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Options for 
Learning

As we start the 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR, it is important that we offer our JA families 
something that works for them. These are the options if you are enrolled at JA. These will be 

fluid options. For example, if a student begins the school year in Virtual Learning, but chooses 
to start In-Person learning in October, they will just start attending their same class, but in 
person. If a student starts the year in the Blended Learning model and needs to switch to 

Virtual, they will be able to do so seamlessly and while staying in the same classroom. 

Virtual Learning
This option is for those students who would like to remain enrolled at Jefferson, but 
complete their education virtually from home. Students will be assigned to a regular 
classroom teacher and be a part of that class. Class sessions will be videoed or available 
to students through Zoom or recordings. Some one-on-one videos will be available with the 
teacher or an instructional assistant. Depending on the grade level, students will be able to 
work out of the textbooks and other materials they would typically use in the building. 
Leveled learning, specials, and all subjects will be available. The teachers will incorporate 
cooperative learning with the other classmates as possible. Programs used could be Zoom, 
Canvas, Imagine Learning, Flipgrid or others as appropriate. Devices can be provided to 
those families who need them to access this learning. 

Blended Learning
This option is for those students who would like to attend some of the school day in 
person and complete the other potion of their education virtually. Students will be assigned 
to a regular classroom teacher and be a part of that class. The school will work with each 
family to determine which portion of the day will be in-person and which portion will be 
virtual. The at home piece will have all the components of the Virtual Program for 
whatever portion of the day they are not in person for.

In-Person Learning
Jefferson Academy is preparing for In-Person learning following the 
schedule and calendar previously approved by the Board. The In-
Person Learning will follow the school’s reopening plan as approved by 
the Board most recently. Procedures for In–Person will evolve or 
change as recommendations or mandates by officials are made. 
Parents will always be notified and informed of these changes. 



Hygiene Etiquette
Handwashing
Jefferson Academy will be adding regular handwashing to their routines and 
procedures throughout the day for both staff and students. Students will be 
instructed on proper handwashing techniques and monitored for frequent 
handwashing throughout the school day. 

Hand Sanitizing
In addition to the hand sanitizer already found in every classroom, hand sanitizer 
stations will be added to all entrances and exits as well as various places around 
the school giving more frequent opportunities for hand sanitizing. Students will be 
required to sanitize their hands before entering and exiting various rooms, before 
and after lunch as well as before and after recess. 

No Physical Contact
Jefferson Academy will eliminate practices that involved physical contact where 
possible. Students and others will refrain from handshakes, high fives, etc. They will 
avoid instruction, games, etc. where physical contact would be made. They will also 
be reminded often to avoid touching their mouth, eyes and nose.

Drinking Fountains 
Drinking fountains will not be available, but all students will be provided with a water 
bottle that can be filled up at the bottle filling stations as needed. 

Masks, Gloves, etc.
Gloves and other protective equipment will be used by staff as 
appropriate and as needed. Face Coverings will be provided for 
all students and staff if needed. Currently, as mandated by 
Governor Herbert, if students or staff are unable to maintain 6 
feet of physical distance, they will need to wear a face 
covering. 



Physical Distancing
6 feet
Currently the CDC recommends maintaining a physical distance of six feet. Procedures 
and instruction during the school day have been adjusted to help us give our students 
a great experience while maintaining this to the best of our ability.  

Masks
As mandated by Governor Herbert, if a 6 feet distance is not able to be maintained, a 
face covering will be required. Our teachers and staff will be wearing a face shield for 
most instruction that would require a face covering. If they are able to maintain a 6 
feet distance, they might not wear a face covering. For example, if they are teaching 
from the front of the room and are six feet from others, they will not be wearing a 
face covering. But if  they are in small group instruction or in one on one, they will 
definitely wear a face shield or possibly a cloth face covering. This will be adjusted as 
needed for Speech services and other special services where a face covering may 
impede the instruction. 

Entry/Exit
Procedures for arrival and departures from school have been adjusted to stagger 
students coming and going. Check in procedures at the office will be touchless. 
Essential visitors will be required to have their temperature taken, complete a 
symptom questionnaire and wear a mask. As we first open, volunteers and visitors will 
be limited.

Large Gatherings
Large gatherings may be held differently. Back to School Night, 
Assemblies, PTO Events etc. will be designed in a way that 
minimizes the close contact of large numbers of people. As we 
open, the school will avoid assemblies involving the entire student 
body. 



Physical Distancing
(continued)

Lunchroom
During lunch, students will be distanced as much as possible. Lunch schedules, lines, 
tables, etc. will be structured to keep students distanced and safe. Student face 
coverings will not be required during lunch, but staff members serving lunch and 
supervising with be covered. There will be no “Self Serve” options and tables and seats 
will be sanitized between each session of lunch. 

Recess
Students will be distanced as much as possible during recess. Extra supervision has 
been added to watch for students congregating and not maintaining that distance. 
Those supervising will be managing activities and games that are fun for students, but 
help them maintain that distance. Student face coverings will not be required during this 
time unless they cannot maintain the 6 feet distance. Recess/playground equipment will 
be disinfected between sessions. 

Specials
The Specials classes have been structured to help students and staff maintain the 6 
feet distance. If they are able to do that, students will not be required to wear face 
coverings. For example, PE will be set up with spots for students to be 6 feet apart 
and they will only engage in activities that do not require physical touching or close 
contact. 

Transitions
Hallways will be kept free of people or items that congest the space allowing for 
better physical distance as people walk them. Walkways will be designated as one way 
when appropriate and signs, etc. will be posted to remind others to maintain physical 
distance.

Restrooms
Restroom breaks will be built into the schedule so that students 
are supervised for physical distancing. They will also be managed in 
a way that facilities will only be in use as physical distancing allows. 
For example, every other sink will be available for washing hands. 



Cleaning and 
Disinfectant

Cleaning Schedule
In addition to the regular cleaning schedule maintained by the custodial crew, daily 
inspections will be added to ensure facilities are extra clean and disinfected. Extra 
disinfecting of the entire school has been added to the high traffic areas. 
JA staff will also be adding cleaning and disinfecting to their duties and procedures. 

Cleaning Supplies
Our custodial team works with sanitizing and disinfecting EPA approved chemicals. This year 
we will be adding disinfecting with an Electrostatic Sprayer so that nothing gets missed. 
Some of the cleaning supplies that will be regularly used are:
*Purell Professional Disinfectant

• Bioesque Botanical Disinfectant
• Betco Disinfectant Products
• Nyco Sani-Spritz Disinfectant

Disinfecting of Equipment
JA staff will be regularly cleaning and disinfecting all equipment and materials use. When 
individually assigned supplies or equipment is not an option, students and staff will only use 
items that have been cleaned. The regular cleaning of these things has been added to our 
procedures in all areas. 

Shared Equipment
Shared equipment such as computers, library books, PE equipment, art supplies, etc. will be 
disinfected and cleaned after every use. 

Airflow
Measures to increase outside airflow include running the HVAC for 
three hours before and after school, keeping classroom and office 
doors open to increase ventilation and air flow and increasing the 
efficiency of some of the building’s HVAC equipment. 



Monitoring for 
Wellness

Stay Home, Stay Well
Students and staff are asked to stay home from school when exhibiting the following symptoms:

• Shortness of breath, sore throat or persistent cough
• Temperature higher than 100.4 degrees
• Congestion or runny nose
• Vomiting or diarrhea 
• New loss of taste or smell

Students should also stay home from school if they are experiencing other illness symptoms such as 
severe or long-lasting stomach pain, rash with fever, strep throat, or any other illness that prevents 
a student from participating comfortably in learning or that might be contagious. 

Accommodating Students and Staff
Staff and parents of students who would be considered high-risk, will complete a form with health 
information that will be shared with the health department to help facilitate contact tracing. 
Employees will work with their immediate supervisor if there is a concern about risk. Teachers of high-
risk students will work with the parents to ensure that those students have the resources/supports 
they need to be successful. 

Monitoring at School/Quarantining
Staff will be encouraged to safely and respectfully monitor any observable symptoms in students, 
such as fever, cough, or shortness of breath. Staff will observe all privacy laws and regulations in 
doing so. Office staff will take temperatures as needed and appropriate. Symptomatic individuals will 
stay in a “quarantine room” until they are able to go home. These rooms will be dedicated to use for 
students who feel ill once at school. Students or staff who are symptomatic should not come to 
school. If a student begins exhibiting symptoms after arriving at school, they will wait in the 
quarantine room with a facial mask and maintain physical distancing while arrangements are made for 
them to be picked up by a parent or emergency contact as soon as possible. 

Outbreak Management
Although there is not a set procedure for if there is an outbreak or positive 
case in our school community, the health department will work with each 
individual situation and is responsible for contacting and giving direction as 
needed. We do know that contact tracing will involve this information: Who 
has had unmasked, within 6 feet contact for the sustained period of time of 
15 minutes or longer? 



Training
Parents
Guidelines and information will be given for parents on the school’s reopening 
protocols and action plans as well a best practices for at-home preventative 
care, by providing such information to all families via back to school night, via 
email and on the school’s website. 
Communication regarding this will be ongoing through newsletters, emails, the 
school’s website, etc.  

Students
Students will be educated on the protocols and all procedures related to the 
action plans on the first day of school, throughout the first week and as 
needed there after. Training videos will be provided to parents before school 
starts to review with their children who are attending. 

Staff
Prior to school beginning, all employees will be educated and trained on the 
school’s reopening procedures, action plans and preventative measures that 
will be implemented. Training materials will include this plan, materials/resources 
from USBE, state and local health departments, our school nurse and the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. 


