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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR SECOND SEMESTER 2020-2021 

 

What is the plan for the second semester (2020-2021)?  

The tentative plan is to shift in person learning to a phased in 4-day per week 

schedule.  We will open the 2nd Semester on the A/B Hybrid model for the initial 2 

weeks in January.  We have developed an option to expand our current model (2 

days per week) to a more robust (4 day per week) in-school instructional model. This 

model allows a day with no students’ on-campus for ongoing instructional delivery 

support and targeted disinfection operations.  Our tentative plan includes a phased-

in approach for returning students to school. 

• Jan 5th, 2021: Continue Hybrid A/B Schedule; Virtual students choosing to return 
to on- campus learning will be assigned to A/B Schedule. 

• Jan 8th, 2021: Transition window (virtual/on-campus) closes 

• Jan 19th, 2021: Pre-K-6 grade students transition to 4 day schedule (MT-TF) 

• Feb 1st, 2021: 7th – 12th grade students transition to 4 day schedule (MT-TF) 

Will I have an option to continue remote or virtual learning in the 2nd Semester 
if I am uncomfortable with sending my child for on-campus in-person 
learning? 

Yes. Hardeman County Schools will provide learning options for families in the 
upcoming 2020-2021 school year. The learning options are defined below and 
include both on-campus and remote learning models. 
• Option 1, the HCBOE Learning Plan will provide on-campus learning 

based on a four-phased approach that is determined by local health data 
and information. 

• Option 2, HCBOE Learning Plan will provide a virtual learning option that 
allows students to remain enrolled in their current school but learn from home. 
This curriculum is self-paced and relies heavily on family engagement. 

Will families have the opportunity to transition from on-campus to virtual or from 

virtual to on-campus at another point in the semester?   

We will continue to offer a transition window to families for learning mode options 

during the semester. Students may transition from virtual to in-person or in-person to 

virtual at the end of each nine weeks.  The current window for transitioning has been 

extended through January 8th, 2021.    
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What happens if the metrics demonstrate a need for a phase change?   

In the event that it is determined to initiate a district wide phase change, there will be 

a two-week minimum notice provided before transitioning to a different phase. We 

do recognize that there may be a need to shut down individual schools or all schools 

immediately in light of public health data and on the advice of local health experts. 

Why are PreK – 6th Graders moving from the 2-day model to the 4-day model 
before the older 7-12 students? 

COVID related medical data and our own records support a much lower risk of 
infection and transmission in the student population in general and especially the 
lower grade levels.  This plan allows for data evidence-based decision making 
and a direct approach that helps minimize risk to our students/staff and 
community.  In addition, the elementary grade levels represent the foundational 
years for key academic skills.  Our youngest students are most impacted by loss 
of in-person learning. This phased in approach also allows for us to monitor and 
adjust protocols and procedures as we bring our students back into the classroom 
setting. The district will continue to monitor key COVID health data on a daily 
basis. 

Why is the school district considering transitioning to the 4-day model instead 
of a regular schedule 5-day model? 

This model allows the district to provide the school teams with additional IT and 
instructional support.  More importantly, it provides our front-line teachers with the 
chance to plan, address instructional issues with students using the virtual option 
and address the challenges delivering instruction over multiple platforms to a 
diverse set of student needs.  It also provides a critical break in face to face 
contact reducing the risk of exposure due to increased building population.  

What support will be available to students and what will remote learning look like 

in a Phase 3 (4 day per week) setting?   

Teachers will use Wednesdays for planning and additional sanitizing procedures. 
Support schedules will also remain in place to support virtual learners. On-campus 
students will have remote work for that day.  

What factors are considered in transitioning from the current model to a four-
day model?   

    Our medical criteria are based on local health data provided by the TN and 
Hardeman County Department(s) of Health.  The method considers the 
number of active cases and other medical data specific to Hardeman County 
in determining risk levels that impact how instruction will be delivered to 
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students. Other factors that may influence decisions include staff absences, 
student absences, location specific outbreaks, key stakeholder inputs, and 
State/Federal mandates. For example, in Phase 3, all schools are open on a 
limited 4-day per week schedule; however, short-term closure procedures 
may occur for COVID-19 affected buildings. The phased approach includes 
data-driven and safety-minded gating criteria based on COVID-19 case 
information from the Hardeman County Health Department. The aim of this 
approach is, first and foremost, to protect the health and wellbeing of our 
students and staff, while minimizing the likelihood of COVID-19 exposure 
and maximizing in-person learning opportunities. 
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We are currently operating in Phase 2 which includes the Hybrid A/B schedule (2 

days per week).  Will students be able to social distance in Phase 3 (4 days per 

week)?      

The risk level of Phase 3 is deemed “minimal” based on fewer active cases and the 

county’s total population. During this phase, we will continue to deploy health and 

safety mitigation strategies that include enhanced cleaning protocols, highly 

encouraging the wearing of masks when/where social distancing isn’t possible, using 

all space creatively, as well as continuing to limit large gatherings. Families should 

acknowledge that social distancing spaces will be less available within this phase.  

Will face masks be required? 

There is no face mask mandate at this time, however, face masks are strongly 

encouraged, especially when social distancing is not possible.  

What measures will be taken in the school buildings regarding health and safety?   

Hardeman County Schools will continue to implement the health and safety 

protocols developed earlier in the 2020-21 school year.  We monitor and implement 

the CDC (Center for Disease Control) and Tennessee/Hardeman County Health 

Department(s) recommendations and protocols.   Please review the Health and 

Safety Protocols located here. 

Will bus transportation be impacted?  

The school bus may be the first place a student is in the morning and the last place 

at the end of the school day. Therefore, transportation is a crucial part of operating 

Hardeman County Schools. Maintaining six feet of distance between students on a 

bus will be extraordinarily difficult, therefore parents must decide if they want their 

child to continue to ride the bus or find another option of transportation.  See the 

Health and Safety Protocols regarding transportation here.  

 

 

 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/1912/health_and_safety_protocols_08142020.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/1912/health_and_safety_protocols_08142020.pdf

