
The informant calls the WeTip Hotline. All calls are anonymous 
not just confidential. Confidential  means that someone knows 
your name and promises not to tell, until they are subpoenaed. 
Anonymous means that nobody knows who you are and there 
is absolutely no way to find out.  We have no taping, tracing or 
caller ID. We have no way of knowing who the caller is.

The very first thing they hear is “this is the WeTip Crime Hotline, 
do not give your name or identify yourself in any way.” If at any 
time the caller starts to identify him or herself, the operator will 
interrupt telling the caller “I have to disconnect this call, please 
call back and speak to another operator.” The reason for this is 
that we absolutely cannot know who is on the other end of the 
phone line, but we do want the information.

School Safety
What is the
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WeTip’s School Safety Program offers the Wetip 
anonymous hotline to students and their families. 
WeTip’s hotline is a way for people to get involved 
in establishing a safer community. Students are often 
afraid to report crime information because they fear 
reprisal from the person they are reporting. WeTip 
gives students and their families an opportunity to give 
information without fear. When you call the WeTip 
hotline, the first words that you will hear from the 
operator will be, “This is the WeTip crimeline, please 
do not give your name.” The operator will then ask a 
series of questions, designed by law enforcement, to 
obtain the maximum amount of information about the 
reported crime. 
WeTip information is immediately conveyed to the 
appropriate police, fire, and sheriff’s agencies. After 
the information is taken, if the informant requests a 
reward, a code name and number are assigned to 
the informant. The caller always remains absolutely 
anonymous (not just confidential).
Cash Rewards of up to $1,000 are given upon 
verified reports from law enforcement that WeTip 
information was received prior to arrest and that the 
information was helpful in the arrest and conviction.
The reward drop is made at a designated postal location, 
using the assigned code names and case numbers. NO 
personal contact is ever made with the informant.

How WeTip Works

Once the anonymity has been established, the operator takes the caller through a series of about 65 questions. These 
questions have been developed through the aid of law enforcement and the purpose is to elicit as much information as 
possible. Many times the caller actually has more information than they realize.

According to Webster...
Confidential
•  “to tell in confidence”
•  “entrusting with a secret”
•  “to put in another’s keeping”

According to Webster...
Anonymous
•  “having an unknown or 
     withheld name”
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One Client’s Comparison of Why WeTip is the Safe and 
Trusted Tipline For Reporting Crime Information

SIPE is very happy to have WeTip as a partner in preventing crime, 
catching the bad guys, and providing a confidential and totally 
anonymous tipline for students, their parents, staff, and the community. 
WeTip is just another tool provided by SIPE to our members at no 
charge. Listed below are a few reasons why we continue to use WeTip 
and consider them the premier tipline compared to SLO County Crime 
Stoppers.

WeTip...hundreds of signs, posters, decals, brochures in SLO public 
schools. Crime Stoppers...none. I have only personally observed three 
Crime Stoppers signs (on major highways) in the entire county.

WeTip is used by 1,500 school districts and hundreds of corporations, 
cities, counties, banks, and insurance companies.

WeTip is not jurisdictional in handling or managing the program. Crime 
Stoppers is like a franchise and each franchise is operated differently. 
Does SLO County pay into a Crime Stoppers franchise?

WeTip is supported by law enforcement...look at the number of arrests 
made on WeTip tips. Call Paso USD, Atascadero USD, and Lucia Mar 
USD...they use it!

WeTip is a non-profit organization that has been around since 1972 
and is the oldest tipline in the nation. Crime Stoppers was modeled 
after WeTip. 

WeTip has an employee fraud program. I don’t think the WC at the 
sheriff’s department is interested or trained on the questions to ask if a 
call comes in on a workers’ compensation fraud case.

WeTip is TOTALLY ANONYMOUS...CRIME STOPPERS IS NOT. 
WeTip has live and Spanish speaking operators 24-hours a day.

WeTip is not in competition with Crime Stoppers since WeTip is not 
jurisdictional or a franchise.

WeTip does not need fund-raisers to help pay for rewards. Rewards are 
paid by WeTip and not by the schools or community.

WeTip has a school safety program, a website, and a director that 
specializes in school safety.

WeTip has signs, posters, decals, brochures, and will make custom 
posters after an incident takes place.

WeTip provides the school district with an incident report after each 
and every tip is called in.

WeTip gives students and staff an anonymous option to report threats 
of violence, arson, sexual abuse, vandalism, etc..or even something 
minor like employee dishonesty.
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Hotline ?

WeTip is Working
To Keep Schools Safe
WeTip is working to address the root causes of violence and crime 
among students. Toward that end, we are sharing effective strategies to: 

•  Reduce and eliminate threats, bullying, harassment, vandalism
   and weapons on campus. 

• Reduce risk and loss to school districts caused by malicious 
   activity, property destruction and arson. 

• Provide a way for students, teachers and district staff to 
  communicate information about problem situations on campus 
  anonymously and without fear of reprisal or retaliation 
  
• Develop an emergency plan that includes the WeTip Hotline for 
   reporting any type of threat or crime situation BEFORE it happens.  

• Through WeTip’s Save our Schools program, WeTip works with 
  thousands of schools nationwide to create a safe and  secure learning     
  environment for all students that is free  of crime and threats. WeTip is a  
  clearinghouse on school safety, providing the nationwide anonymous
  hotline, reward payments, training for students, teachers, administrators   
  and SRO’s. 

Would you like more information                             
about implementing WeTip in Your 

Schools?
Providing the WeTip Program in your schools literally 

costs a few cents per student per year.   
Can you afford not to have WeTip? WeTip offers an all 
inclusive, comprehensive program to single schools, 
school districts, JPA groups, and school insurance 

carriers. For information please return the form below to 
WeTip, P.O. Box 1296, Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91729, 

Fax (909) 987-2477 or email suemandell@wetip.com.

Name_______________________________________

Email_______________________________________

School District________________________________

Insurance/JPA________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State ________________ZIP____________________

PHONE (_________)__________________________

FAX (_________)_____________________________

Number of Districts____________________________

Number of Schools____________________________

Number of Students____________________________

inc.



MESSAGE:

As we discussed recently, ASCIP views its experience with WeTip and the success of that program in the Compton Unified School District as 
being one of the most outstanding illustrations of the value of the WeTip organization. Compton Unified School District is located in an area of 
Los Angeles generally associated with the Watts riots of the 1960’s and , even into the 1990’s, conditions had not improved there to a significant 
degree. Crime and poverty remain rampant.

Compton USD had been a long term member of ASCIP and had suffered huge annual crime and property damage losses when ASCIP aimed 
the WeTip program in their direction. At our insistence, a designated school police department officer was made the WeTip coordinator and 
was responsible for disseminating WeTip program information throughout their 37 schools and a number of their District-operated facilities. 
Our strategy was based on the fact that many surrounding cities and school districts were WeTip members and had lower crime rates than did 
Compton. We reasoned that since the Compton area had no such program, much of the problem might be attributed to non-residents who would 
go there to commit crimes with little fear of being informed upon.

The Compton USD school police and the District’s administration saturated the city and the neighborhoods around the school sites with WeTip 
materials. Every school was posted with WeTip program posters. School police participated in local law enforcement exhibits and integrated 
Neighborhood Watch as another layer of WeTip support. The District issued a press release and hosted a huge WeTip kick-off attended by local 
politicians and the media.

The effect appears to have been immediate. WeTip was instituted at the mid-point in the 1995-1996 school year. We believe that a fear factor was 
instituted and casual crime as well as crimes of opportunity simply ceased. Successive years have illustrated that while the District made no other 
significant changes in their policing programs and their police force remained at about the same strength, something had occurred to sharply and 
dramatically reduce their crime losses.

Compton USD cooperated with ASCIP by providing all the raw police log reports on a monthly basis to allow us to do statistical analysis of the 
losses and to detect any trends or areas where risk of crime may be continuing. After several years we noted that, rather than major crimes, we 
began to see a normal pattern of ongoing vandalism not uncommon for the surrounding areas. Thus, we could see by almost mid-way through 
the 1998-1999 school year, when the previous year’s crime statistics were analyzed, that crime losses had decreased by more than 90% from the 
1994-1995 school year saving the District almost 1.3 million dollars per year. For a school district of Compton’s repute, this was phenomenal.

WeTip Acts as a Deterrent
Facsimile transmittal from the Alliance of Schools for Cooperative Insurance Programs

SUBJECT:
Compton Unified School District WeTip Program: Crime Statistics

FROM:
Mr. Richard Sams, ASCIP Senior Risk Services Consultant

Crime

How 
is Helping to  
Change School 
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Thanks to the WeTip poster, someone came forward 
and identified one of the suspects in the burglary at 
Bethune Elementary School last weekend. The School 
Resource Officer at Rancho Verde High School arrested 
the one suspect and during the interview, he identified 
the second suspect in the burglary.

Thank you to all of the Val Verde Unified School District 
employees for your help and cooperation!

Duane Winchell
District Security Manager
Office of the Superintendent
Val Verde Unified School District

WeTip Posters Making a Difference

Student Team Building activities augment the WeTip program by providing 
an interactive forum that includes student input, ideas and concerns. Students 
are then given time to discuss solutions for safer schools with their groups 
and create action plans to implement in their schools.  WeTip has worked with 
thousands of students throughout the nation.  
For more information on WeTip student seminars and workshops contact WeTip's 
National School Safety Director, Sue Mandell at the WeTip Headquarters, (909) 
987-5005 Ext. 250.

Students at Moscow Jr. High School in Moscow, ID. build tower 
communities in efforts to identify the threats and risk that may 
affect their schools and neighborhoods. Principal Dale Kleinert 
serves on the WeTip Advisory Board. 

“In our first year using the WeTip program 
we were able to use it successfully. Within a 
week of posting the reward, we were able to 
prosecute and fine the vandals who caused 
approximately $10,000 in damage. We are 
amazed each day when studens CHOOSE 
to do the right thing

Mr. V, 
Assistant Principal

WeTip’s Incident Specific 
Flyers Work!

As a member of WeTip’s School Safety Program, the district 
receives:
Access to the toll-free, 24-hour hotline, open seven days 
a week and answered by trained operators. Students can 
anonymously report wrong doing and potential violence and 
remain absolutely anonymous. A Spanish speaking operator is 
available on each shift.
Immediate notification of tips received
Wetip is a safe and effective hotline that employs skilled 
operators to take information on tip forms that have been 
developed with the help of law enforcement to obtain the 
maximum amount of critical information.
Student awareness public service videos and audio messages 
for schools
Appropriate posters, brochures, and school safety stickers are 
provided to the district as an informational reminder of the 
WeTip anonymous hotline solution.
School Safety communication tools designed to work within 
your existing internal procedures
WeTip provides professional adult consultation seminars and 
youth participation workshops for implementing and using the 
WeTip School Safety Program.

How is WeTip working to keep our schools safe?
WeTip is working to address the root causes of violence 
and crime among students. Toward that end, we are sharing 
effective strategies to:
   u Reduce and eliminate threats, bullying, harassment, 
vandalism and weapons on campus.
   u Reduce risk and loss to school districts caused by alicious 
activity, property destruction and arson.
   u Provide a way for students, teachers and district staff to 
communicate information about problem situations on campus 
anonymously and without fear of reprisal or retaliation
    u Develop an emergency plan that includes the WeTip 
Hotline for reporting any type of threat or crime situation 
BEFORE it happens.
    u Through WeTip’s Save Our Schools Program, WeTip 
works with thousands of schools nationwide to creat a safe 
and secure learning environment for all students that is free 
of crime and threats. WeTip is a clearinghouse on shcool 
safety, providing the nationwide anonymous hotline, reward 
payments, training for students, teachers, administrators and 
SRO’s


