
 

Common Signs of Dyslexia: 
Kindergarten-Third Grade: 

 Failure to understand that words are made of 

parts or individual sounds (ex: “snowmen” can 

be broken down into “snow” and “man”) 

 Difficulty learning the letter names and their 

corresponding sounds 

 Difficulty reading single words in isolation 

 Choppy and labored reading  

 Difficulty spelling phonetically 

Fourth-High School  

 History of reading and spelling difficulties 

 Avoids reading aloud 

 Reads most materials slowly; oral reading is 

labored, not fluent 

 Avoids reading for pleasure 

 Difficulty with spelling 

 

  

Contacts for further information: 

Windy Schwartz-Dyslexia Specialist 

windy.schwartz@maloneisd.org 

Barbara Christian- Dyslexia Teacher 

Barbara.christian@maloneisd.org 

Sharon Campbell- Reading Specialist 

Sharon.campbell@malonisd.org 

 

 

Malone ISD 

202 Hackberry Street 

Malone, Texas 76660 

254-533-2321 
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What is Dyslexia? 
The current definition from the International 

Dyslexia Association states: 

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that in 

neurological in origin. It is characterized by 

difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word 

recognition and by poor spelling and decoding 

abilities. These difficulties typically result from a 

deficit in the phonological component of language 

that is often unexpected in relation to other 

cognitive  abilities and the provision of effective 

classroom instruction. 

Secondary consequences may include problems 

in reading comprehension and reduced reading 

experience that can impede growth of vocabulary 

and background knowledge.  

The Texas Education Code defines dyslexia as: 

A disorder of constitutional origin manifested by a 

difficulty in learning to read, write, or spell despite 

conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, 

and sociocultural opportunity.  

 

  

How is Dyslexia assessed and 
identified? 
 

The law that applies to an individual students is determined by 

data and the student’s individual needs. 

If the team determines that the data lead to the suspicion of a 

disability and the that special education services are 

necessary to provide specially designed instruction, the team 

must refer the student for an evaluation under IDEA and all 

special education procedures must be followed. 

If-based on the data- the team suspects that a student has 

dyslexia or a related disorder, but does not believe that 

special education is necessary to meet the student’s needs, 

the team must refer the student for an evaluation under 

Section 504. 

According to TEC §38.003(a) all public-school are required to 

be screened for dyslexia while in Kindergarten and first grade. 

Additionally, students enrolling in public schools in Texas 

must be assessed for dyslexia and related disorders “at 

appropriate times”.  

Schools must recommend evaluation for dyslexia if the 

student demonstrates the following: 

 Poor performance in one or more areas of reading 
and spelling that unexpected for the students 
are/grade 

 Characteristics and risk factors of dyslexia 

When formal evaluation is recommended, the school must 

complete the evaluation process as outlined in IDEA or 

Section 504. Procedures safeguards under IDEA and Section 

504 must be followed. Formal evaluation would assess the 

academic skills and cognitive process related to dyslexia. 

Decisions are made by the ARD or Section 504 committee.  

For further information please refer to the Texas Dyslexia 

Handbook 

The Dyslexia Handbook, 2018 Updated 

https://tea.texas.gov/academic/dyslexia/ 

  

Questions for Determining Dyslexia  

1. Do the data show the following characteristics 
of dyslexia? 

 Difficulty with accurate and/or 
fluent word reading  

 Poor spelling skills 

 Poor decoding ability  
2. Do these difficulties (typically) result from a 

deficit in the phonological Component of 
language? 

3. Are these difficulties unexpected for the 
students are in relation to the student’s other 
cognitive abilities and provision of effective 
classroom instruction? 

 

Who Delivers Dyslexia Intervention? 

A certified teacher who has been trained in dyslexia and 

related disorders and the curriculum of instruction.  

https://tea.texas.gov/academic/dyslexia/


 


