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Directions: Read each question, and choose the correct answer. 
Then mark the space on your answer sheet for the 
answer you have chosen. 
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1. This is an excerpt from a pamphlet published in 1609 describing the colony of Virginia. 

The country itself is large and great assuredly, though as yet, no exact discovery 
can be made of all. It is also commendable and hopeful in every way; the air and 
climate most sweet and wholesome, much warmer than England and very agreeable 
to our natures. It is inhabited with wild and savage people, that live and lay up and 
down in troops like herds of deer in a forest. They have no law but nature; their 
apparel, skins of beasts, but most go naked. 

Based on this excerpt, what was the purpose of this pamphlet? 

A to warn potential settlers of the dangers of Native American attacks 

B to convince people to immigrate to the Virginia colony 

C to compare English settlers with Native American people 

D to persuade people to stay in England and not join the Virginia colony 

2. This is an excerpt from Reverend Cotton Mather’s narrative about Squanto. 

[Squanto] having received much kindness from the English…now made unto the 
English a return of that kindness: and [since he spoke] the English language, he 
[conversed] with [the people of Plymouth], and kindly informed them of what was 
the present condition of the Indians; instructed them in the way of ordering their 
corn; and acquainted them with many other things, which it was necessary for them 
to understand. But Squanto did for them a yet greater benefit than all this: for he 
brought Massasoit, the chief Sachim or Prince of the Indians within many miles…to 
make our people a kind visit. 

Based on the excerpt, what important role did Squanto play for the settlers of the 

Plymouth Colony? 

A He was a surveyor who helped the settlers identify farmable land. 

B He was a trade specialist who showed the settlers how to use existing trade routes. 

C He was a liaison and diplomat between the settlers and native tribes. 

D He was a warrior and protected the settlers from attacks by the native tribes. 
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3. In the Massachusetts Bay Colony, town meetings were an example of what concept? 

A mercantilism 

B proprietorship 

C religious tolerance 

D self-government 

4. In the Colonial Era, his belief that religion and the government should be separate led 

Roger Williams to take what action? 

A starting the colony of Rhode Island 

B converting to Quakerism 

C setting up a colony for Native Americans 

D condemning the actions of Anne Hutchinson 

5. The British took over the colony of New York from which nation? 

A France 

B Netherlands 

C Portugal 

D Spain 
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6. This is an act adopted in the colony of Maryland in 1649. 

And for the more quiet and peaceable government of this province, and the better 
to preserve mutual love and amity amongst the inhabitants thereof, be it 
…enacted…that no person or persons whatsoever within this province…professing to 
believe in Jesus Christ, shall from henceforth be any ways troubled, molested or 
discountenanced for, or in respect of, his or her religion nor in the free exercise 
thereof within this province…nor any way compelled to the belief or exercise of any 
other religion against his or her consent…. 

Which other colonies would most likely have supported the idea in this act? 

Select three that apply. 

A Massachusetts Bay 

B New York 

C Pennsylvania 

D Plymouth 

E Rhode Island 

7. Why was the colony of Georgia considered a “buffer colony”? 

A It was located between South Carolina and Spanish Florida. 

B It was established to allow debtors to serve out their prison sentences. 

C It was the point of entry for most slaves who arrived in the colonies. 

D It was controlled by both the British and the French. 

8. Which geographic feature most contributed to the development of a trade-based 

economy in the New England colonies? 

A limited rainfall 

B long growing season 

C natural harbors 

D numerous lakes 
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9. This is a map of North America. 

What was the main motivation of explorers who settled in the shaded region of this 

map? 

A to establish permanent settlements 

B to make money through trade 

C to escape religious persecution 

D to set up large plantations and farm cash crops 
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10. This is an excerpt from Olaudah Equiano’s description of his experiences on the Middle 
Passage.  

At last, when the ship we were in had got in all her cargo, they made ready with 
many fearful noises, and we were all put under deck, so that we could not see how 
they managed the vessel. But this disappointment was the least of my sorrow. The 
stench of the hold while we were on the coast was so intolerably loathsome, that it 
was dangerous to remain there for any time…. The closeness of the place, and the 
heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, which was so crowded that 
each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. 

Based on this excerpt, what conclusion can be drawn about the conditions enslaved 

Africans experienced on the Middle Passage? 

A They were allowed to roam freely around the ship during the voyage. 

B They were forced to work as part of the ship’s crew. 

C They were tightly packed into ships and treated like cargo. 

D They were allowed special privileges and treated like other passengers. 

11. Which idea would most likely have been promoted as part of the First Great 

Awakening? 

A Individuals needed to recommit to traditional Puritan values. 

B Individuals needed to take responsibility for their own salvations. 

C Individuals needed to show more loyalty to the British king. 

D Individuals needed to accept the teachings of their ministers. 

12. Which statement summarizes the attitude of the British government toward the 

commerce and trade of its North American colonies? 

A It allowed the colonies to trade freely with other nations. 

B It industrialized the colonies and taxed their agricultural production. 

C It required the colonies to limit their cultivation of cash crops. 

D It restricted the ability of the colonies to trade with other nations. 
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13. During the French and Indian War, increased tensions between colonists and 

members of the Cherokee tribe resulted in which event? 

A defeat of George Washington at Fort Duquesne 

B loss of the Port of New Orleans to Spain 

C massacre at Fort Loudoun 

D continuation of the British policy of salutary neglect 

14. This political cartoon was published by Benjamin Franklin in 1754.  

Franklin drew this cartoon to support which idea? 

A Albany Plan of Union 

B Boston Tea Party 

C Sons of Liberty 

D Stamp Act 
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15. This is a slogan that was popular in the American colonies after 1763. 

No taxation without representation! 

This slogan reflected what belief of the colonists? 

A Only the government representatives elected by the colonists had the right to tax them. 

B Taxes imposed on the colonists by Parliament were too high and unaffordable. 

C Having representation in Parliament would end all taxation on the colonists. 

D Colonists should not pay any taxes since the revenue was not used to support them. 

16. This is an excerpt from a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1776. 

As much hath been said of the advantages of reconciliation…it is but right that we 
should examine the contrary [opposing] side of the argument and inquire into some 
of the many material injuries which these colonies sustain, and always will sustain, 
by being connected with and dependent on Great Britain. 

What impact did the ideas in this pamphlet have on the colonies? 

A They discouraged the use of boycotts to protest taxes. 

B They decreased support for uniting the colonies. 

C They increased support for declaring independence. 

D They promoted the extension of voting rights to all men. 
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17. This is a time line of events that took place from 1774-1776. 

Which event completes this time line? 

A The Battles of Lexington and Concord took place. 

B The Tea Act was enacted. 

C The American Revolution ended. 

D The Stamp Act was repealed. 

18. After the American Revolution, what action was taken by northern states to 

demonstrate the beliefs about equality outlined in the Declaration of Independence? 

A They granted women the right to vote. 

B They adopted programs to redistribute wealth. 

C They gave voting rights to all men. 

D They outlawed the practice of slavery. 

19. During the American Revolution, which group opposed independence? 

A Loyalists 

B Minutemen 

C Patriots 

D Sons of Liberty 
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20. This is a map of the Thirteen Colonies. 

Which number correctly identifies the location of the last battle of the American 

Revolution? 

A 1 

B 2 

C 3 

D 4 
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21. What problem with the Articles of Confederation led to its ultimate failure as a system 

of government? 

A The Articles of Confederation allowed for tax abuses similar to the British tax policy. 

B The Articles of Confederation gave more political representation to northern states. 

C The Articles of Confederation did not give states enough power to govern themselves. 

D The Articles of Confederation created a centralized government that was too weak. 

22. During the Constitutional Convention, why was there a debate over the design of the 

legislative branch? 

A Large states wanted representation based on population; small states wanted equal 
representation. 

B Small states wanted representation based on population; large states wanted representation 
based on tax revenue. 

C Northern states wanted representation based on slave status; southern states wanted 
representation to be equal. 

D Southern states wanted representation based on tax revenue; northern states wanted 
representation based on population. 
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23. This chart shows an example of the principle of checks and balances. 

Which phrase completes the chart? 

A vetoes laws 

B impeaches members of Congress 

C determines the constitutionality of laws 

D appoints Supreme Court Justices 

24. Why did the Antifederalists insist on the addition of a Bill of Rights to the Constitution 

before supporting its ratification? 

A to outline the responsibilities of the three branches of government 

B to ensure the inclusion of individual liberties 

C to protect the supremacy of the federal government 

D to prevent confusion about the amendment process 
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25. This is an excerpt from George Washington’s Farewell Address given in 1796. 

…the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it 
the interest and duty of a wise people to discourage and restrain it. 

In this excerpt, Washington was warning the nation about what development? 

A involvement in foreign alliances 

B creation of a national bank 

C formation of political parties 

D expansion of the nation 

26. In the late 1700s, which action would the Democratic-Republican Party most likely 

have supported? 

A charging excise taxes on alcohol 

B building a strong military force 

C establishing a national bank 

D paying down national debt 

27. This is an excerpt from a law passed in 1798.  

That it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, whenever he may deem 
it necessary...to order to be removed out of the territory thereof, any alien who may 
or shall be in prison in pursuance of this act; and to cause to be arrested and sent 
out of the United States such of those aliens...in all cases where, in the opinion of 
the President, the public safety requires a speedy removal. 

How did Thomas Jefferson and James Madison respond to this law? 

A They wrote resolutions suggesting states could nullify laws. 

B They lobbied Congress to support the French Revolution. 

C They formed the Democratic-Republican Party to oppose President Adams. 

D They wrote resolutions to support promoting national security over individual rights. 
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28. This is the first section of the state constitution adopted by Tennessee in 1796. 

The legislative authority of this state shall be vested in a general assembly, which 
shall consist of a senate and a house of representatives, both dependent on the 
people. 

This section is proof of what type of government in the state? 

A direct democracy 

B monarchy 

C representative democracy 

D theocracy 

29. This is an excerpt from a ruling in a Supreme Court case that was decided in 1803. 

The President of the United States, by signing the commission, appointed Mr. 
Marbury, a justice of the peace for the County of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia, and the seal of the United States, affixed thereto by the Secretary of 
State, is conclusive testimony of the verity of the signature, and of the completion 
of the appointment; and the appointment conferred on him a legal right to the 
office for the space of five years. Having this legal right to the office, he has a 
consequent right to the commission, a refusal to deliver which is a plain violation of 
that right for which the laws of the country afford him a remedy. 

What was the overarching significance of the outcome of this case? 

A It established the principle of judicial review. 

B It allowed lower courts to hear minor cases. 

C It weakened the power of the federal government. 

D It upheld the constitutionality of a national bank. 
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30. Which action by President Thomas Jefferson went against his belief in strict 

interpretation of the Constitution? 

A enforcing the Embargo Act 

B hiring Lewis and Clark 

C purchasing the Louisiana Territory 

D sending the military to stop the Barbary pirates 

31. This illustration depicts an action that was a cause of the War of 1812. 

What action is depicted in this illustration? 

A blockade 

B boycott 

C embargo 

D impressment 
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32. This is a map of land acquisitions made by the United States. 

Which number correctly identifies the land gained from the Adams-Onís Treaty? 

A 1 

B 2 

C 3 

D 4 

33. Which statement accurately describes the Monroe Doctrine? 

A It gave European countries permission to colonize Latin America. 

B It opposed European intervention in independent countries in Latin America. 

C It permanently settled the issue of slavery in the United States. 

D It placed trade restrictions on warring countries in Europe. 
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34. This graph shows the cotton production and the slave population of the nation 

between 1790 and 1860. 

What most likely accounts for the trend in this graph? 

A invention and use of the cotton gin 

B end of the international slave trade 

C opening of textile mills in the South 

D reduction in immigration from Europe 

35. How did southerners respond to the events of Nat Turner’s rebellion? 

A They agreed to free a portion of slaves. 

B They improved the working conditions for slaves. 

C They ended the slave trade to reduce the number of slaves. 

D They passed laws to strengthen their control over slaves. 
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36. This chart lists characteristics of the Antebellum South. 

Which characteristic completes this chart? 

A Majority of the workforce was made up of immigrant laborers. 

B Majority of farmers did not own slaves. 

C Majority of the population opposed the spread of slavery. 

D Majority of the population lived in large towns. 

37. Why is Samuel Slater often referred to as the “Father of the American Industrial 

Revolution”? 

A He opened the first mechanized textile mill in America. 

B He invented interchangeable parts. 

C He started the first labor union. 

D He developed the Lowell System for textile production. 

38. In the early 1800s, new technological developments such as mechanized spinning 

machines had what impact on northern cities? 

A They decreased the populations of cities as people left to escape the pollution caused by 
factories. 

B They decreased trade in cities by reducing the diversity of manufactured products. 

C They increased the populations of cities as more people moved there for jobs. 

D They increased the need for skilled workers, causing large numbers of wealthy immigrants to 
come to the cities. 
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39. What “pull” factors brought many Irish and German immigrants to the United States 
in the early 1800s? 

Select two that apply. 

A higher wages 

B job availability 

C potato famine 

D religious persecution 

E totalitarian governments 

40. How did the construction of the Erie Canal in 1826 impact the United States? 

A It caused many northern industries to relocate to the South. 

B It strengthened economic ties between the Northeast and Midwest. 

C It led to an increased reliance on European countries for finished products. 

D It created conflicts among states in the South over interstate transportation costs. 

END OF SOCIAL STUDIES TEST 
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