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The Board Approved 

 
  Employee Retirement Benefit 
 
 
Accountability Ratings 
Technology Director Shelli Wendland reported that due to 
COVID-19, all districts and schools received a label of Not 
Rated: Declared State of Disaster for their 2021 accountabil-
ity ratings. The District is taking multiple measures to assess 
student gaps, analyzing 2021 STAAR data, and using those 
results to provide intense accelerated instruction for our stu-
dents.   
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Report  

Curriculum Director, Susan McQueen, provided the annual 
ESL report on student achievement. For the 2020-2021 
school year, Bland ISD served 138 Limited English Proficient 
students in ESL programs district wide and monitored pro-
gress of 19 students. Due to COVID-19, not all domains for 
TELPAS were assessed during the Spring of 2020, therefore, 
no comprehensive student growth measures were determined 
in 2021, and no ESL students exited the program. Adult ESL 
classes were also affected by COVID restraints, however, 
communications were continued through technology nights 
and student progress documentation sent home to parents. 
Moving forward, we will continue to streamline instruction, and 
follow new goals set to increase the proficiency of all ESL 
students.  
 
S.A.F.E. (Stuffed Animals for Emergencies) 
The High School Business Information Management 2 
class is conducting a stuffed animal drive to benefit S.A.F.E 
(Stuffed Animals for Emergencies). The stuffed animals 
that are received will be distributed to police and fire sta-
tions in the area who can use the donations for children in 
traumatic or emotional situations. Stuffed animals will be 
accepted by Mrs. Phillips, September 10–24. 

 District Schedule 
 

September 22 First Day of Autumn 

September 22 Aim for Success  Elementary School Parent 
Meeting (Anti-Bullying Program) 

September 25 FFA Auction 

October 5 ACT @ Bland High School 

October 19 Elementary & Middle School Picture Day 

Oct.  1-17 FFA State Fair Activities 

October 7-11 FALL BREAK  

October 13 District Cross Country Meet @ Trenton 

October 15 End of 1st Quarter 

October 19 Elementary & Middle School Picture Day 

October 20 High School Picture Day 

October 25-29 Red Ribbon Week 

November 7 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 11 Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

The fall sports schedules are available on the district website 
at  www.blandisd.us . Community support of our students is 
appreciated. 
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From the Superintendent 
 

New School Year Progress  

 The start of this school year may not be as ”normal” as we would have liked, but you could not tell 
by the activities going on day to day with students and staff. Teachers are working with students to bridge 
the learning gap created by the pandemic along with their regular classes.  Students are learning during 
extended tutorial times as well.  Also, Bland ISD has started a coding program that teaches students com-
puter coding.  This program begins in third grade and extends through high school.  Students completing 
the program can graduate with certifications and begin work. 
 Many other activities are taking place on campuses.  Bland Elementary School has started a cookie 
dough fundraiser, and Bland FFA has scheduled their auction and BBQ dinner. Elementary and Middle 
School students are participating in a program to teach positive social-emotional learning concepts, includ-
ing good decision making skills, problem solving skills, and risks associated with substance abuse. 
 The Bland High School Student Council kicked off their annual Carter Blood Care blood drive with a 
great turnout. There were enough blood donations to save 150 lives. Class ring, cap & gown, and letter 
jacket orders will be placed in September. Juniors and Seniors will attend a college fair later in the month. 
And athletes have started competing in fall sports: high school and junior high cross country, and junior 
high baseball, and softball. 
 So the school year may not be “normal”, but our staff is cultivating as “normal” school environment 
as possible with our students participating in many activities that we were unable to offer this time last 
year.  Bland ISD appreciates the support our community gives our students and teachers. 

 Terry Hurst, President; Ken Pendergrass, Vice President; Jeff Striplin, Secretary; Trevor Hurst, Member;  
 Trent Poe, Member; Kendal Wright, Member; Cody Welborn, Member; Rick Tidwell, Superintendent 

Join Bland FFA for a fun night, BBQ dinner,  
and a chance to buy unique items.  

All proceeds go to back to the students through  
scholarships, travel fare, and competition fees.  

 
For more information contact:  

903-527-5487 
micah.fry@blandisd.org 

colton.douglas@blandisd.org 

https://www.facebook.com/BlandISD.org/
https://www.blandisd.us/224692_2
https://www.blandisd.us/224692_2


 

Teacher Feature 
 

Charlotte Howell 
 

 My name is Charlotte Howell. I was born in Wharton, Texas and basically raised 

my whole life in Sidney, Texas where I graduated from high school. I completed my teach-

ing degree at Tarleton State University. This is my first year teaching second grade at 

Bland Elementary School. I previously taught second grade for thirteen years at Crowley 

ISD. I have three adult children and am the proud grandmother of two amazing kids. I ab-

solutely love teaching here and my team and the administration have been amazingly 

supportive.  

 At my old school I was known as the "frog lady" because I enjoy decorating my 

classroom with frogs and making it the theme of the classroom because I feel  that it 

makes a kid friendly environment and gives the children another way to connect with me. 

Every morning, we gather at the carpet and pass a stuffed frog from child to child and the 

child with the frog gets to share how they are feeling that morning. I love to spend time 

with my family. I guess the greatest accomplishment I achieved while in school was being 

able to graduate Cum Laude while raising three small children and not starting college 

until I was already in my thirties. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paige Adelmann  
  

 Hello! My name is Paige Adelmann, and I am the new ESL Coordinator for Bland 
ISD. I was born in Arlington and raised in Leonard where I was the valedictorian of my 
graduating class. After high school, I went on to obtain my bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from Texas Woman’s University in Denton. My favorite thing to do is travel with my 
Mom. We went to four concerts in May of 2019, alone, and we have been to Hawaii three 
times in the past three years and were supposed to go to Europe for two months last sum-
mer but were unable to due to COVID-19. In addition to traveling, I also enjoy listening to 
music and spending time with my family and friends, and I love to read!  
 I knew from the moment that I walked into the elementary school for my interview 
with Mrs. Owen, that Bland was the place for me: it just felt like home. Everyone at Bland 
ISD has been so welcoming and helpful and the kids are fun to work with. It truly feels like 

a family here, and I am so thankful to be a part of it. One of my greatest accomplishments as a teacher happened dur-
ing my very first year of teaching: I witnessed one of my newcomer ESL students, who had started the school year 
knowing no English, explaining a Math problem to one of my other students at the end of the school year. One of my 
favorite classroom activities is to dress up like a farmer (overalls and boots) and read “Harvey Potter’s Balloon Farm.” I 
also enjoy using thinking maps in my classroom, and I look forward to introducing my ESL students to them to aid in 
their English language learning.  A quote that I truly take to heart is, “Children do not learn from someone they don’t 
like.” Fostering good, solid relationships with students is one of the most important aspects of a teacher’s job and one 
that I try my hardest to achieve. Students need to know that they are loved and that someone believes in them. Any-
thing is possible when this happens. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


