
the violation of State and Federal laws, will be 
the responsibility of the offending student and/or 
the parent/guardian.   Students will be given ap-
propriate instruction on different aspects sur-
rounding Internet Safety during the  course of the 
school year.  Parents and students will have ac-
cess to educational materials on ways to access 
the Internet in a safe manner. 

Unacceptable use may result in suspension or 
cancellation of privileges, as well as addition-
al disciplinary and/or legal actions.  All costs 

incurred by the school  because of  the loss, 
or deliberate damage to technology equip-

ment will be the responsibility of the of-

fending student and/or the parent/

guardian.  Any fines or  fees associated to 

Student access to technology devices, the net-

work, and the Internet are provided for educa-

tional purposes and research consistent with the 

school’s educational mission, curriculum and 

instructional goals.  Students will not use the 

technology device to play games unless specifi-

cally authorized by the supervising teacher.  

Students are allowed to use the Internet as long 

as a learning objective is in place by the super-

vising teacher.  The same rules and expectations 

will govern student use of the technology device 

as apply to other student code of conduct and 

communications.  Students must comply with 

all these rules and other specific instructions of 

the supervising teacher while accessing the 

School’s technology devices, networks, and the 

Internet.   

 Web publishing, blogging, podcasting, and 

online collaboration tools, such as Google 

Classroom and Edmodo in the classroom 

will be treated like a school publication .  

This includes the use of Wikis.  All lan-

guage and content restrictions must be 

followed. 

 Occasionally, the supervising teacher may 

direct students to online resources and web-

sites.  Every effort will be made to ensure that 

the resource will be FERPA compliant. 

 Video conferencing/Media recording  equip-

ment/software may be in use on occasion in 

the classroom setting.  Students will be ex-

pected to follow all student code of conduct 

and communications.  

 If a parent/guardian does not want the display, 

distribution, publication, transmission, or oth-

erwise use of photographs, images, and/or 

video taken of their child for use in materials 

that include, but may not be limited to, printed 

materials (such as brochures and newsletters), 

videos, and digital images (such as those used 

on any of the Hardeman County School’s web 

site and/or official school social media ac-

counts), then it is the parent/guardian’s re-

sponsibility to inform the school in writing. 

C h r i s t y  D .  S m i t h  
D i r e c t o r  o f  

S c h o o l s  
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M i c h e l l e  J o h n s o n  
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Acceptable Use 

Computer Use is a Privilege, Not a Right 

Hardeman County Schools 

10815 Old Highway 64 

Bolivar, TN  38008 

Phone:  731-658-2510 

Acceptable Use Policy 

The Hardeman County School 

District (HCSD) is in the business of 

providing an education for the 

children of the county.  Chromebook, 

computer, laptop, tablet, and iPad 

technology are some of the many 

instructional delivery methods 

employed by our teachers to instruct 

our students. This policy is in effect 

while on  campus, and while using 

HCSD devices (which includes 

hotspots/Mifi equipment) off campus 

as well.  In order to better insure that 

technology is maintained for 

maximum use by our students, it is 

necessary that all technology users 

follow certain procedures.  These 

procedures are intended to provide 

general guidelines and examples of 

prohibited uses, but do not attempt to 

state all required or prohibited 

activities by users.  Failure to comply  

with Hardeman County Board Policy 

and these rules may result in loss of 

computer and Internet access 

privileges, disciplinary action, and/or 

legal action. 

P r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  
F u t u r e  O n e  C h i l d  a t  

a  T i m e  

Prohibited Use 
 Personal software and/or personal music is 

not allowed to be installed/copied on any 

school technology device.  This includes 

purchased software, shareware/freeware, 

games or music downloaded from the Inter-

net.  Such software/music will be confiscated 

from the student to become property  of the 

school, and the student will be subject to 

additional disciplinary actions which includes 

revoking computing privileges.  IN-

STALLING AND/OR COPYING SOFT-

WARE OR MUSIC WITHOUT A VALID 

LICENSE IS A FEDERAL OFFENSE.   

Offenders may be subject to civil damages, 

criminal penalties, and even imprisonment. 

 Students who knowingly infect a school 

computer with a “virus”, “trojan”, or 

“worm” will have all computing privileges 

revoked and may be subject to other disci-

plinary actions which may include suspen-

sion from school and/or criminal prosecu-

tion.  All flash/usb/thumb/jump drives 

brought from home must be scanned by 

antiviral software before being used at 



school. 

 Any malicious use, disruption, or harm to 

the school’s technology devices, networks, 

and/or Internet services, which includes,  

but are not limited to hacking activities, 

will be considered a violation of this AUP.  

All computing privileges will be revoked.  

Other disciplinary actions may follow.  Use 

of the school’s technology devices, net-

works, and /or Internet services for illegal 

activity will be considered malicious use.  

Any user who attempts to cause a breach of 

system security  will have all privileges 

revoked and may be subject to other disci-

plinary actions.  If a security problem has 

been identified, it is the user’s responsibil-

ity to contact the supervising teacher, who 

will then contact the  school’s administra-

tion and the Technology Department. 

 The school’s technology devices, network, 

and/or Internet services will not be used to 

harass, defame, intimidate, threaten, or 

otherwise discriminate against other indi-

viduals.  This includes accessing, submit-

ting, posting, forwarding,  scanning, or 

displaying  any offensive and/or  inappro-

priate  material by any method, including 

email.   This will be considered a violation 

of the AUP, and may be prosecuted under 

Federal and State laws.        

 Violation of copyright laws is expressly 

prohibited.  This includes misrepresentation 

of created material by student.  When Inter-

net sources are used in student’s work, the 

author, website and publisher must be iden-

tified.   

 The use of anonymous proxies, VPN’s, or 

other method used to circumvent content 

filtering is prohibited. 

 Although filtering software is in place, 

computer security cannot be made perfect, 

and families must know that some material 

accessible via the Internet may contain 

items that are illegal, defamatory, inaccu-

rate, or potentially offensive.   This includes 

material accessed through email.  The 

supervising teacher will monitor sites as 

much as possible, but it is the student’s 

responsibility to leave the offensive site 

immediately and contact the supervising 

teacher. 

 A student shall not reveal his/her full name, 

address or telephone number on the Internet. 

Students should never meet people they have 

contacted through the Internet without paren-

tal permission. Students should inform their 

supervising teacher if they access infor-

mation or messages that are dangerous, inap-

propriate or make them uncomfortable in 

any way. 

 There should be no expectation of privacy in 

the use of the district network or Internet.  

Student Information will NOT  be released 

by the school system without parental con-

sent.  Otherwise, all stored email and stored 

files will be considered a public record.  The 

school reserves the right to monitor all com-

puter and Internet activity.   

 Accessing Instagram, Facebook, and/or any 

other social networking site that is currently 

blocked by the filtering software is prohibit-

ed.  Any student found to be on such a site 

will be in violation of this Acceptable Use 

Policy.  This violation includes the use of 

proxy sites to access prohibited sites. 

 Use of the school’s technology equipment, 

network, and/or the Internet for non-related 

school activities is prohibited.    The school’s 

computer technology is not to be used for  

private financial gain, commercial, advertis-

ing, or solicitation purposes.   

 Sharing passwords, or using passwords with-

out permission, and/or accessing other user’s 

accounts is prohibited.  Using teacher login 

credentials, whether to log onto the wire-

less network, or any computing device is 

expressly prohibited. 

 Students must strive to take the best possible 

care of the technology equipment.  Food  or 

drinks are not allowed near the technology 

device.  Do not remove components from the 

computer  (the mouse, headphones, etc.).  Do 

not stick objects into any slots on the front or 

back of the technology device.  Do not loan 

equipment, or charging cords/charger to 

others.  Do not change any of the display, 

and or mouse settings. 

 Student personal devices are prohibited from 

connecting to the school’s networks. 

 

   

Prohibited Use Continued 
Please check one of the 

following statements, sign and 
return this section only. 

   
Failure to return this form will be 

considered a negative response and  your 
child will not be able to utilize computer 

technology. 

A s  t h e  p a r e n t / g u a r d i a n  o f :  

Child’s Name 

I have read the AUP (Acceptable Use 
Policy) terms and conditions for 
Computer technology use at 
Hardeman County Schools.  I do NOT 
wish to give my child permission to 
use computer technology or access 
the Internet in school.  I understand 
that in denying permission, my child 
will NOT be able to use  the 
educational software incorporated at 
the classroom level.  I also understand 
that my denial  will not effect the use 
of teacher-led, pre-viewed curriculum 
using the Internet in the classroom. 

I have read the AUP terms and 
conditions for Computer Technology 
use at Hardeman County Schools.  I 
understand that my child’s computer 
use at school is designed for 
educational purposes only.  I 
understand that it is impossible to 
restrict access to all controversial 
materials available on the Internet.  I 
understand that computer usage is 
considered a privilege.  I have 
discussed the rules and regulations 
of computer use with my child.  I 
have explained to my child the 
possible consequences if all 
regulations are not followed.  I give 
my permission for my child to use 
classroom  computer technology, 
including access to the Internet.  

Parent/Guardian  Date 

I have read and understand the terms 
and conditions of the school AUP.  I will 
abide by all the rules and regulations of 
the AUP.  I understand that disciplinary 
action will be taken if I am found abusing 
any of these privileges. 

Student   Date 
 

If you are under the age of 18, a parent or 
guardian must also read and sign this 

agreement. 


