
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 13, 2021 

The special meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order 

by President Krebsbach at 7:00 P.M. on the above date at Cyclone Center, 800 Longview Street, 

Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Heather Prendergast, Pat Giesler, and Jeff 

Schumacher.  Absent: Ryan Sheridan. President Krebsbach noted that the meeting was being 

video recorded. 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the October 13, 2021 agenda. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

Prendergast/Geisler to limit public comments to five minutes per person and to allow those who 

haven't yet spoken an opportunity to speak first.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

President Krebsbach opened with the following comment:  

“I’d like to start tonight by thanking all of you for taking the time to participate this evening.  

Clearly, this is a topic which many people are passionate about.  Our Board also believes it is 

important to clarify that we have NOT made any decision on mask requirements.  In addition, we 

feel it’s important that the public understand why we are even having this discussion. 

 As a reminder, we started the 2020 school year with a mask requirement.  Our Board has been 

very clear throughout this that we would follow the guidance of the Iowa Department of Public 

Health.  When their guidance changed on May 14th 2021, our Board moved promptly to follow 

that guidance and lift our mask requirement on Sunday May 16th.  Three days after that Iowa 

House File 847 was passed by the legislature and signed into law by Governor Reynolds. 

 On September 3, 2021, the ARC of Iowa, which is a non-profit organization representing the 

rights of people with disabilities, together with a group of parents of children with disabilities, 

filed a petition in federal court claiming that Iowa House File 847 (now codified as Iowa Code § 

280.31), which prohibits school districts from adopting, implementing, or enforcing a policy 

requiring employees, students, or members of the public to wear face coverings, violates the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  Again, their claim is 

that the Iowa law banning mask mandates violates the ADA and Section 504.  The ADA and 

Section 504 are federal laws that require schools to ensure that students with disabilities have an 

equal opportunity to access the District’s programs, services, and activities. This lawsuit was 

brought against Governor Reynolds, Iowa Department of Education Director, Ann Lebo, and ten 

Iowa public school districts, including our district. 

 Plaintiffs asked the federal court to enter a temporary restraining order and preliminary 

injunction to stop the State of Iowa from enforcing Iowa Code § 280.31.  On September 13th, the 

court granted plaintiffs’ request and issued a temporary restraining order, which was effective 

immediately.  On October 8, 2021, the court issued a preliminary injunction prohibiting the State 

from enforcing Iowa Code section 280.31 for the duration of the case.  The TRO and preliminary 



injunction have returned the responsibility to local school districts in Iowa to make policy 

decisions regarding face masks in schools.  The State has appealed this preliminary injunction to 

the US Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit, but we do not have a time frame for receiving a 

ruling from that court at this time.  This Board must now consider how to move forward with 

respect to District policy, in light of the judge’s order. So again; that is why we are having the 

discussion, and why we as a Board feel that it is important to allow public comments on the 

topic.” 

President Krebsbach asked individuals who wished to speak to provide their name, whether they 

live in the district, and their relationship to a student, if any.  He instructed individuals to only 

speak once and that comments should be civil and respectful with no profanity and asked that 

tonight reflect our pride in all being Denver Cyclones. 

Jason Van Clark, who resides in the Denver area and has two children in Denver Schools, 

expressed that he was in favor of a mask mandate at school.  

Aaron Lueders, who resides in the Denver area and has a child in Denver Schools, expressed that 

he was not in favor of a mask mandate at school.  

John Pagel, who resides in the Denver area and has three children in Denver Schools, expressed 

that he was not in favor of a mask mandate  at school.  

President Krebsbach thanked those for coming and stated that the district is having to work 

around a lawsuit and this impacts how much longer it can take to come to a decision.   

There being no further discussion, Prendergast/Schumacher to adjourn at 7:18 P.M. Ayes-Four.  

Motion carried. 
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