
 
April 10, 2020 
 

Denver Class of 2020,  
 

First and foremost, I hope you are well. The situation we are walking through as a society is unprecedented and 
certainly not the way we envisioned how the last months of your senior year would go. I commend you and your 
families for your optimism, encouragement, and strength during such uncertain times in our community, state, 
and nation. I feel very fortunate to be a Denver Cyclone and please know that I am here for you however I can 
help.  
 

This experience has reminded me that we cannot choose our circumstances, but we can choose how we 
respond when adversity comes. It is extremely hard to be told that you cannot come to school right now, see 
your friends, participate in extracurricular activities, perform that speech or large group band/vocal performance, 
attend your regularly scheduled prom event, etc. But one thing I know is that you are a resilient generation who I 
believe will learn from this and be even stronger because of it. So I encourage you to remain positive, look for 
the good in all situations, take each day as it comes, and try to stop stressing over things you do not have any 
control over.  
 

As of right now, we still have more questions than answers. Some of those currently unanswered questions that 
pertain to you could include: 

● Will we come back to school this Spring? If so, when? 
● Will I get to compete in spring sports, band & choir concerts/competitions, etc.?  
● Will we be able to have a prom?  
● Will this impact my ability to graduate on time? 
● What will happen with senior awards night, graduation ceremony, etc.? 

 
The short answer to these questions right now is we don’t know, but we will do everything we can to make the 
rest of your senior year memorable. I know how important this time of your life is to you and your family. We 
hope to know more soon and we should have more guidance from Governor Reynolds by the end of next week 
on the likelihood of Iowa returning to school this spring. At that point, we will be able to start finalizing answers to 
all your questions and I will communicate with you at that time. I can tell you that due to the governor’s current 
school closure through April 30th, I have rescheduled prom to Saturday, May 9th. This could change again, but 
that is the current plan until we know more.  
 

However, there a few things I can promise you: 
● We are working every day to make the best decisions possible in light of the current situation. 
● This closure WILL NOT keep you from graduating on time.  

○ Assuming you have passed all the necessary classes. We will send out more information soon 
regarding the Senior Portfolio requirement. But the school board has waived the community 
service requirement, if you were concerned about that.  

● This closure WILL NOT prevent you from receiving the scholarships and awards you have earned. 
● We WILL conduct a graduation ceremony at an appropriate time. 

○ Mr. Laures and I are committed to celebrating you and recognizing the great things you’ve done 
and the great young adults you have become. In this light, please be sure you see Mrs. Flory’s 
email she sent on April 7th regarding your senior spotlight. Please respond by April 17th.  

 

I speak on behalf of our entire staff: We miss each and every one of you and truly hope to see you soon. Until 
then, please reach out to me or your teachers if you have questions. Please also continue to follow the CDC and 
Department of Public Health guidelines and do your part to ensure the safety of not only yourselves, but of your 
families and community. As I said before, we will get through this together and I find it very fitting that your class 
motto by Bud Meyer says, “The moment may be temporary, but the memory is forever.” 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

Mr. Anderson 


