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TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN 
Denver Community School District Transitional Kindergarten Mission Statement 

Transitional kindergarten offers families the opportunity for their child to further develop maturity, 
confidence, and academic skills necessary for success in Kindergarten.  

Denver Community School District Transitional Kindergarten Vision  

Our vision is to support social and emotional development while fostering academic needs.  

Transitional Kindergarten benefits students by improving reading and mathematics skills as well as 
their abilities to regulate emotions (Manship, Quick, Holod, Mills, Ogut, Jacobson Chernoff, Blum, 
Hauser, Anthony and Gonzalez, 2015). Students with developed social, emotional, and behavioral 
skills are more likely to achieve greater academic success throughout their education. Kindergarten 
Common Core Standards placed on traditional kindergarten students reduces the time allowed to 
positively develop social, emotional and behavioral skills. Therefore, transitional kindergarten 
provides opportunities for students to further develop these skills prior to entering a traditional 
kindergarten environment.  

Frequently Asked Questions About Transitional Kindergarten How is transitional kindergarten 
different from preschool?  

Transitional kindergarten is part of the Denver Community School District and is focused on the 
Kindergarten Common Core Standards. It builds off of self-regulation and play-based learning from 
preschool. Along with encouraging inquiry and exploration, transitional kindergarten has more 
independent, interactive activities that incorporate kindergarten content standards to provide 
students the experiences to enter the following year with confidence.  

How is transitional kindergarten different from traditional kindergarten?  

Traditional kindergarten provides experiences to help students master kindergarten academic 
standards by using different resources. The transitional kindergarten environment includes more 
opportunities for social and emotional development through intentional social and emotional 
teaching. The Kindergarten Common Core Standards are modified in a transitional kindergarten 
classroom to meet the academic and social-emotional needs of younger children.  
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Where and when will transitional kindergarten be offered?  

Students will attend transitional kindergarten daily at Denver Elementary School, Monday through 
Friday, 8:07 a.m. to 3:10 p.m., following the Denver Community School District calendar. Students 
in transitional kindergarten will have a similar daily schedule to kindergarten; including music, art, 
P.E., library, guidance, and technology.  

What are the requirements for entering transitional kindergarten?  

Denver Community Schools offers transitional kindergarten as an option for children who are 5 
years old on or before September 15. Students enrolling in transitional kindergarten must meet all 
of the criteria of students entering kindergarten including proper certification of birth, 
immunization record, and a physical exam. Students entering into transitional kindergarten do not 
need to have preschool experience to attend.  

What grade will children enter after completing transitional kindergarten?  

Typically, after a year of transitional kindergarten your child will go to kindergarten.  

When considering if transitional kindergarten vs. kindergarten is right for my child ask yourself 
and/or your child’s 4-year-old teacher:  

• ●  Does my child have preschool experience?  
• ●  Does my child show an interest in learning letters and numbers?  
• ●  Can my child sit attentively and engage in conversations about books?  
• ●  Can my child hold and write with a pencil, and cut with scissors?  
• ●  Can my child keep his or her hands to self?  
• ●  Can my child be respectful to adults and peers?  

Please feel free to contact us if you have any further questions regarding our transitional 
kindergarten program. We look forward to a great year of learning!  

Josh Sinram 
Principal jsinram@denver.k12.ia.us Denver Elementary School 530 Lincoln St. 
Denver, IA 50622 319-984-5611  

Lindsey Kleinheksel 
Transitional Kindergarten Teacher lkleinheksel@denver.k12.ia.us Denver Elementary School 
530 Lincoln St. 
Denver, IA 50622 
319-984-5611  

 

 


