than responsibilities. We should be better able than 
Russians to give them this. And unless we do, Russians certainly will.
Source: https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/coldwar/documents/pdf/6-6.pdf



U.S. Perspective
Source D: Excerpt from President Truman’s speech to Congress, 

March 12, 1947.
I believe it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples 
who are resisting attempted subjugation [domination] by armed minorities or 
by outside pressure. Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful 
hour [against the Soviet threat], the effect will be far-reaching to the West. 
The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They 
spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. The reach their full 
growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died. Therefore, I 
propose giving Greece and Turkey $400 million in aid.

U.S. Perspective

Source E: Excerpt from Secretary of State Marshall’s 

speech explaining his plan for European recovery

June 5, 1947

I need to say that the world situation is very serious. . . . 

Europe must have a great deal of additional help, or face 

heavy economic, social, and political damage. This would 

have a harmful effect on the world at large. There are also 

possibilities of disturbances because of the desperation of 

the people concerned.

The effect on the economy of the United States should be 

clear to all. So the United States should do whatever it can 

to help restore normal economic health to the world. 

Without this there can be no

political stability or peace. Our policy is directed . . . 

against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos

[disorder]. Its purpose is to revive a working economy in 

the world.

Soviet Perspective: Source F: Andrei Vyshinsky, Soviet spokesman, at the United Nations September 18, 1947 in response to the Truman Doctrine and 
Marshall Plan
The so-called Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan are particularly glaring examples of the way in which the principles of the United Nations are 
violated, of the way in which the Organization is ignored. As is now clear, the Marshall Plan constitutes in essence merely a variant of the Truman 
Doctrine adapted to the conditions of postwar Europe. In bringing forward this plan, the United States Government apparently counted on the 
cooperation of the Governments of the United Kingdom and France to confront the European countries in need of relief with the necessity of 
renouncing their inalienable right to dispose of their economic resources and to plan their national economy in their own way. The United States also 
counted on making all these countries directly dependent on the interests of American monopolies, which are striving to avert the approaching 
depression by an accelerated export of commodities and capital to Europe. It is becoming more and more evident to everyone that the implementation 
of the Marshall Plan will mean placing European countries under the economic and political control of the United States and direct interference by the 
latter in the internal affairs of those countries. Moreover, this plan is an attempt to split Europe into two camps and, with the help of the United 
Kingdom and France, to complete the formation of a bloc of several European countries hostile to the interests of the democratic countries of Eastern 
Europe and most particularly to the interests of the Soviet Union. An important feature of this Plan is the attempt to confront the - countries of Eastern 
Europe with a bloc of Western European States including Western Germany. The intention is to make use of Western Germany and German heavy 
industry (the Ruhr) as one of the most important economic bases for American expansion in Europe, in disregard of the national interests of the 
countries which suffered from German aggression.

Should Economic aid be sent to Europe?



U.S. Perspective

Source G: NATO- North Atlantic Treaty 

(Excerpt), signed by the United States, 

Canada, and ten nations of Western 

Europe in 1948.

The parties agree that an armed attack 

against one or more of them in Europe or in 

North America shall be considered as an 

attack against them all. They agree that if 

such an armed attack occurs, each of them

will assist the party or parties so attacked. 

Each will immediately take whatever action it 

considers necessary to restore and maintain 

the security of the North Atlantic area. It will, 

if necessary, use armed force.

Soviet Union’s Perspective
Source H: Speech by Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev in 1956 in which he explains his 
point of view on U.S. actions. (Excerpt)

The inspirers of the “cold war” began to 
establish military blocs—the North Atlantic 
bloc, SEATO, and the Baghdad pact. [They 
claim] they have united for defense against the 
“communist threat.” But this is sheer hypocrisy! 
We know from history that when planning a re-
division of the world, the imperialist powers 
have always lined up military blocs. Today the 
“anti-communism” slogan is being used as a 
smoke screen to cover up the claims of one 
power for world domination. The United States 
wants, by means of blocs and pacts, to secure a 
dominant position in the capitalist world. The 
inspirers of the “position of strength” policy 
assert that it makes another way impossible 
because it ensures a “balance of power” in the 
world. [They] offer the arms race as their main 
recipe for the preservation of peace! It is 
perfectly obvious that when nations compete 
to increase their military might, the danger of 
war becomes greater, not lesser. Capitalism will 
find its grave in another world war, should it 
unleash it.

Soviet Union’s Perspective

Source I: Warsaw Pact  May 1955

Background Info: The “treaty of mutual friendship, co-operation and mutual 

assistance” was signed between the People’s Republic of Albania, the People’s 

Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People’s Republic, the German 

Democratic Republic, the Polish People’s Republic, the Rumanian People’s 

Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the Czechoslovak 

Republic in May 1955. It was the Communist counteraction to NATO (North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization)

Excerpt from Treaty: The contracting parties shall take council among 

themselves on all important international questions relating to their common 

interests, guided by the interests of strengthening international peace and 

security.

They shall take council among themselves immediately, whenever, in the 

opinion of any of them, there has arisen the threat of an armed attack on one 

or several states that are signatories of the treaty, in the interests of 

organizing their joint defense and of upholding peace and security…

Warsaw Pact

NATO

Were the U.S. & 

S.U. taking sides 

against one 

another?



The Cartoon caption above reads: “People of 
the world don’t want a repeat of the horrors 
of war” -Stalin

Soviet Union’s Perspective United States Perspective

This Cartoon 
reads “Path 
to Peace”

Source J

Source K

Source L

Source M

http://englishrussia.com/?p=312&cpage=1


A Poem from 2 Perspectives

Directions:

Create a poem that highlights the different perspectives of  the United States and Soviet Union during the Cold War. 

When writing your poem, use the prompts below to guide your writing. Write a response to the following prompts in 

short phrases, rather than complete sentences- your poem does not need to rhyme. Write the following on your own 

sheet of  paper and complete the missing information: 

**Use a BLUE pen/color to write all of  the lines related to the United States. 

**Use a RED pen/color to write all of  the lines related to the Soviet union.

My Poem

I am the United States (blue pen)
I believe in (use evidence from the sources provided to summarize 3 ideas about the U.S.)
I am the Soviet Union (Red Pen)
I believe in (use evidence from the sources provided to summarize 3 ideas about the S.U.)
We disagree on (Use a mix of blue/red colors and evidence from the sources)
The Soviet Union is wrong because (Blue pen-from the U.S perspective…use evidence from sources)
The United States is wrong because (Red pen-from the S.U. perspective…use evidence from sources)
We do agree on (Use a mix of blue/red colors and evidence from the sources)
The Iron Curtain is (blue pen- from U.S. perspective…use evidence from sources)
The Iron Curtain is (red pen- from S.U. perspective…use evidence from sources)
Aid to Europe is (blue pen- from U.S. perspective…use evidence from sources)
Aid to Europe is (red pen- from S.U. perspective…use evidence from sources)
We do agree on (Mix of blue/red colors- evidence from the source-write something different from above)          
I am the United States (blue pen)
I am the Soviet Union (red pen)
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What is the difference between 

a democracy and totalitarian-

communist government?

President 

Truman STALIN  



Case Study: U.S. versus 

Soviet Union

President 

Truman

STALIN  



Definition

United States

- A government run by 

elected (chosen) 

officials, chosen by 

the citizens of a 

country through a 

vote

Soviet Union

- A government that 

controls almost all 

aspects of its citizen’s 

lives, total control; 

citizens are not 

allowed to vote or 

voice their opinions; 

gov’t makes decisions



Economy

United States

- Capitalism a system 

in which there is 

private ownership 

- Individuals can own 

and run their own 

business with little 

government control

Soviet Union

- Socialism a system 

based on one-party 

rule, government 

ownership of the 

means of production 

and decision making 

by government



Leader

United States

- A president elected 
(chosen) by the 
people

- Many various political 
parties exist with 
differing opinions

- Citizens give power to 
president by voting for 
him/her

Soviet Union

- Leader has total power 
to govern country 
according to his 
opinion

- Sometimes elected 
(usually the only 
person “running”)

- One political party



Politics

United States

* Democratic 

- freedom to vote for 
things, share opinions

Soviet Union

* Totalitarian

- Little or no 
private 
ownership of 
property, little 
or no political 
freedom (the 
government 
makes all the 
decisions)



Key Values “Ideology”

United States

-freedom of speech

-freedom of religion

-freedom of press

-career choice

- gov’t not considered to be 

“perfect”

Soviet Union

- Basic needs met (everyone 

can expect a job, food, 

housing etc.)

- Limited to no civil liberties (no 

freedom of press or speech)

- Citizens expected to follow 

gov’t beliefs “brain-washing”

- Gov’t in a sense “perfect”



Society

United States

- The individual is 

valued (what an ind. 

wants, needs, 

desires)

- Survival of the fittest 

“rat race”

Soviet Union

- The people as a whole 

is more important than 

the individual

- People do things 

together to benefit the 

whole group



Control

United States

- Rules are established 
by the government 
the government must 
“rule by the law”

- Citizens who break 
laws go through an 
arrest, trial process, 
supposedly the same 
for all

Soviet Union

- Laws often changed 
“made-up” to fit the 
needs of the 
government

- Citizens often falsely 
accused

- Unfair punishment 
process



Method of Government 

Enforcement

United States

- Police enforce laws, 

usually fair; they follow 

set protocol

- Citizens help make laws 

through voting

Soviet Union

- Secret police often used; 

police often corrupt (can 

be bribed) 

- Police controlled by 

government and enforce 

the leaders agenda

- Citizens often jailed 

without due process (set 

process is not followed)



Technology used to support Government

United States

- news, internet, 

magazines etc. are all 

free to share news and 

opinions on the job of the 

government

- Creativity is welcome

Soviet Union

- news, magazines, 

internet (media) is often 

censored by government

- Gov’t only allows info to 

get out that they approve 

of or want exposed 

(propaganda)

- Creativity is not permitted 

or is very controlled



The United States

~Democracy~

~Key Ideology~

The Soviet Union

~Communism~

Definition

Economy

Leader

Politics

Key Values

Comparing Communism to Democracy: A Case Study



The United States

~Democracy~

~Key Ideology~

The Soviet Union

~Communism~

Society

Control

Method of Government 

Enforcement

Technology

Apply: Describe how your life might be different if you lived in a communist country.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comparing Communism to Democracy: A Case Study
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As the Cold War between the USA and the Soviet Union 
continued into the 1950’s and 60’s. The U.S. and S.U. grew 
increasingly competitive, especially in the race to space. 

Each side sought to prove its superiority and the S.U. was 
ahead…

Who won the Space Race?

Examine each of the documents below and answer the 

questions that follow:

In 1957, the Soviet Union launched the first satellite, Sputnik into

space. Sputnik came as a surprise to most Americans - but it should 

not have, observes John Logsdon, Director of the Space Policy

Institute, “Our movies and television programs in the fifties were full 

of the idea of going into space. What came as a surprise was that it 

was the Soviet Union that launched the first satellite. It is hard to

recall the atmosphere of the time. Fallout shelters, rabid anti-

Communism, a sense of imminent danger from without and within,” 

Logsdon said. With the launch of the Soviet satellite, Logsdon said, 

the reaction was more fear than surprise, because it showed clearly 

that the United States was no longer safe behind its ocean barriers. 

“The claim that who controlled space would control the Earth seemed 

plausible, and the Soviet Union had taken the first step towards that

control,” he said.  Source: Leonard David. (October 2002). Sputnik 1: The Satellite 

That Started It All. Space.com.

1) According to the article above, why was the launch of Sputnik in 

1957 seen as such a threat to the United States?

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

2) What is the message of Edwin Marcus’ cartoon to the right? How

does it portray  the  American  reaction to the launch of Sputnik?

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________



The Soviets do it again…

3) Who was President Kennedy writing to? Message? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

4) What was the overall tone of the telegram?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5) Why do you suppose Kennedy chose this tone rather than contempt?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

President Kennedy

April 20, 1961

We gotta beat 

em’!

6) What does President JFK ask of Vice-Pres. Johnson in the 

April 20
th 

MEMO? (Be specific) What is JFK’s goal according to 

the MEMO?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

7) What is the relationship between the Telegram and MEMO on 

this page? (notice the dates & content ) Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

On April 12, 1961 Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin 
successfully orbited around the earth. This is how U.S. 

President Kennedy responded:



Can the USA compete in Space?

April 28, 1961 MEMORANDUM FOR PRESIDENT KENNEDY
Subject: Evaluation of Space Program.

In Reference to your April 20 memorandum asking certain questions regarding this country's space program….A 
detailed survey has not been completed in this time period. The examination will continue. However, what we 
have obtained so far from knowledgeable and responsible persons makes this summary reply possible.

The following general conclusions can be reported:

a. Largely due to their concentrated efforts and their earlier emphasis upon the development of large rocket 
engines, the Soviets are ahead of the United States in world prestige attained through impressive technological 
accomplishments in space.
b. The U.S. has greater resources than the USSR for attaining space leadership but has failed to make the 
necessary hard decisions and to marshal those resources to achieve such leadership.
h. The American public should be given the facts as to how we stand in the space race, told of our determination 
to lead in that race, and advised of the importance of such leadership to our future.
i. More resources and more effort need to be put into our space program as soon as possible. We should move 
forward with a bold program, while at the same time taking every practical precaution for the safety of the 
persons actively participating in space flights.

As for the specific questions posed in your memorandum….

Q.1- Do we have a chance of beating the Soviets by putting a laboratory in space, or by a trip around the moon, 
or by a rocket to land on the moon?

A.1- The Soviets now have a rocket capability for putting a multi-manned laboratory into space and have already 
crash-landed a rocket on the moon. As for a manned trip around the moon or a safe landing and return by a man 
to the moon, neither the U.S. nor the USSR has such capability at this time, so far as we know. 
Q.5- Are we making maximum effort? Are we achieving necessary results?

A.5- We are neither making maximum effort nor achieving results necessary if this country is to reach a position 
of leadership.

There are a number of programs which the United States could pursue immediately and which promise 
significant world-wide advantage over the Soviets. Among these are communications satellites, and navigation 
and mapping satellites. These are all areas in which we have already developed some competence. We have 
such programs and believe that the Soviets do not. Moreover, they are programs which could be made 
operational and effective within reasonably short periods of time and could, if properly programmed with the 
interests of other nations, make useful strides toward world leadership.

Signed Lyndon B. Johnson (Vice-President)

8

) 

8) Why does Johnson believe 
the S.U. is ahead of the USA in 
the Space Race?
__________________________
__________________________
9) What  2 recommendations 
does President Johnson make to  
JFK that he believes will “catch 
us up”?
__________________________
__________________________
10) Does Johnson believe the 
USA is doing what it needs to do 
to achieve a leadership 
position?
__________________________
__________________________
11) How does Johnson
recommend the USA could
quickly attain a leadership
position?
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________



In response to the 1957 - 1961 Soviet Space successes, President J.F. 

Kennedy gave this speech on March 25, 1961: (excerpt)

Finally, if we are to win the battle that is now going on around the world between 
freedom and tyranny, the dramatic achievements in space which occurred in recent 
weeks should have made clear to us all, as did the Sputnik in 1957, the impact of this 
adventure on the minds of men everywhere, who are attempting to make a 
determination of which road they should take. Since early in my term, our efforts in 
space have been under review. With the advice of the Vice President, who is Chairman 
of the National Space Council, we have examined where we are strong and where we 
are not, where we may succeed and where we may not. Now it is time to take longer 
strides--time for a great new American enterprise--time for this nation to take a clearly 
leading role in space achievement, which in many ways may hold the key to our future 
on earth.

I believe we possess all the resources and talents necessary. But the facts of the matter 
are that we have never made the national decisions or marshaled the national resources 
required for such leadership. We have never specified long-range goals on an urgent 
time schedule, or managed our resources and our time so as to insure their fulfillment.

Recognizing the head start obtained by the Soviets with their large rocket engines, which 
gives them many months of lead-time, and recognizing the likelihood that they will 
exploit this lead for some time to come in still more impressive successes, we 
nevertheless are required to make new efforts on our own. But this is not merely a race. 
Space is open to us now; and our eagerness to share its meaning is not governed by the 
efforts of others. We go into space because whatever mankind must undertake, free 
men must fully share.

I therefore ask the Congress, above and beyond the increases I have earlier requested 
for space activities, to provide the funds which are needed to meet the following 
national goals:

First, I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this   
decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the Earth. No 
single space project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more 
important for the long-range exploration of space; and none will be so difficult or 
expensive to accomplish.  But in a very real sense, it will not be one man going to the 
moon--if we make this judgment affirmatively, it will be an entire nation. For all of us 
must work to put him there…..

12) What was the relationship

between space exploration and the 

Battle between freedom and tyranny, 

According to President J.F.K?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

13) Was the USA ready for space

exploration?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

14) Describe the 2 reasons J.F.K gives for 

the USA to explore space?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

15) What does J.F.K ask Congress for and

why?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

16) What does the president challenge

America to do? By what time period? Do

you believe this  goal was considered 

outrageous in 1961? Why/Why Not? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________



1969: Man takes first steps on the Moon (excerpt)

American Neil Armstrong has become the first man to walk on the Moon. The astronaut stepped onto the Moon's surface, in the 

Sea of Tranquility, at 0256 GMT, nearly 20 minutes after first opening the hatch on the Eagle landing craft. Armstrong had earlier

reported the lunar module's safe landing at 2017 GMT with the words: "Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has landed." 

As he put his left foot down first Armstrong declared: "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." He described

the surface as being like powdered charcoal and the landing craft left a crater about a foot deep. 

'We came in peace'

The historic moments were captured on television cameras installed on the Eagle and turned on by Armstrong. Armstrong spent his first few minutes 

on the Moon taking photographs and soil samples in case the mission had to be aborted suddenly. He was joined by colleague Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin 

at 0315 GMT and the two collected data and performed various exercises - including jumping across the landscape - before planting the Stars and 

Stripes flag at 0341 GMT. They also unveiled a plaque bearing President Nixon's signature and an inscription reading: "Here men from the planet 

Earth first set foot upon the Moon July 1969 AD. We came in peace for all mankind." After filming their experience with a portable television camera 

the astronauts received a message from the US President Nixon, in the White House, spoke of the pride of the American people and said: "This 

certainly has to be the most  historic telephone call ever made." Many other nations - including the UK - sent messages of congratulation. Moscow 

Radio announced the news solemnly in its 1030 GMT broadcast.  Source: This Day in History BBC

After reading this article and completing the previous document based questions, how would you answer the following: (cite evidence from the

readings to support your response)                            “Who won the Space Race and how was this accomplished”?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________

And the winner was……
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~ Learning is a passion

Answer Key:
1) It was a surprise but also a fear to Americans-it showed the US was not safe behind our ocean barrier
2) America was in a bed of complacency and were getting a loud wakeup call from the SU satellite “sputnik”.
3) Kennedy was writing to Khrushev (SU) to congratulate the SU on their successful journey to space.
4) Positive, diplomatic
5) To see if we could work with the SU in space rather than against them
6) Kennedy asked Johnson where we stood in our space program-can we put a lab in space before the SU, how much would it 

cost, can we maximize our effort
7) The memo was sent 8 days after the telegram congratulating the SU showing the urgency the US felt to push ahead
8) Johnson believed the SU was ahead because the US had not “marshaled their resources and made the hard choices” to be 

the leader in space
9) American public should be told the space program is important and advised as to the importance of allocating more 

resources and effort to the program
10) Johnson believed the US was not making a maximum effort nor achieving results to be leader
11) We need to pursue 2 programs like communication and navigation satellite and make them effective quickly to give us an 

edge
12) It showed us by comparison that if we are to win a battle of freedom and tyranny we need to start in space
13) He believed the US had all the talents and resources necessary, but just had not made the decision to do it
14) To win the battle between freedom and tyranny it must start with space and “whatever mankind must undertake, free men 

must share”
15) For Funds to make the space program a priority
16) To land a man on the moon and return him safely to earth before the decade is out

Essay Question: Answers will vary
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