
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Update and Optional Remote Learning Resources 
4/2/2020 

 
The Hardeman County School System has announced that schools will remain closed through at least 
April 24, 2020. Most of us have never experienced this level of disruption and uncertainty in our lifetime. 
Our families and communities are concerned about the health of their family members and neighbors 
and many are facing economic challenges. Your child’s safety and health are our top priorities, and we 
will continue to work hard to minimize the impact related to their education. The Tennessee Legislature 
General Assembly voted to waive the 180 day attendance requirement for all schools in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While it is not possible to know how long schools will be closed, for operational 
planning, we realize the possibility that schools may be closed for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school 
year to limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  
 
There are questions that many parents and students have regarding the impact of students not finishing 
the school year in the traditional campus setting. We pray that after this closure ends on April 24th, 2020, 
and our schools are back in session as intended. For the purposes of reporting, the intended school days 
which we are not in session will be classified as “waived missed instructional days.” There will not be 
attendance taken, grades taken, or any REQUIREMENTS for students to participate in remote learning 
while we are out. While offering online participation is an option, we feel that the tremendous and 
unusual levels of stress in homes right now would impact the ability of students to complete and be held 
accountable for formal lessons and assessments, no matter how effectively they were shared. We are 
also sensitive to the fact that our own educators may be in similar situations. As such, we’ve made the 
decision that holding teachers and students accountable for the same levels of teaching and learning 
that we would find in a regular school year is unreasonable and not in the best interest of our students 
and families. We have provided optional resources for families on the website at www.hcsedu.org under 
the COVID-19 tab (academic resources). More information regarding optional remote learning may come 
as we continue to monitor the evolving facts of this pandemic.  
 
The Hardeman County Board of Education will likely need to modify current grading policy to make an 
exception for the 2019-2020 year only and determine how grades will be calculated for this year. If there 
are exceptional circumstances that may have impacted a student’s academic performance so far to 
determine grade promotion, retention, or graduation, then we will address those on a case by case basis. 
Please address any exceptional and/or unusual circumstances with your child’s principal via email. We 
will provide further guidance as it is received from the State Board of Education.  
 
Due to the flexibility provided by the Tennessee General Assembly, Hardeman County Schools will not 
participate in any end of year standardized tests including TNReady, End of Course (EOC), TCAP-
Alternate testing, portfolio evaluation, final exams, or any end of year tests. The lack of data will not 
negatively impact any school, teacher, student, or school system.  
 
We want to thank everyone for your patience and support as we attempt to provide plans that address 
the physical, academic, emotional, and social needs of our students, families, and staff. Please take care 
and stay safe and healthy. We pray that we can return to a normal school year setting soon.  
 
Bobby Doyle Interim Director of Schools 

Jeff Barnes, Steve Gibson, Dr. Monica Shaw, Dr. Christy 
Smith 

Assistant Directors of Teaching and Learning 

Bobby Doyle ~ Interim Director of Schools 

http://www.hcsedu.org/


 

 

      

Check out our website:   www.hcsedu.org 

       
 
 

 
 
 
 

The TN Department of Education has partnered with PBS to offer some television-based learning 
content. 

  
 

We are in the process of working with the Governor’s Early Literacy Summer Program to secure books to 
be sent home with students in grades K-2nd this summer. In addition, access to the ReadyRosie platform 
is available and free to families with children from birth to 3rd grade. To register, go to 
https://readyrosie.com/en/tn/.  
 
 
myON has provided FREE access to their online library for all Hardeman County students. Login information is on 
the district website or you can contact the school principal or librarian via email. The link is: 
https://www.myon.com/school/hardemancountyreads  
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