
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 9, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Denver Community School Board Conference 

Room, 520 Lincoln Street Denver, Iowa. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Ryan Sheridan, Pat 

Giesler, and Heather Prendergast.  Absent: Jeff Schumacher.  Staff members present Taylor Anderson, 

Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the October 9, 2019 agenda.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the following October 9, 2019 Consent Items: October bills & financial 

reports and September 11, 2019 regular meeting minutes and September 26, 2019 special meeting 

minutes.   Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

 

During the Public Forum, resident Aaron Lueders thanked the Board for its action taken on the bond 

refinance in effort to save considerable interest dollars.   He asked the Board and Superintendent 

questions about the districts plans to acquire extra classroom space.  Resident Sarah Bartling expressed 

her concerns with classroom size in the elementary school. The Board and Superintendent responded and 

validated the aforementioned concerns and stated they are actively working with an architect on vision 

and design concepts to create additional classroom space.   

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the first reading of revision to Board Policy 905.1R1 concerning 

changes on facility rental.  Laures explained that there would be a janitorial fee added for tournament 

rentals, and the $200 charge when admissions are charged would be removed for local groups and 

students.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

Sheridan/Prendergast to approve a change order with K&W Electric in the amount of $1,180.  The 

change order modified previously agreed charges from K&W.  Board member Giesler thanked K&W for 

advocating for the district to manufactures during the lighting issues.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

For the $2,300,000 School Infrastructure Sales, Services and Use Tax Revenue Refunding Bonds, 

Series 2019, President Krebsbach stated that financing proposals were opened and reviewed by the 

placement agent, Matt Gillaspie from Piper Jaffrey and Finance Committee, consisting of himself, Board 

member Schumacher, Superintendent Laures, and Business Manager Becky Walters.  Krebsbach 

explained that the best bid, from Key Government Financial, would result in a $227,000 savings over the 

life of the bond with an interest rate of 1.87% and an anytime call date.  

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve resolution directing the sale of $2,300,000 school infrastructure sales, 

services and use tax revenue refunding bonds, series 2019.  The resolution in its entirety is affixed to the 

minutes.  Roll call vote: Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.  

 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve resolution authorizing the redemption of outstanding School 

Infrastructure Sales, Services and Use Tax Revenue Bonds of the Denver Community School District, 

State of Iowa, Dated October 1, 2010, and directing notice be given.  The resolution in its entirety is 

affixed to the minutes.  Roll call vote: Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.  

 

 



 

Superintendent Laures reported that this year’s school play would be The Outsiders.  He stated that he 

wanted the Board to be aware of some controversial items that carry the spirit of the period in which the 

play production takes place.  There are simulated weapons such as guns and knives as well as simulated 

smoking.       

 

 Prendergast/Krebsbach to authorize the Denver Wrestling Youth Association to hold its tournament 

on Sunday, July 5, 2020 at Cyclone Center at 10am.   Laures reported that Board Policy doesn’t allow 

student groups using school facilities to start before noon on Sunday, however the Board can allow 

exceptions.   Sheridan pointed out that he recalled previous board action on changing this Sunday start 

time.  Board Secretary Walters stated she would check look into that. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

During STEM update, new STEM/Science Teacher Mr. Miller shared his most recent collaboration with 

5th grade teacher, Mr. Rewerts, with the Board.  Board member Giesler stated that is he glad to see STEM 

be a large part of our curriculum and looks forward to more STEM opportunities in the future.  

 

REPORTS:  

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the following resignations:  Jared Pickett as Boys Soccer Coach, Val Pickett 

as Assistant Soccer Coach, and Mara Forsyth as Middle School Track coach and the following new hires:  

Rhett Barrett as interim Athletic Director, Jared Pickett as Interim Varsity Wrestling Coach, and Tyler 

Jessen as Middle School Boys Basketball coach.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.    

 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council report.  

 

Under Elementary Principal report, Mr. Sinram reported on upcoming professional development 

opportunities for teachers, K-6 FAST assessment data, and the upcoming “Professional Capital” Day.  

 

Under Middle School Principal/Curriculum Director shared information about the new social worker 

serving the district this school year.  He also shared ISASP results for grades 3-11 and recapped the 

September 23rd professional development day.   

 

Under High School Principal report, Mr. Anderson reported that homecoming was a success this year 

and gave an update on the Academic Decathlon.  He also introduced an upcoming program, Center for 

Advanced Professional Studies (CAPS). 

 

Under Superintendent’s report, Superintendent Laures stated that upcoming CAPS program will be 

important in the future.  He stated that he will continue to monitor classroom size and be soon making 

recommendations on how to better accommodate students.  Laures explained that he has contacted a 

school research group that specializes in public communication and marketing for bond referendums.  

Krebsbach added that he has also been in contact with this company and the costs are well worth the 

public gain.   

 

Under Board President’s report, President Krebsbach reported that he recently gave a tour of Cyclone 

Center to a small group from Osage, Iowa who were very impressed with the new facility.  Krebsbach 

thanked Megan Hamm and Jillian White for their hard work to make this year’s homecoming a great 

experience for the community and school.  He also reported that Giesler, Prendergast, and Schumacher 

would be running for school board in this upcoming school board election.  He added that this election 

would also include a ballot question renewing the districts revenue purpose statement specifying the use 

of the district’s sales tax dollars and that the Support Our Students Committee has been active in 

promoting the renewal.  

 



There being no further discussion, Prendergast/Giesler to adjourn at 6:27 p.m. Ayes-Four.  Motion 

carried. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, Board President  Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

 

 


