
 

DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 11, 2020 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located at 540 

Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Jeff Schumacher, Ryan 

Sheridan, Heather Prendergast.  Absent: None.  Staff members present: Taylor Anderson, Paul Gebel, 

Brad Laures, Kari Murch, Josh Sinram, Becky Walters, Jillian White, and Rod Wolfensperger. 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the November 11, 2020 agenda. Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. 

Prendergast/Schumacher to approve the following November 11, 2020 Consent Items:  November bills, 

October financial statements, October 14, 2020 regular meeting minutes, and October 28, 2020 special 

meeting minutes.  Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

 

Under Public Forum, Joel Teetzen asked questions about differentiating COVID-19 from other viruses 

and contact tracing.  Aaron Lueders stated that he wished to see the district continue to have face-to-face 

learning. 

Prendergast/Schumacher to approve Resolution Appointing Paying Agent, Bond Registrar, and Transfer 

Agent, Approving the  Paying Agent, Bond Registrar and Transfer Agent Agreement and Authorizing the  

Execution of Same for the issuance of the $8,575,000 School Infrastructure Sales, Services and Use 

Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2020.  Roll call vote:  Ayes-Five. Motion carried.  

 
Krebsbach/Prendergast to approve Tax Exemption Certificate.  Roll call vote:  Ayes-Five. Motion 

carried.  

 

Krebsbach/Sheridan to approve Continuing Disclosure Certificate. Roll call vote:  Ayes-Five. Motion 

carried.  

 

Resolution authorizing the Terms of Issuance and Providing for and Securing the Payment of School 

Infrastructure Sales, Services and Use Tax Revenue Bonds.  Ayes-Five. Motion carried.  

During COVID-19 related action and discussion items, Superintendent Laures reported that the 

governor limited two guests per participant for athletic events. There was discussion on how the 

limit would be enforced.  Athletic Director Nate Skaar reported that student athletes would receive 

two tickets each to pass out to family and friends.  Laures reported that he is prepared, when the 

need arises, to apply for a waiver from the Department of Education to learn virtually for up to 

two weeks at a time. The Principals presented to the Board on what learning would look like in a 

virtual setting for the elementary, middle school, and high school.  President Krebsbach reported 

that he and Superintendent Laures speak on a daily basis to monitor various stats including the 

local positivity rate, student and staff absentee rates, and the number of students being quarantined 

and learning virtually.  Krebsbach reported that the teachers have larger workloads and any 

decision regarding switching to virtual learning isn't to be taken lightly.  He asked the Board 

members for input on whether they would be okay with an emergency meeting should the time 

come to switch to virtual learning or if they would like to give authorization at this meeting to 

avoid an emergency meeting. Board member Prendergast responded that she was okay with an 



 

emergency meeting should the time come.  The rest of the Board members stated they agreed with 

Prendergast.   

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the FY2021 Maintenance Sharing Agreement with Tripoli.  

Board member Prendergast asked Maintenance Director Wolfensperger if he was happy with this 

arrangement.  He responded that currently, it's working for him.  Board member Giesler stated that 

he appreciates the work that Wolfensperger does and that his insight during the high school/middle 

school planning phase has been valuable.  

Superintendent Laures shared attendance center and course data with the Board.   The 

information was shared with the board before the meeting.  There was a brief overview and 

discussion.   

Nick Hildebrandt from Emergent Architecture presented a cost estimate, plan drawings 

including aerial views, and a video of the proposed high school/middle school.  The proposed cost 

of the project is $17.5 million.   

Prendergast left the meeting at 6:22pm.   

 
REPORTS 

Under Personnel Report, Krebsbach/Giesler to approve the following new hires: Isaac Barrett for Strength 

and Conditioning Coach.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council Report.  

 

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram announced that virtual conferences were coming up and 

that teachers appreciated the early out day to prepare.  

 

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel reported he has seen an improvement in mask wearing 

since correspondence was sent to teachers.   

 

Under High School Principal Report, reported that the virtual Veteran’s Day Celebration was a success.  

He thanked Mr. Miller and the Junior Class for their hard work.  

 

During Superintendent Report, Laures congratulated our athletic teams on making to State.   

 

There was nothing brought up during Board President Report.   

 

There being no further discussion, Giesler/Krebsbach to adjourn at 6:48 p.m. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 
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