
Word Walls 
Effective, focused academic vocabulary instruction is essential 
to student learning. (Strategic Plan Goal Area 1.1.1) 
So, what does is look like? Marzano’s model provides six steps that form a 
solid foundation for academic vocabulary instruction. 

1. Provide a description, definition, or example for the focus word. 
2. Ask students to restate the definition or example in their own words. 
3. Ask students to draw a picture or symbol for the word. 
4. Ask students to record the information in an appropriate way (journal, 

notes, graphic organizer, etc) 
5. Ask students to use the words in class and to collaborate when doing so. 
6. Play games with the words. 

Use academic vocabulary as you encounter it in the curriculum. This allows 
both you and the students opportunities to use the vocabulary in context. An 
academic vocabulary element should be in use every class day. The word 
map is an excellent way to accomplish steps 1-5, and can be used as an 
entry task (bell ringer). The words you are using should be on the word 
walls. As students master the words, mark them. I used dry erase markers to 
star the mastered words, and we reviewed them before students took tests 
for class and again before state testing. Please make sure you document 
your students’ use of academic vocabulary.   

As always, if you need help or ideas, please book me 
(mknabe.youcanbook.me). 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GCN Training 
The deadline for GCN 
training is October 31. 
If you want to earn 
your stipend, please 
make sure you have 
all of your trainings 
completed by then. 
Trainings must be 
completed on your 
own time. 

Reading Plus 
is available for all 
CMS teachers. All 
students can benefit 
from becoming better 
readers. 

Upward Bound 
CHS Teachers: Please 
encourage your 
students to apply for 
Upward Bound. More 
information can be 
found here: https://
goo.gl/9uZYTM 

OSDE Math 
Meetings 
The third Thursday of 
the month the “Like 
Terms” statewide 
online math teachers’ 
meetings are at 4:00. 
Math teachers can use 
this in their PLF. 
https://goo.gl/
eu2gaM

WORD WALLS 
in use daily, tracked, 

and documented 

see below

1
LESSON PLANS 

standards linked & in 
the team drive & on 

your web page by 7:00 
Monday morning

2
MICROPHONE 

Save your voice. Use it. 
Use it in every class. 

Use it every day.
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Classroom 
Management 
Effective management leads to 
effective teaching and increased 
student achievement. (Strategic Plan 
Goal Area 3.2.1) 
A few simple tweaks can make all the difference 
in your classroom management. 

• Call Backs: A scripted call and response for 
getting students’ attention doesn't have to be 
the elementary-style (1-2-3, Eyes on me) that 
you may be used to.  I’ve seen song lyrics, 
movie quotes, and formal parliamentary 
procedure all used effectively. The key is to 
use it consistently. 

• Rules vs Procedures: Teach students the 
difference between rules and procedures. 
Your rules are absolutes like, “Students will 
not talk while the teacher is giving 
instruction.” Procedures tell students how to 
do what we want them to do, like how to get 
your attention. You should only have 3-5 
rules, but you will likely have many 
procedures. 

• 1:1 Practice Session: When a student 
consistently breaks procedure (not rules), ask 
the student to practice the procedure with 
you during breakfast or lunch. Have them 
come in for practice until they get it right 
consistently. 

PLC 
Questions for productive meetings 
(Strategic Plan Goal Area 2.1.1; 2.1.2): 
PLC meetings should address the four essential 
PLC questions.  

1. What do we want students to learn? 
content, rules, procedures, academic 
vocabulary, etc… 

2. How will we know they are learning it? 
assessment data, grades, questioning 
techniques, work samples, etc. 

3. What do we do if they aren’t learning it? 
differentiation, targeted intervention, 
strategies, collaboration, etc. 

4. What do we do if they already know it? 
enrichment, independent projects, 
student choice, flex time, etc. 

Use the time to collaborate and to create 
common assessments, shared lesson plans, 
crunch data, share teaching ideas, design PBL 
lessons, etc. 

Coming Soon! 
I’ll be popping into classrooms over the next 
few weeks, and I can’t wait to share the the 
exceptional pedagogy you’re using and the 
great successes you and your students are 
creating. 

Next week’s newsletter will feature how to plan 
PBL lessons.
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100% GRADUATION 
In every grade level, and in every subject area, our goal is to reach 100% graduation for our 
students. What you do with your students every day should help to make sure your students 
are on track to graduate on time.


