
Plum City School District 
 

Operating Non-Recurring Referendum Information 
 
What is an operating referendum? 
An operating referendum asks permission from voters to exceed the state-imposed 
revenue limit for the purpose of funding school operations. It is NOT a referendum to 
incur debt to complete facility projects.  

Is this a non-recurring or recurring referendum? 
This is a non-recurring referendum.  A non-recurring referendum means we can levy up 
to that additional amount for the period of time defined in the resolution. We are 
requesting a five-year non-recurring referendum.  The revenue limit reverts to the State 
of Wisconsin’s limit at the end of the five years. This option was chosen because it 
provides a sunset for the referendum and allows residents to make an informed choice 
in future years. 

The Plum City School District (PCSD) is asking for: 

 $500,000 for 21-22 
 $500,000 for 22-23 
 $500,000 for 23-24 
 $500,000 for 24-25 
 $500,000 for 25-26 

What is the tax impact of the 2020 referendum? 
If voters approve the referendum, the current projected 2020 PCSD tax levy rate of 
$11.12 will increase 31 cents to $11.43 per $1,000 of property value. Below are 
the projected increases, which would be seen on 2021 tax bills: 
 
 $23.25 - tax increase for a home valued at $75,000  
 $31.00 - tax increase for a home valued at $100,000 
 $46.50 - tax increase for a home valued at $150,000 
 $62.00 - tax increase for a home valued at $200,000 
 
School levy impact if referendum passes 
The tax rate, as a result of a successful referendum, will increase by $0.31 (per $1,000 
of property value) in the first year. Below is an example of the mill rate and tax impact 
for a home valued at $100K if our student count stays the same and property value 
rises slowly. 
 
Tax Year     Home Value       Mill Rate Referendum Tax Impact 
2020             $100K                $11.12  $1,112 
2021             $100K                $11.43   $1,143 
2022             $100K                $11.44  $1,144 
2023             $100K                $11.39  $1,139 
2024             $100K                $11.37  $1,137 
 
  



School levy impact if not passed 
The tax rate, if the referendum is not adopted, will drop to $8.34 per $1,000 of equalized 
property value in 2021.  See the example below for a home valued at $100K: 
 
Tax Year     Home Value       Mill Rate Referendum Tax Impact 
2020             $100K                $11.12  $1,112 
2021             $100K                $ 8.34   $834 
2022             $100K                $ 8.45  $845 
2023             $100K                $ 8.50  $850 
2024             $100K                $ 8.58  $858 
  
What is the history of Plum City’s tax levy rate? 
The PCSD has always worked to maintain a stable tax rate. The average tax rate over 
the past 6 years has been $11.73. The current tax rate of $11.12, and the proposed 
$11.43 tax rate, are both below the 6-year average. 
 
Why are PC taxpayers bearing the brunt of funding our schools instead of the 
state? 
The state's equalization aid formula is designed to fund schools proportionately, based 
on a community's wealth, as measured by property value per student. As a result of 
PC’s property value, the state has assigned the majority of responsibility to local 
taxpayers.  

What will the operating referendum fund? 
Pay electric bills. Heat and cool buildings. Pay our staff. Transport students to and from 
school. Provide health insurance. Fund sports and extra-curricular activities. They are 
not used to incur debt. Operating referendums are utilized for operating expenses.  

Examples include: 
 Personnel 
 Transportation 
 Utilities 
 Programs 
 Co-curriculars 
 Maintain current curriculum standards 

 
What happens if we don’t need the entire referendum amount? 
If we do not need the entire referendum amount we will either not levy the full $500,000 
or we will put the excess money into Fund 46.  Setting money aside into Fund 46 helps 
us to avoid going to a referendum for future capital project needs, such as asbestos 
removal. 
 
What will happen if the referendum fails? 
A failed referendum will force PC to make cuts to balance its 21-22 budget. Those 
cuts will come from several areas:  
 
 
 



 Staff 
 Programs 
 Services 
 Extracurriculars 
 Athletics 
 Transportation 
 Technology 

  
What has already been done to manage the budget? 
The Plum City School District has worked hard to balance its annual budget and be 
fiscally responsible by such measures as utilizing multi-age classrooms and finding 
efficiencies in transportation. Without another non-recurring referendum, the district will 
not be able to manage the continuing decline in revenue through the strategies that 
have been utilized over the past decades. Cost savings have been found through the 
following measures: 
 

 Increasing class sizes 
 Attracting open enrollment-in to mid-point of class guideline ranges 
 Reducing support services to students 
 Eliminating employee post-employment benefits 
 Eliminating step and lane compensation increases 
 Reducing operating budgets 
 Centralizing support services and eliminating support positions in buildings 
 Insurance redesign and competitive bidding processes* 
 Shifting costs for benefits to employees* 
 Holding off on building updates 
 Restructuring delivery of learning opportunities 
 Reducing our amount of Contracted Services 
 Co-op Sports 
 Hiring our own Substitutes 

 
Want to find out more? 
Attend a Virtual Town Hall Meeting.  They’re being held on: 

 September 21st at 6:00 pm before the board meeting 
 October 5 at 7:00 pm 
 November 2nd at 7:00 pm night before election 

The link to join the meeting is: https://meet.google.com/wdz-aacv-yik 
Alternatively, you can call: (402) 356-1195 and punch in PIN: 697877719 
 
Questions? 
Contact: 
Amy Vesperman, Superintendent at (715) 647-2591 avesperman@plumcity.k12.wi.us 
or 
Suzi Gould, Business Manager at (608) 447-1163 sgould@plumcity.k12.wi.us  


