
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 9, 2022

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order
by President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located at
540 Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Heather
Prendergast, and Ryan Wirtjes. Absent: Jeff Schumacher. Staff members present: Taylor
Anderson, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters.

Giesler/Prendergast to approve the March 9, 2022 agenda. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the following March 9, 2022 Consent Items: March bills,
February financial statements, and March 14, 2022 Regular Board Minutes. Ayes-Four.  Motion
carried.

There was nothing brought up under Declaration of Conflict of Interest.

Under Public Forum, Joel Teetzen asked for clarification on whether the public forum was a
question/answer session or a comment only session to the Board.  Krebsbach clarified that the
public forum is an opportunity for the public to provide comments to the Board.  Teetzen
commented that he noticed that the district audit indicated that the district has issued $11M in
bonds.  He also asked the Board to provide details on the recent childcare expansion grant and
expressed that adding childcare for babies sounds like a babysitting service. Aaron Lueders
stated that surrounding districts are dropping mask mandates on buses and that Denver should be
doing the same.  He also asked how the school is spending ESSER dollars.  He also stated that
parent teacher conferences should return to in person.

Under Secondary School Construction updates, Laures reported a temporary wall will be
going up on the west side of the lobby.  The roofing will start next week in the commons, the
drywall will be wrapping up very soon and painting will begin in the offices.  They are currently
installing bathroom tile.  Board member Giesler asked when the indoor walking track would be
affected.  Laures responded that at this point, the track would remain open throughout the
construction.

Prendergast/Wirtjes to approve Pay Application #11 to Larson Construction in the amount of
$928,642.27. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.

Giesler/Prendergast to approve Change Order #5 in the amount of $26,636.83. Ayes-Four.
Motion carried.

Under Masks on Buses, Superintendent Laures reported that the mask mandate on buses was
dropped last week when the CDC changed their guidelines.  President Krebsbach stated that he
and Laures consulted with each other on the topic prior to the decision, as well as reviewing the
guidance from the Department of Ed and Iowa Department of Public Health and found that it
was appropriate to drop the requirement.  All board members present stated that they supported



the decision to drop the mask requirement on the bus.

Prendergast/Wirtjes to approve the 2022-2023 School Academic Calendar.  There was
discussion on moving graduation Sunday from Memorial Day weekend to the weekend prior
weekend; however, the requirement on the last day for seniors must be within 5 days before the
last day of the scheduled school year, therefore graduation early would not allow that timeframe.
Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.

Prendergast/Giesler to open a public hearing on the proposed Resolution to Continue
Participation in the Instructional Support Program at 5:45pm. Proof of publication received and
on file. There were no written public comments received prior to the meeting.  There were no
public comments received in person.  Prendergast/Giesler to close the public hearing at 5:46pm.
Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.

Prendergast/Giesler to approve Resolution to Continue participation in the Instructional
Support Program.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes-Four.  Motion Carried.

Under Facility Usage Discussion, Superintendent Laures shared there are now increased
weekend hours in Cyclone Center on days where there are no events.  The Board discussed the
public use of the walking track and the weight room when the secondary school moves to the
new location.  Laures reported that he would like the Board to start discussing whether the public
would be allowed to use the facility during school hours.  President Krebsbach stated that he
would like to gather public feedback at the next Board meeting on whether it would be useful for
the public to continue public hours during the day.  He requested that a notice to the public be
posted at Cyclone Center seeking public feedback.  Security issues were discussed on allowing
the public track use while P.E. classes were held in the gym. Principal Gebel pointed out that
there is a full day of PE classes. Board member Prendergast asked for a report on the number of
entry scans at all times of the day.  There was a consensus from all Board members present to
review current usage of the facility and explore all opportunities to allow the public day time
access of the facility.

Prendergast/Giesler to approve AEA Purchasing Contract. Ayes-Four.  Motion Carried.

Prendergast/Giesler to set a date for public hearing for 2022-2023 budget on April 13, 2022.
Ayes-Four.  Motion Carried.

Prendergast/Giesler to enter into closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 21.5(1)(e) to consider a
student expulsion at 6:00 p.m. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.

Giesler/Prendergast to approve and accept expulsion agreement and waiver of hearing. Roll
call vote: Ayes-Five.  Motion carried.

Prendergast/Giesler to receive public comments on first reading of Policy 505.5 at 6:18pm.
Laures explained that a desk audit with the Department of Education pointed out that our board
policy needs to be updated to reflect a Financial Literacy course needed in order to graduate.
Prendergast/Giesler to close the public hearing at 5:18pm. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.



Prendergast/Ryan to approve the first reading of Board Policy 505.5. Ayes-Four.  Motion
carried.

REPORTS
Under Personnel Report, Prendergast/Wirtjes to approve Katie Bergland as volunteer girls
soccer coach. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram thanked the Club 11 volunteers and discussed
how beneficial the running program is for 2nd - 5th graders. He also discussed an opportunity for
first graders who were invited by UNI to attend a virtual author visit from children's book author
Jan Spivey Gilchrist.

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel thanked support staff including the Para
educators, kitchen staff, janitorial staff, and bus drivers for their on-going support in making each
day a success.  Gebel also reported that conferences, back to a face-to-face structure, were a
success.  ISASP testing for grades 3-11 would be held April 26-30.

Under High School Principal Report, Mr. Anderson congratulated the students and coaches of
the Academic Decathlon, Speech, and our winter sports teams for a great season.  He invited the
Board to the “A Night of Stars”, celebrating our students and the arts on Thursday, March 10th at
Cyclone Center.  The 4th Annual North Iowa Cedar League Conference Academic Recognition
Banquet would be held at Central Rivers AEA on March 21st.  Board member Wirtjes asked the
principals if the parent teacher conferences held the previous week were in person or virtual.  Mr
Gebel shared that they were virtual and that very few parents had asked to be virtual.

Under Superintendent Report, Laures invited the public to the upcoming school play, Brother’s
Grim Spectaculathon on April 8th, 9th, and 10th. Laures extended thoughts and prayers to Des
Moines East High School. He said the recent incident is a reminder to be vigilant on school
safety.  The administrative team reviewed plans and procedures and discussed various scenarios.
He reported that it was a great season with winter sports and activities.  He explained that this
year, we have had 4 canceled school days and is reviewing possible scenarios for making those
days up.  The two most likely scenarios are as follows:

2 student make-up days up and 2 teacher work days
1 student make-up day and 3 teacher work days

He explained that there could be more snow days at this point so nothing yet would be decided
and having the teacher work days would allow us time to prepare for the upcoming transition to
our new school.

Under Board President Report, President Krebsbach reported that the KIDS group raffle would
be tomorrow and extended his appreciation to the group for their hard work and dedication to our
school.  He reported that the Performing Arts Disney Trip leaves Friday at 10am.  He wished
everyone a safe and enjoyable spring break.



There being no further discussion, Krebsbach/Prendergast to adjourn at 6:32p.m. Ayes-Four.
Motion carried.

ATTEST:

_________________________________      _________________________________
Scott Krebsbach, President Becky Walters, Board Secretary


