
 

DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 14, 2020 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located at 540 

Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present:  Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Jeff Schumacher, and 

Heather Prendergast.  Absent: Ryan Sheridan.  Staff members present: Taylor Anderson, Paul Gebel, 

Brad Laures, Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters. 

Giesler/Schumacher to approve the October 14, 2020 agenda. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

Prendergast/Schumacher to approve the following October 14, 2020 Consent Items:  October bills, 

September financial statements, September 16, 2020 regular meeting minutes. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

Under Public Forum, Joel Teetzen asked about the progress on the future construction of the high school 

and middle school. The superintendent responded that he would cover that in Superintendent Report.  

Schumacher/Prendergast to approve a resolution fixing the date of sale, approving electronic bidding 

procedures, and approving official statement for the issuance of School Infrastructure Sales, Service and 

Use Tax Revenue Bonds.  Business Manager Walters reported a special board meeting would be held on 

October 28th at 3pm to approve the low bidder following the sale of the bonds. Roll call vote: Ayes-Four. 

Motion carried. 

During COVID-19 related action and discussion items, Superintendent Laures presented the Board with 

a vocal concert schedule with concert dates for the rest of the school year.  He asked the Board members 

for feedback on having said concerts as well as planning for a spring play and stated that several precautions 

would be taken including limiting the number of guests that students can invite, requiring masks for the 

performers, staff, and guests, and including but not limited to minimizing lobby traffic.  The consensus of 

the Board was in favor of having these performing arts activities.  Board member Krebsbach reported that 

he has done some building walk-throughs to get a sense of how students are doing and found that it appears 

everyone is doing well during this time, thus he would be in favor of planning said performing arts activities 

with the proper precautions in place.  These events would also be streamed live to be watched on the 

internet.   

The Board discussed opening the weight room to the public.  The track is currently open to the public.  The 

consensus of the board was in favor of opening the weight room to the public when not in use for student 

athletic groups.  The times that students wouldn’t be using the weight room would be 5-7am and 8-10pm.  

Laures stated that in order to open during those times, there would need to be a supervisor available.  Further 

notice would be given to the public once the times and volunteer supervisors were determined.   

The Board discussed allowing tournaments to be held at Cyclone Center.  Superintendent Laures 

recommended tournament play at this time for Denver student groups only.  The consensus of the Board 

was in favor of tournaments being held for Denver student groups with precautions in place such as masks 

and other health and safety practices in place.   The Board acknowledged that our Denver groups would be 

playing against outside teams and were okay with that.  Board member Giesler suggested that the individual 

student groups received relatively equal opportunities for scheduling events.  Superintendent Laures 

responded that he would ask the activity director to work on this.  



 

Superintendent Laures reported that as of now, there are zero positive COVID cases.  There is one student 

quarantined due to their parent being positive.  He added that the student illness absentee rate is around 1% 

and the Bremer County positivity rate is down.  These positive trends indicate that what we are doing is 

working and it's important to keep our kids in school.   

Superintendent Laures asked the Board for direction on allowing college students into the building who are 

working on field experience.  Currently, we allow student teachers but no other type of field experience 

students due to COVID.  He asked the Board for input on the topic.  The consensus of the Board was not 

in favor at this time of allowing visitors other than student teachers into the building including but not 

limited to students working on their field experience. 

There was discussion on how snow days would be handled this year.  Superintendent Laures reported that 

the administration team has brainstormed different options for snow days including requiring learning to 

be virtual on snow days.  The Board members, principals, and superintendent discussed negative and 

positive implications for requiring virtual learning on snow days as well as logistics of student devices and 

how it would look for the younger students.  The discussion also included putting a limit on the number of 

snow days where virtual learning would be required to one or two days this year.  Superintendent Laures 

stated that there would be further discussion and recommendation to the Board at a future meeting.  The 

board suggested a trial day to see how this might work.   

 

REPORTS 

Under Personnel Report, Schumacher/Krebsbach to approve the following new hires:  

Zach Blanchard as custodian, Meghan Wiedow as associate, and the following coaching renewals and hires:  

Travis Miller as Assistant Baseball Coach 

Shane Kirchoff as Assistant Girls Basketball Coach 

Zach Steger as Middle School Girls Basketball Coach 

Megan Newbrough as Middle School Girls Basketball Coach 

Kyle Matthias as Head Boys Basketball Coach 

Marcus McMahon as Assistant Boys Basketball Coach 

Bo McMahon as Middle School Boys Basketball Coach 

Aaron Phelps as Volunteer Boys Basketball Coach 

Dennis Curtis as Volunteer Boys Basketball Coach 

Rick Wilson as Head Bowling Coach 

Natallie Norman as Basketball Cheer/Dance Coach 

Kelly Kirchoff as Middle School Cheer Coach 

Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council Report.  

 

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram shared FAST assessment results.  He reported that there 

are currently 7 students who are full-time virtual learners.  He thanked the teachers for their hard work 

coordinating the virtual students along with their face-to-face students. Mr. Sinram also shared an updated 

flowchart on when virtual learning would start following COVID testing and quarantine scenarios.  

 

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel shared an email from another principal complimenting 

outstanding sportsmanship of Denver students following a recent football game.  He also reported on a 

recent successful professional development day.  Mr. Gebel and Mr. Anderson reported on a new initiative 

called Cyclone Connections, a homeroom interest group activity that provides opportunities for kids to 

interest and find similar interests.   

 



 

Under High School Principal Report, Mr. Anderson thanked Student Council leader Mr. Miller for his 

hard work during homecoming week.  He also reported he is working on the assessment process for virtual 

learners.  A recent motivational speaker, Rick Rigsby recently presented to students.   

 

During Superintendent Report, Superintendent Laures shared his appreciation to the teaching staff for 

their hard work teaching virtual learners and face-to-face students.  He reported that a playoff game would 

be held in Denver on Friday night.  He congratulated the Volleyball and Boys and Girls Cross County teams 

for their great season and rankings.  Laures reported that he has had a series of meetings with the various 

groups and the architect on the design of the upcoming middle school/high school construction.  He added 

that the design process is in the home stretch of completion.  He thanks those involved with the design 

process for their hard work.  Board member Giesler pointed out outstanding coaching recently by Cross 

Country Coach Sandy Sabelka when she pulled the team from a meet because the visiting field wasn't fit 

for running.  He thanked her for keeping her students safe.  

 

Under Board President Report, Board President Krebsbach reported that he has continual communication 

with the superintendent to ensure that the right processes are in place to stay safe.  He added that he has 

great confidence in admin and staff to keep our students safe.  

 

There being no further discussion, Giesler/Prendergast to adjourn at 6:21 p.m. Ayes-four.  Motion carried. 
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Scott Krebsbach, Board President             Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

  

 


