
  Washakie County School District No. 1 
Board of Trustees Meeting        October 26, 2020  Administration Building 
      
 
6:45 pm- Trustee Book Study-Time For Change 
 
A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE—7:00 PM 

The Washakie County School District No. 1 Board of Trustees held their regular meeting on 
Monday, October 26, 2020 at the Administration Building. 
 
Those in attendance were:  Don Bryant, David Tommerup, Dean DuPree, Terri Logan, Duane 
Whitlock, and Susan Scheuerman. 
 
Also in attendance were:  David Nicholas, Jody Rakness and Jack Stott.  Administrators and 
community members attended via Zoom. 
 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES—September 28  
Terri Logan made a motion to approve the meeting minutes.  Duane Whitlock seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 
C. COMMUNICATION/AUDIENCE  

1. WHSAA Good Sportsmanship Award- 
Darla Hernandez Worland vs Powell September 19, 2020 
Ajiah Montoya Worland vs Lyman September 11, 2020 
Denali Jones Worland vs Lander September 24, 2020 
 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Susan Scheuerman made a motion to approve the agenda.  Terri Logan seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried 6-0. 
 

E. APPROVAL OF BILLS  
Duane Whitlock made a motion to approve the bills.  The bills are as follows: $1,178,038.32 from 
payroll with warrant numbers 29226-29248 and 129028-129319, $284,942.06 from payroll 
transfers, $343,847.88 from utility with warrant numbers 91222-91462 and $8,221.27 from credit 
cards.  David Tommerup seconded the motion.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 
F. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Discuss school safety. 
• Safety audit 
• ALICE training 
• School entries, bollards, securing the area behind the shops, safety glass, metal 

detectors, ID checks, cameras 
• Full time SRO 
• Conceal carry student, staff and community survey 
• Staff and student mental health-see something, say something—any problem is all 

our problem. 
• Peer reporting procedures-Safe to Tell 
• OLWEUS 
• Rachel’s Challenge-Friends of Rachel 
• Raptor ID entry system 
• COVID 

David Nicholas reported that we have gone 40+ days in-person schooling this year.  
Jack Stott commented that the state has sent the district different PPE equipment such 
as mask, gloves, sanitizer, sanitizer stations, thermometers, and AED’s, all of which 
were free to the district.  The funds for this came out of the state CARES act. 
 

G. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Discuss and approve policy.   

Duane Whitlock made a motion to approve policy change to 1.15 (m) Reduction In Force as 
presented.  David Tommerup seconded the motion.  The motion carried 6-0.  Note:  this is the 
first reading and we need three readings to make the change. 

 
2. Discuss and approve resignation.  

Terri Logan made a motion to approve the resignation of Jack Stott effective end of February 
2021.  Dean DuPree seconded the motion.  The motion carried 6-0.  The Board of Trustees 



thanked Jack for all of the work, time and dedication that he has put into the district in the 25 
years he has been here.  They will be sad to have him leave and wish him well. 

 
3. Discuss and approve classified staff.  

David Tommerup made a motion to hire Kim Files for the position of East Side part time 
CEIS para, Stacie Jones for the position of East Side part time life skills para, and  
Kindell Pierce for the position of East Side part time para.  Duane Whitlock seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 
4. Discuss 2021-2022 calendar options. 

Four calendar options were provided for discussion to the Board of Trustees.  Terri Logan 
asked that the calendars go out to staff and that the feedback is taken back to the trustees. 

 
5. Discuss Recalibration Letter.  

David Nicholas reported on the recalibration letter that was mailed out to all school board 
chairman.  He also shared with trustees the letter that the district drafted in response to the 
letter sent to the chairman. 

  
            6.   Discuss and approve irrigation project at West Side Elementary. 

Duane Whitlock made a motion to approve the irrigation project at West Side Elementary as 
presented.  David Tommerup seconded the motion.  The motion carried 6-0.  
Note: This construction will move West Side Elementary from city water to canal water.  The 
pay back on this project is five years or less. 

 
H. BOARD REPORTS 

1. BOCES 
2.  Technology/Curriculum  
3. Policy 
4. Salary 
5.  Recreation  
6. Buildings & Grounds 
7. Transportation 
8. Insurance/Wellness 
9. Building Visits by Trustees 

David Nicholas thanked Terri Logan for her recent visit to the high school and encouraged all 
board members to visit their buildings.  The staff and admin appreciate seeing them. 
 

I. WEA REPORT 
Courtney Burkey reported for the WEA that they are now up to 70 members in Worland.  She 
commended the administration and staff for making the start of the year as normal as it could be.  
They are doing 2nd quarter testing at West Side and the kids are excited to be back at school.  She 
said that they are averaging 100% attendance most days. 
 

J. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
1. Enrollment (Oct 2, 2020): High School—406, Middle School—274, West Side—157, South 

Side—150, East Side—159. Total enrollment: 1146. (Last year’s enrollment: 1244) 
 Washakie Online-57 
2. Attendance/Membership Summary Report for each grade is enclosed, showing in the last 

column, the percentage of attendance for September.  
3. We had 101 staff sign up to get a flu shot.  
4. American Education Week is November 16-20, 2020. 
5. The WSBA Annual Conference will be November 18-20, held virtually. 
6. The Board retreat will be in January because this is an election year. 
7. Review resolutions-Terri Logan.  
8. The legislative meeting is in December (time and date TBA). 
9. Discuss moving the December school board meeting to accommodate the holiday season. 
10. Report on Guiding Coalition.  
11. Parent Focus Group. 
12. Recalibration Committee meeting-October 28-30. 
 

K. BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT 
Jack Stott thanked the board for approving his resignation.  He said that there is no report from 
the auditors yet but is hoping for one by the November meeting.  The state is trying to change the 
requirements for substitute teachers.  The first way to get your certificate is to have 60 semester 
credits.  The alternative method is to do 30 observation hours and 24 in-service hours.  They are 
trying to get it changed so that subs can do their observation and in-service hours while subbing 
to get the hours in.  This will help us to get more subs and subs sooner so the building secretaries 
are not scrambling in the mornings.    



 
L. ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS  

Ryan Clark reported girls basketball and wrestling are fully under way.  6th grade attendance is at 
96.18, 7th grade is at 96.20, 8th grade is 96.12.  Attendance at the middle school is down about 
.09%.  It is important to find what families need during this time when people are being kept at 
home for sickness or quarantine.  Students that are out are using Canvas to stay caught up.   
Parent Teacher conferences felt like most of the parents were in attendance and in the building. 
Conferences were spread out over 4 nights.   
Kim Sanford said that she has kids in school, Washakie Online and home school students that 
they are servicing and working hard to accommodate each situation.  In the monthly newsletter, 
they focused on ways families can stick to routines and work on behaviors.  Home activities such 
as baking and board games were included in the newsletter to help with the transition from home 
to school and back again.  They are also working on Child Find referrals via Zoom, in-person 
meetings and any way that they can reach families. 
Wade Sanford thanked all of his staff and the admin for the way that the year has been so far.  
Everything is new this year and staff and students are adjusting well to things, often on the fly, 
overcoming all challenges that are coming their way.  Homecoming week was successful, but 
different.  Parent teacher conferences were about 40-50% in attendance, in person.  Many parents 
with high school students are using Canvas to track their students work and progress.  Mr. 
Gunderson and the building Coalition are working hard on the School Improvement Plan and 
developing the culture of the school.  Students are now contributing to “what is a warrior.” They 
are waiting for the 2021 seniors to get their ACT scores back, hopefully soon.  They did not get to 
take the spring ACT due to closures.  He thanked Terri Logan for her visit to the high school.  
She was able to walk around and look at the school and the FFA/AG program. 
Bruce Miller reported that parent teacher conferences went well with about 80-85% of parents 
attending in person.  The rest were done via Zoom and telephone calls.  The Veteran’s Day 
program is coming up soon.  Mrs. Wright has done a wonderful job getting the program going 
with COVID restrictions.  There will be two programs, one at 6:30 and the other at 7:00 PM to 
keep the attendance below 250 people. Several of the students from Washakie Online are coming 
back to in-person school.  He is thankful for his teachers and all of the effort that they are putting 
in.  He is hoping after school programs like Homework Club will be able to resume next week.  
Mrs. Keller and her class were asked by Scholastic to have a Zoom meeting with the author of the 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid books.  It will be a beach party and posted on the Scholastic website.  
They will get to do a studio tour of his workspace. 
Kenneth Dietz reported that they recently participated in a NET assembly, which is a national 
assembly to always encourage others, which was done virtually.  South Side RTI is continuing.  
The School Improvement Plan is being finalized.  Parent teacher conferences are not quite at 
100%.  Teachers are continuing to reach out to parents to try to get something scheduled.  They 
had more parents opt in for Zoom or telephone calls than in-person.  They had their first COVID 
outbreak last week.  He has not received any phone calls from parents about it and he feels like 
parents are confident in the way the district is handling things.  South Side is looking at having 
their first parent night soon.  It will focus on technology and online learning such as Canvas.  
After school programs are all up and running.  They are getting ready for Christmas programs and 
having to also split the programs to keep attendance below 250. Staff discussed what they did last 
spring with online learning and what needs to be done to improve learning in the event that 
schools go to distance learning.   
Chris Peterson reported that parent teacher conferences were close to 100%.  Those were attended 
in person, Zoom and telephone calls.  The school did an ALICE training in the classrooms and 
will continue doing them this month.  November 9th is a school in-service day but will be a 
normal day for East Side to make up for their late start date.  The PTO is putting up the Angel 
tree again in the entrance of the school this year for kids and families in need.  He gave a shout 
out to Kim Wyman and how she has been handling Washakie Online.  They have had some kids 
come back from Washakie Online and return to brick and mortar. 
Aaron Abel reported that we are coming to the end of our fall season.  Cross Country finished 
their season.  Marching band was done virtually and received a superior rating.  Football playoffs 
are this week in Cody.  There will be a spectator limit and people will need tickets.  Volleyball 
will be hosting the regional tournament here in Worland.  We will be playing Lovell, winner goes 
to state, and loser is done.  State will be November 6th.  All of Class 3A will be done in one day.  
Conference swimming was split between towns.  Worland was able to host 3 towns.  Times were 
given in real time for placings.  State is the next weekend in Laramie. 10 girls have qualified so 
far and one girl will compete in the last chance meet to see if she qualifies.  NFHS is not free 
during post season.  There is a fee of $10.99/month. This includes all sports.   
Jody Rakness reported that all schools are working on their School Improvement Plans.  
Accreditation is an annual piece now.  We are still waiting for chrome books for East Side.  The 
bid was put in in June and is not expected to be filled until the end of November.  The first 
quarter was successful.  We are in phase 2 of LETRS training.  Online kids are daily coming in 
and out of Washakie Online.  Families are struggling in life and keeping their kids in school.  She 
congratulated Vanessa Keller and her class on being involved in the Scholastic Zoom show with 



the author of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series.  She also congratulated Shannon Christian on 
being recognized as 1 of 20 people to be an after school ambassador.  She will participate in 
planning and development of online programs.  The state board of education is working on a 
piece called profile of a graduate.  As we learn more about that program, she will fill us in.   
 
Many of the admin team thanked Jack Stott and shared personal stories and experiences with him 
during their reports. 
 

M. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Duane Whitlock made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:28 PM.  David Tommerup 
seconded the motion.  
Dean DuPree made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 8:46 PM.  David Tommerup 
seconded the motion. 
 

N. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 PM 

 
Please note FYI-  
-Trustee Bill Review Schedule- Oct/Don, Nov/Sarah, Dec/Duane 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Nicole R. Hellyer 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________   ________________________________ 
Chairman       Clerk 
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