
DENVER COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Return To Learn Plan

MONDAY, AUGUST 23, 2021

DCSD will begin on-time and onsite for the 2021-2022 school year.

Updated: August 16th, 2021

DENVER CSD LEARNING OPTIONS
We have learned a great deal from COVID, among the most clear lessons is the importance of face to face
in-person learning.  With the exception of extreme medical situations, or a new proclamation from the governor,
face to face learning will be our method of instruction.

Face to Face Learning
Students will return to school as normal.  Daily schedules, classroom
structures, and routines will support social distancing and mitigation
strategies to the best extent possible.

Virtual Learning
The Denver School District will not be offering virtual Zoom classes to
students during the 2021-2022 school year. Students with extreme
medical conditions (who are unable to attend in-person due to their
medical condition) will need to contact their building principal for next
steps regarding their educational plan for the upcoming school year.
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Introduction

Click Here to View the Iowa Department of Public Health Most Current Guidance

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year.  While some restrictions have been lifted, we need to continue to be careful as
we move forward with the academic school year here at Denver Community Schools.  COVID-19 continues to change
what our atmosphere may look like, however, we have the tools, staff, and passion to educate your child and look
forward to what we hope will be as normal of a school year as possible.  This document is designed to share and
outline our procedures for cleaning and disinfecting our school buildings in an effort to mitigate the risk of COVID-19
transmission. Keep in mind that mitigation efforts will not eliminate the risk; they simply reduce the chance someone
will become ill.

This plan further describes additional safety procedures the district is undertaking as it relates to actions we are
utilizing in the district to help you and your child feel safe when they are in our care. Recommendations included
herein are based on guidance issued by the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Iowa Department of Education, the
Bremer County Health Department, and the Iowa Department of Health.  This document may be updated as
conditions change and we learn more. We will continue to communicate these changes to you as they develop.

Mitigation Strategies Classroom and School Environments

● Screening
● Entering the Building
● Cleaning and Disinfecting
● Symptomatic Students and/or Adults
● Exclusion from School
● Communication of Communicable

Disease Protocol
● Face Coverings

● Parent-Teacher Conferences-- Fall
Term

● Lunch
● Recess
● Transportation and Busing
● School Activities and Public Events
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Mitigation Strategies

Screening We will not be universally screening students as they enter the building, but rather spot-checking
them.  In the elementary school we will be having students come into the building and they may be
screened by teachers, paraeducators, and other staff. Each teacher will have their own thermometer
in their classroom.  Students who report COVID-19 symptoms should stay home from school and
parents should call their medical provider. It is critical for parents to screen students at home and not
send them if they are ill.

Entering the Buildings Multiple building access points to campus facilities will be open for student entry at the start of the
school day. Doors to the elementary and middle school buildings will not be unlocked until 8:05 a.m.
The doors in the high school will unlock at 7:55 a.m.

Elementary: Elementary Main Office Doors and K-1 Playground Entrance

Middle School: Middle School Office and Fairview Street (water tower entrance)

High School: Main Office Entrance, Northwest Entrance (Wrestling room), North Entrance on Eagle
Street (Flagpole)

Those students eating breakfast may start entering the various buildings at 7:45 a.m. by entering the
middle school or high school office entrances.  All students eating breakfast should report immediately
to the lunchroom and remain there until 8:05.

Parents and guardians are asked to keep children home if they are running a fever above 100.4 and
are otherwise ill.

Visitors will be extremely limited and will only be in direct relation to academic support.
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Cleaning and
Disinfecting

A custodial employee will continue to spend a portion of the day cleaning throughout the buildings
with particular emphasis on restrooms and common areas.

All our maintenance and custodial staff will undergo additional training in August as a refresher on the
products we are using to clean our buildings and proper cleaning procedures that will ensure we get
the most out of our efforts.

Hand sanitizing stations are placed in high traffic common areas throughout our buildings. Hand
sanitizer will be available in each classroom.

The district will be disinfecting with fogging sprayers in classrooms, hallways, locker rooms, and other
common areas. These medical grade foggers will be administered after school hours when students
and staff are not in the building.  The fogging sprayers will be useful in the disinfecting of school buses,
athletic facilities, shop areas, and other areas of high traffic and high touch throughout the school day.

Symptomatic Students
and/or Adults

Any student or adult who becomes ill will be isolated at the nurse’s office in the elementary school and
screened using the protocol and known symptoms as outlined by the local health department.  If they
are running a fever, we will call the parent or guardian (in the case of a student) and have them come
pick the student up from school and encourage them to call their primary care physician for advice on
how best to proceed.

Please note:  students and adults that present symptoms may very well be ill with a whole host of
common ailments. Parents and the community should not expect notification each and every time a
student becomes sick while at school (except the parent of the child who is sick). School personnel will
not make any medical diagnosis in regards to illnesses. For health concerns or questions, please
contact Nurse Kari Murch at kmurch@denver.k12.ia.us.
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Exclusion from School Students and staff who are ill with COVID-19 should be excluded from school. Those who test positive
for COVID-19 should self-isolate at home until 10 days have passed since their symptoms, they have
been fever free for 24 hours (without the use of fever-reducing medication), and all other symptoms
have improved.  [IDPH Common Child Illnesses and Exclusions]

Those who test positive for COVID-19 and are asymptomatic should self-isolate at home until at least
10 days have passed since they were tested and have had no symptoms since the day of testing.

Those who test negative and are not a close contact to a person who has tested positive for COVID-19
should self-isolate at home until 24 hours after the symptoms resolve.  Anyone who is being tested for
COVID-19 should self-isolate at home while awaiting test results.  The IDPH is not performing COVID-19
positive case investigations for all positive reports or conducting contact tracing for COVID-19 exposed
persons  The IDPH has adjusted COVID-19 surveillance to follow the influenza model; state case
investigation and tracing efforts for COVID-19 now focus on outbreaks and vulnerable populations.
IDPH is not currently issuing isolation and quarantine orders for COVID-19 exposed individuals.

Communication of
Communicable Disease
Protocol

On any given day, we have students who are absent from school due to illness. That stated, not every
student who is ill from school will ultimately be diagnosed with COVID-19.  Likewise, we have to rely on
individual families to communicate with the district if a positive case has been diagnosed within our
school(s).

Further, we have to balance the privacy of our students along with the health and safety of all our
students and staff members in the district. Only when a positive case of COVID-19 has been confirmed
by the family, will we notify each level (Elementary-Middle School-High) school community of the
case, while not identifying the individual. That communication will be in coordination with the health
department and include steps the school district is taking with regard to additional mitigation efforts
and contact tracing if appropriate.  Our communication protocol and instructions for dealing with
COVID-19 in the school will follow the direction of the local health department.
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Face Coverings Cloth face coverings are not surgical masks, respirators, or medical-grade protective equipment.  Per
state law, schools can not mandate face coverings in their buildings.

Face coverings are strongly recommended for those who are not vaccinated, but not required to be
worn by all employees and students of the Denver Community School District.  All individuals are
certainly welcome to choose to wear face coverings

Classroom and School Environment

Parent-Teacher
Conferences--Fall Term

Parent-teacher conferences during the fall term of the 2021-2022 school year will have an option via
Zoom and face to face.  We will reevaluate this protocol to determine what is appropriate for the
spring term.

Lunch Our lunch shifts will be scheduled in a manner that supports physical distancing as much as is
reasonably possible. Outside lunch guests are not permitted at this time. Hand sanitizing stations will
be placed in the entrance of the lunch line. All lunch lines will be encouraged to use social distancing.
We will continue to provide additional seating for all lunch shifts.

Recess Recess is being scheduled in a manner that minimizes the size of groups on the playground and when
possible will be conducted by individual grade level cohorts. The schedule will be built to ensure
students have access to playground equipment and playground facilities in grade level cohorts.

Transportation and
Busing

In accordance with guidance from the IDPH students are required to wear face coverings while riding a
school bus for school and activities.

School Activities &
Public Events

School activities and athletes will follow district procedures and refer to athletic union and public
health guidance.
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