
What is Child Find? 
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Child Find is a component of 
Individuals with  Disabilities Educa- 
tion Act (IDEA) that requires states 
to identify, locate, and evaluate all 
children with disabilities aged 3 to 
21 who are in need of early inter- 
vention or special education services. 
It is a continuous process of public 
awareness activities, screening and 
evaluation to locate, identify, and 
refer children as early as possible. 

 Child Find? 
You may have concerns about a 

child’s development in an 
individual area or multiple areas 
which  could include: 

Communication Skills 
Cognitive Skills 

Motor Skills 
Daily Living Skills 

Social/Emotional Skills 
Vision/Hearing
Academic Skills

Orthopedic Needs 

Screening sessions for preschool 
children are conducted by Children's 
Resource Center, CRC. WCSD#1 
contracts with CRC for these 
screenings. CRC does schedule 
appointments for screenings and also 
conducts district wide screenings 
during each school year.  A “station” 
format is used and children rotate 
through the following screening 
stations as needed: 
➊  Vision 

➋  Hearing 
➌   Speech/Language 
➍   Developmental 
➎   OT/PT/OH 

Once all Child Find screenings are 
complete, the parent/guardian is 
provided with a summary of results. 
These results are discussed along 
with any additional screening or 
evaluation needs. 

What’s 
Next? 

Special points of interest 
before your Child Find 

appointment. 

✓Help your child by ensuring 
they receive a good night’s 
sleep and a healthy meal 
before their appointment. 

✓ Make sure adults familiar with 
the functioning level of the 
child attend the appointment. 

✓ Plan on allowing enough time  
for your appointment. The 
total time required will vary 
according to the needs of 
your child and that particular 
day. 

Screening Vs. Evaluation 

The Child Find appointment is a series of  “screenings.”
A preschool screening  is a series of short tests and professional 
observations in various developmental areas.  Children who demonstrate 
moderate delays in two or more areas, or significant delays in one or 
more areas in the screening process are asked to move on to receive an 
in-depth evaluation. 

Evaluations are comprehensive tests and professional observations 
which may occur over a period of time.  Children are not asked to partici- 
pate in a comprehensive evaluation unless the screening process indicates 
a need for further information.  September 2013 
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Contact information for 
preschool screenings.

http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/


Evaluation 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

Who can refer a school 
aged student for a 
special education 
evaluation?

The referral can originate from a 
parent, teacher or other school 
personnel. The Individual with 
Disabilities Education Act, (IDEA), 
mandates that school districts have 
the responsibility to identify, find and 
evaluate students who live within 
their boundaries suspected of having 
a disability.

Who should you contact 
if you have concerns 
about your child? 
You should contact your child's 
teacher or school administrator. You 
may also contact the Educational 
Resource Center for further 
information.

What happens next?
Your request for a possible special 
education evaluation will be considered 
by the Special Education Team at the 
ERC.  If your child is found to be in need 
of an evalaution for possible special 
education services, you will be 
contacted by a special education case 
manager for your written consent to 
conduct the evaluation. You will be 
notified, if the request was denied, 
including a written explanation.

Contact Information: 

Kim Sanford
Special Education Director

Educational Resource Center 
201 N. 15th St.

Worland, WY 82401
Phone: 307-347-2435

Fax: 307-347-2233
Email: ksanford@wsh1.k12.wy.us 

Evaluation: 
intended to answer these questions:

*Does the child have a disability that requires
the provision of special education and related 
services?
*What are the child's specific needs?
*What special education services and related
services, then, are appropriate for addressing 
those needs?

By law, the initial evaluation of the child must be 
“full and individual." The evaluation must assess 

the child in all areas related to the child’s 
suspected disability.

Is not eligible 
for special 
education 
services

Is eligible for 
special 

education 
services

Student 
information is 
brought back to 
the school's 
Building 
Intervention Team 
to discuss findings 
and determine 
needs and/or 
supports the 
student/family 
may need.

A meeting is set to discuss results of testing 
and determine eligiblity for special 

education services within 60 days of consent 
for evaluation.

IEP Meeting is scheduled to discuss the child's needs 
and write the student's IEP. 

Parents are full participating members of the IEP Team. 
Before the school district may provide special education 

and related services for the first time, 
the parent must give consent for services.

Services are provided, progress is measured 
and reported to parents.

The IEP is reviewed at least annually by the 
IEP Team.

What if I just have questions or concerns 
but not to the level of needing a special 
education evaluation?
You should still contact your child's teacher 
or school administrator to discuss your 
questions and/or concerns. Another great 
resource is the school counselor. 

Washakie County
 School District No. 1

mailto:lolaughl@greenville.k12.sc.us

	Center for Developmental Services
	Bring the following information to your appointment:
	Contact Information:
	Laura O’Laughlin
	Center for Developmental Services




