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2.30 McKinney-Vento Families in Transition Policy 
It is the policy of Washakie County School District No. 1 that every child will have equal 
access to a free and appropriate public education (FAPE). Children and youth who are in 
transition, including unaccompanied youth in transition, have the same rights to FAPE as 
do the other children and youth, and the District is committed to assuring that those rights 
are fully protected and honored. Any person or agency who is aware of any child of 
school age who meets the definition of a student or youth in transition, or in the event of 
the enrollment of a student who meets the definition of a student in transition, the person, 
agency, or principal of the school where the student may be enrolled is requested to 
notify the District McKinney-Vento Families in Transition Liaison: 

 

District McKinney-Vento 
Families in Transition 

Liaison 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

State Coordinator for 
Homeless Education 

 
Jody Rakness 
(307) 347-9286 

1900 Howell Avenue 
Worland WY  82401 

 

 
David Nicholas  
(307) 347-9286 

1900 Howell Avenue 
Worland WY  82401 

 

 
Shannon Cranmore 

307-777-3672 
shannon.cranmore@wyo.gov 

 

 

The McKinney-Vento Families in Transition Liaison will respond to all referrals to assist 
in developing an action plan to provide the student with the same free and appropriate 
public education that is provided to other children and youth.  
 
This action plan would include:  

 
• Students in Transition, including unaccompanied youth in transition, will be 

immediately enrolled in their school of origin or in the school in which 
enrollment is sought, depending upon the request of the parent or guardian 
and/or the best interests of the student.  
Washakie County School District No. 1 will not delay or deny enrollment 
based on a lack of immunization or medical records, a birth certificate, school 
records or other documentation from a previous school, or proof of residency. 
The District also will not delay or deny enrollment to students experiencing 
guardianship issues. 
The District will remove enrollment barriers related to missed application or 
enrollment deadlines, fines, fees or absences. 
The District will remove barriers that prevent children or youth in transition 
from receiving appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily 
completed while attending a prior school, in accordance with State, local, and 
school policies. 
The District will remove barriers for children or youth in transition, who meet 
the eligibility requirements, to access academic and extracurricular activities. 
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• Children or youth in transition will not be stigmatized or segregated based on 
their homeless status.  

 
• Families in transition, including, parents and guardians and unaccompanied 

youth in transition will be fully informed of all district transportation services, 
including transportation to and from the school of origin and will be assisted 
in accessing those transportation services. 

 
• Students in transition and/or their parent or guardian and unaccompanied 

youth in transition will be informed of the district dispute resolution procedure 
that ensures prompt dispute resolution and will be informed about their rights 
to appeal decisions made by the District by contacting the District McKinney-
Vento Families in Transition Liaison listed above. 
Enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with the requirements of the 
McKinney-Vento Act. 

 
• Identified students or youth in transition will receive free breakfast and lunch. 

 
• Identified students or youth in transition are eligible for Title I service, even 

when attending a non-Title I school. 
 

• Families in transition or unaccompanied youth in transition will be linked to 
educational, health or other support services.  This will include identifying 
non-school age children in the family and linking them to educational 
resources like Head Start for preschool age children or financial aid (FAFSA) 
for college age children. 

 
Notification of the above rights will be provided to families in transition or 
unaccompanied youth in transition via the district McKinney-Vento Family Information 
packet. 
 
Public notice of the educational rights of children and youth and unaccompanied youth in 
transition will be posted in the community at places accessible to families in transition or 
unaccompanied youth in transition. 
 
Parents or guardians of children or youth in transition will be informed of educational and 
related opportunities available to their student and will be provided with meaningful 
opportunities to participate in the education of their student. 

 
According to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvement Acts, 
reauthorized in December 2001 as Title X, Part C of the Elementary & Secondary 
Education Act (aka No Child Left Behind), the term homeless (children and youth in 
transition) means: 

 
A. Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, and 
B. Includes 
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i. Children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to 
loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason (sometimes 
referred to as doubled-up); are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 
camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations, 
are living in emergency or transitional shelters; or are abandoned in 
hospitals. 

ii. Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a 
public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human beings; 

iii. Children and youths who are living in cars, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; 
and  

iv. Migratory children (as such term as defined in section of 1309 of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education of 1965) who qualify as homeless 
for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in 
circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii) above; or  

 
An unaccompanied youth is defined as a homeless (children and youth in transition) who 
is not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian living in circumstances described in 
clauses (i) through (iii) above. 

 
C. In determining whether a child or youth is in transition, the relative 

permanence of the living arrangements will be considered. Determinations 
will be made on a case-by-case basis. 

 
The terms “homeless” or “homeless individual” (students in transition) do not include 
any individual imprisoned or otherwise detained. 
 
Washakie County School District personnel will receive professional development in 
order to assist students in transition and unaccompanied youth in transition with 
overcoming the challenges of homelessness.  This training will include, but not be limited 
to; Inductee McKinney-Vento training for all new staff, all staff Global Compliance 
Network online homeless (student in transition training), monthly student in transition 
reports with building contacts, and weekly students in transition reports to the 
Superintendent.  
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