
  Washakie County School District No. 1 
Board of Trustees Meeting        September 26, 2022        Administration Building 
                   
6:45 PM-Trustee Book Study 
 
A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE—7:00 PM 

The Washakie County School District No. 1 Board of Trustees held their regular meeting on 
Monday September 26, 2022 at the Administration Building. 
 
Those in attendance were:  David Tommerup, Duane Whitlock, Brett Argeris, Don Bryant, Terri 
Logan and Jonathan Hake.  Sarah Lungren attended via phone.   
 
Also in attendance were:  Tawn Argeris, Charlie Cauffman, Jody Rakness, administrators and 
community members. 

 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES—August 22  

Terri Logan made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Jonathan Hake seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 

C. COMMUNICATION/AUDIENCE  
Tami Young and Toni DeWitt expressed their concerns to the board on what books are in the 
school libraries and how the books are chosen for our schools.   
 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Brett Argeris made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Duane Whitlock seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 

E. APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Terri Logan made a motion to approve the bills as presented. The bills are as follows: 
$1,231,778.15 from payroll with warrant number 293568-293597 and 135338-135783, 
$290,484.36 from payroll transfers, $1,405,631.70 from utility with warrant numbers 96533-
96810. Don Bryant seconded the motion. The motion carried 7-0. 

 
F. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Discuss school safety 
• Safety audit 
• ALICE training 
• School entries, bollards, securing the area behind the shops, safety glass, metal 

detectors, ID checks, cameras 
• Full time SRO 
• Conceal carry student, staff and community survey 
• Staff and student mental health-see something, say something—any problem is all our 

problem. 
• Peer reporting procedures-Safe to Tell 
• OLWEUS 
• Rachel’s Challenge 
• GCN 
• Mandt 
 
Tawn Argeris informed the board that the district was looking at bringing in instructional 
training for ALICE at the beginning of 2023.  This would be a two-day lesson and would 
be opened up to the public.  He recently renewed the SRO contract with the Sheriff’s 
department. 
 

G. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Discuss Board Policy (Google Docs) 

1.9 Assignment and Transfer of Employees 
1.10 Salary Deductions 
1.11 Chain of Command 
1.12 Discrimination 
   

2. Discuss and approve procedure for release of contract for fiscal year 2023.  
Jonathan Hake made a motion to recommend approving the procedure for release of contract 
as presented. Brett Argeris seconded the motion.  The motion carried 7-0. 
  



3. Discuss and approve classified staff.  
Duane Whitlock made a motion to recommend approving Ingrid McGehee as part time SPED 
para at the middle school, Sadami Hake as part time EL para at the middle school, and Kelly 
Creek as the kitchen assistant at the middle school.  Brett Argeris seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried 6-0-1 with Jonathan Hake abstaining. 

 
4. Discuss and approve coaches.  

Brett Argeris made a motion to recommend approving Chris Peterson as 8th grade football 
coach, Alissa Hughes as 8th grade assistant volleyball coach, Jacqueline Ledley as 7th grade 
assistant volleyball coach, Chris Peterson as high school assistant girls basketball coach and 
Zach Lempka as high school assistant boys soccer coach.  Jonathan Hake seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 
5. Accountability Updates.  

       Comments from Jody Rakness. 
 

H. BOARD REPORTS 
1. BOCES 
2. Technology/Curriculum  
3. Policy 
4. Salary 
5. Recreation  
6. Buildings & Grounds 
7. Transportation 
8. Insurance/Wellness 
9. Trustee Building visit  

 
I. WEA REPORT 
 
J. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

1. Enrollment (Sep. 1, 2022): High School—393, Middle School—249, West Side—171, South 
Side—168, East Side—169. Total enrollment: 1150. (Last year’s enrollment: 1179) 

2. Attendance/Membership Summary Report for each grade is enclosed, showing in the last 
column, the percentage of attendance.  

3. High School fall sports numbers: cross country—30; football—60; girls swimming—20; 
golf—20; marching band—70; volleyball—40. 

4. The auditors will be in the office the week of September 26 for the annual audit. 
5. Flu shots are scheduled for October 18, 2022.  
6. Parent/teacher conferences, week of October 11-12. 
7. American Education Week is November 14-18. 
8. The 2022 WSBA Annual Conference is November 16-18 in Casper.  Please let us know if 

you plan to attend so we can reserve rooms. 
9. Call for Resolutions and state delegate assembly-Wednesday, November 16-Terri Logan. 
 
Tawn Argeris reported that the evening of November 16 is the WILN night dinner, which is 
hosted by Powell this year.  As we share as districts, there are other opportunities for our district 
to observe and learn from the surrounding schools.  When we look at test scores and data, it can 
difficult.  The admin team had the opportunity today to look through data from the schools.  
There are teams that are very high scoring and administrators will have the chance to observe 
them during their meetings.  Overall, our test scores are high and our teams are doing well.   

 
K. BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT 

Charlie Cauffman reported that we will be hosting our audit team from Carver, Florek and James 
this week.  They will be here Wednesday through Friday.  Insurance update is that almost all 
deductibles have been transferred over to Blue Cross Blue Shield.  Many people are happy with 
the new insurance.  They are working with the contractor to get the storage area project going and 
are looking at drawings for the weight room.  The Audio Enhancement installation is complete 
with the exception of the high school gym and room 115 at the middle school.  The gym is set for 
installation next week.  The East Side rooftop unit project is complete.  There have been some 
issues with gas leaks and we have been working to fix those.  Monthly financials are as follows:  
General Fund-$662,333.58, Special Revenue Fund-$59,705.28, Major Maintenance Fund-
$10,222.90, Lunch Service Fund-$27,261.65, Activity Fund-$12,225.17. 
 

L. ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS  
Wade Sanford thanked his staff for the work that they put in for their accountability scores.  He is 
very excited with their post-secondary grading and that they are moving into proficiency status.  
They are off to a great start at the high school.  Homecoming was a great week thanks to student 
council and Mrs. Vickers.  There was high participation in dress up days and the pep rally.  The 



high school is seeing 14.5% of students receiving one on one time that is caused by students 
missing school or just needing re-teaching time. Students are reaching out to teachers for this help 
during their Orange/Warrior periods.  Staff and students have embraced these interventions.   
 
Brittany Miller reported that East Side is soaring this month.  They are teaching social skills in 
their Monday morning assembly.  They are teaching their students to Soar-which stands for 
Safety-Ownership-Attitude-Respect. They finished their fall testing and are starting RTI.  The 
curbs at East Side have been repainted.  They will be teaching the parent’s about safely picking 
their kids up and what the new system will look like.   
 
Kim Sanford reported that in May they ended with 139 SPED students and they are sitting at 206 
right now.  Quite a few new kids have moved into the district.  She has found an organization 
called The Society for the Prevention of Teen Suicide that will help with some of our mental 
health issues in the district.  We started with staff training and then opened it up to the public for 
them to attend.  She gave a shout out to Emma Christoffersen. She is working at both South Side 
and West Side and she is also riding the bus with a student.  She is going above and beyond for 
her students. 
 
Bruce Miller reported that they just finished up their celebration with Wyoming Sugar.  In 
October they have School Safety week.  There will be a day with bus safety-the fire bus, a safety 
assembly with the Sheriff’s department, Police department and dispatch.  They teach the kids 
what information they will ask for when they dial 911.  Their garden won an award from the 
National Certified Peoples Garden.  There are only two gardens in Wyoming that have won this 
award.  Almost every day they are stocking the West Side salad bar with fresh items from their 
garden. They have Mitch Craft coming in to help bring in fresh ideas to the schools to do better 
and to be better.   
 
Ryan Clark reported that we are still recovering from 2020 in our scores.  Teachers know the 
skills that they need to teach, to work on and they are doing just that.  At the middle school they 
are working really hard to get their community partners to be back involved in the school.  We 
need to invite them in to be a part of the educational processes.  They are doing Choices That 
Matter in May where they bring in different community organizations and parents.  Students will 
be put into real life problems where they will have to make choices and see what repercussions 
happen.  They are also going to be doing job shadows with the 8th grade class.  Those businesses 
will then come back and eat lunch in the school with the students.  On October 13th they will be 
going to Medicine Lodge to have a field day.  These activities will bring the community back into 
the schools.  This is what builds a community and shows our community what our schools are 
doing.   
 
Brian Gunderson reported that Mitch Craft has been into their buildings, challenging them in their 
PLC processes as administrators.  The second grade team is embracing re-doing the math RTI.   
Parent Teacher conferences are coming up in a couple weeks.  They are brainstorming how to get 
100% participation.  Students are finishing up the mile run and testing this week.  The 
Homecoming assembly was awesome.  He has gotten a lot of positive feedback from students, 
staff and families.   
 
Aaron Abel reported that it has been a busy three-week stretch for activities across the board.  
The cheerleaders were recognized last week as service volunteers of the year.  Their coaches have 
gone above and beyond to be visible to the community.  Mr. Harding has Buffalo and Cody 
coming for a marching band festival to get ready for state marching band.  Our coaches have had 
the opportunity to meet Don Julian and attend trainings with him.  He has also partnered with  a 
company called Excel Sports out of Omaha, NE.  The fall athletes have taken online surveys 
which then gives our coaches feedback on the student athlete experience.  He will meet with the 
coaches next week to give them that feedback.   
 
Jody Rakness said that the board has a great team working for them in their administrators and 
teachers.  They work tremendously hard to give our students everything that they need.  Tonight 
they got to hear from their administrators how they started their year.  After the screening and 
testing that they finished, they now get to see where their students are after last school year and 
develop a plan for this school year. 

 
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
N. ADJOURNMENT  

Duane Whitlock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:23PM.  Jonathan Hake seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 
 



Please note FYI- 
-Resignation of Grace Gregory as freshman girls basketball coach. 
-Resignation of Beverly Newell as assistant cook at the middle school. 
-Resignation of Christine Farley as assistant cook at West Side. 
-Trustee Bill Review Schedule-Sept/Terri, Oct/Brett, Nov/Jonathan, Dec/Sarah 
-Trustee Building Assignments-ES/Brett, SS/Don, WS/Sarah, MS/Duane, HS/David, 
ERC/Jonathan, Maintenance-Bus Barn/Terri. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Nicole R. Hellyer 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________   ________________________________ 
Chairman       Clerk 
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