
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order 

by President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located 

at 540 Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Ryan Sheridan, and 

Heather Prendergast.  Absent: Pat Giesler and Jeff Schumacher. Staff members present: Taylor 

Anderson, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters.    

Sheridan/Prendergast to approve the September 8, 2021 agenda. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the following September 8, 2021 Consent Items:  September 

bills, August financial statements, and August 16, 2021 regular meeting minutes.   Ayes-Three.  

Motion carried. 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

Under Public Forum, Joel Teetzen raised concerns about the amount of federal funding that 

schools are receiving.  Aaron Lueders stated that he supported ESports. He stated that he would 

like the Board to be more specific and transparent on class sizes and open enrollment from other 

districts. He shared his concerns on a social media post disclosing information on school COVID 

cases.      

Under Secondary School Construction Updates, Krebsbach/Prendergast to approve Pay 

Application #5 to Larson Construction in the amount of $361,758.43. Laures reported that the 

precast walls would be arriving next week and the 2nd floor decking would also be here very 

soon. He added that once that is done, there would be a considerable change in the look of the 

project. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Under COVID-19 related discussion and action items, Sheridan/Prendergast to approve 

adding Rheannon Carlson as a bank signatory to the General Fund and Hot Lunch Checking 

accounts.  Laures explained that it would be a good idea to have a third employee for payroll as a 

backup. Krebsbach pointed out that he requested that a third payroll person be added for 

redundancy.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Laures explained that the district has seen an uptick in illness, not all COVID-19 related.  There 

had been five positive cases this week, and others have had Strep and RSV.  He reported that the 

Bremer County Health Department reached out for absentee rates, and was around 3.5% due to 

illness.  He added that the district has made some modifications to insure that kids stay healthy 

including splitting up the middle school and high school in assemblies as well as having families 

outside for EWALU family night.   

Laures reported that COVID case reporting information is posted on Fridays to the school 

website; he hasn't sent out that information ahead of time. President Krebsbach reported that 

himself and the superintendent continue to correspond on a daily basis to review student/staff 

absenteeism and address matters pertaining to COVID. 



Sheridan/Prendergast to approve ESports, a new school gaming activity group.  Laures 

explained this activity would start by gathering interest and putting together a team.  A coach on 

staff has been selected and would be paid on an hourly basis in the first year to get an idea how 

much time would be involved.  Activities Director Nate Skaar reported a game was selected 

called Rocket League and would take place during the winter term.  Two months of practice 

would be needed in order to get a good start.  Board member Prendergast asked what branch is 

coordinating the meetings.  Skaar responded that it is sanctioned by a branch of the IHSAA.  

President Krebsbach stated that he supports ESports because it gives access to different 

opportunities for students. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Sheridan/Prendergast to approve engagement letter with Ahlers & Cooney as bond counsel 

concerning the issuance of GO Bonds.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the following resolution:  

 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR SALE OF NOT 

TO EXCEED $3,965,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL BONDS, 

SERIES 2021A, APPROVING ELECTRONIC BIDDING PROCEDURES AND 

APPROVING OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

         WHEREAS, at a special election of the qualified electors of the Denver Community 

School District in the Counties of Bremer and Black Hawk, State of Iowa, held on March 3, 

2020, the voters authorized the issuance of $7,750,000 of General Obligation School Bonds for 

the District for the purpose of providing funds to construct, build, furnish and equip a 

Middle/High School addition to Cyclone Center and improve the site; and to remodel, repair, 

improve, furnish and equip the existing Middle/High School and Elementary buildings; and 

         WHEREAS, this Board finds it advisable and necessary that bonds authorized at the 

election be offered for sale for the purpose authorized at the election; and 

         WHEREAS, the Board deems it in the best interests of the School District and the 

residents thereof to receive bids to purchase such General Obligation School Bonds by means of 

both sealed and electronic internet communication; and 

         WHEREAS, the Board has received information from its Financial Advisor, 

recommending the procedure for electronic bidding so as to provide for the integrity of the 

competitive bidding process and to facilitate the delivery of bids by interested parties: 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED BY THE Board of Directors OF THE Denver 

Community School District IN THE COUNTIES OF Bremer and Black Hawk, STATE OF 

IOWA: 

         Section 1.  That the PARITY® Competitive Bidding System described in the Notice of 

Sale and the Electronic Bidding Procedures attached hereto are found and determined to provide 

reasonable security and to maintain the integrity of the competitive bidding process, and to 

facilitate the delivery of bids by interested parties in connection with the offering at public sale 

of not to exceed $3,965,000 General Obligation School Bonds, Series 2021A. 



  Section 2.  That all electronic bidding shall be submitted in substantial conformity with 

Iowa Code Section 75.14 and Chapter 554D. 

         Section 3.  That General Obligation School Bonds, Series 2021A, in the aggregate 

amount of not to exceed $3,965,000, to be issued as referred to in the preamble of this 

Resolution, to be dated the date of delivery, will be offered for sale pursuant to published 

advertisement. 

Section 4.  That the Secretary of the Board of this School District publish notice of the sale of 

bonds at least once, the last one of which is not less than four days nor more than twenty days 

before the date of the sale.  Publication will be in the Denver Forum, a legal newspaper published 

wholly in the English language, published within the County in which the bonds are to be offered 

for sale or an adjacent County.  Notice is given pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 75 that bids will 

be received and acted upon by this Board at a meeting to be held at 5:30 P.M. on October 13, 

2021; the notice must be in substantially the following form: 

NEWSPAPER COPY 

TO BE PUBLISHED AFTER SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 AND BEFORE OCTOBER 9, 2021 

(One publication required) 

NOTICE OF BOND SALE 

         Time and Place of Sale:  Sealed bids or electronic bids for the sale of General Obligation 

School Bonds, Series 2021A, of the Denver Community School District, in the Counties of 

Bremer and Black Hawk, State of Iowa (the "Issuer"), will be received at the Administrative 

Office of the District until 1:00 P.M. on October 13, 2021.  The bids will be publicly opened at 

that time and evaluated by the Superintendent, Board Secretary and Financial Advisor and 

referred for action at the meeting of the Board of Directors. 

         Sale and Award:  The sale and award of the bonds will be held at the Board meeting 

scheduled at 5:30 P.M. on the same date. 

         The Bonds.  The bonds to be offered are the following: 

general obligation school bondS, SERIES 2021A, in the principal 

amount of not to exceed $3,965,000 to be dated the date of 

delivery (the "Bonds"). 

  

*The Issuer may increase or decrease each maturity, but the total amount to be 

issued will not exceed $3,965,000. 

 Manner of Bidding:  Open bids will not be received.  No bid will be received after the time 

specified above for receiving bids.  Bids will be received by any of the following methods: 

•       Sealed Bidding:  Sealed bids or electronic proposals may be submitted and 

will be received at the Administrative Office, Denver Community School 



District, Denver, Iowa. 

 

•       Electronic Bidding:  Electronic bids via PARITY® will be received at the 

Administrative Office, Denver Community School District, Denver, Iowa.  

The bids must be submitted through PARITY®. 

 

•       Electronic Facsimile Bidding:  Electronic facsimile bids will be received at 

the Administrative Office, Denver Community School District, Denver, 

Iowa, (319) 984-5345.  Electronic facsimile bids will be sealed and treated 

as sealed bids. 

Official Statement: The Issuer has issued an Official Statement of information pertaining 

to the Bonds to be offered, including a statement of the Terms of Offering and an Official Bid 

Form, which is incorporated by reference as a part of this notice.  The Official Statement may be 

obtained by request addressed to the Secretary of the Board of Directors, Denver Community 

School District, 520 Lincoln Street, Denver, Iowa  50622, (319) 984-6323; or Matt Gillaspie, 

Piper Sandler & Co., 3900 Ingersoll Avenue, Suite 110, Des Moines, Iowa  50312, (515) 247-

2353. 

Terms of Offering:  All bids must be in conformity with and the sale must be in 

accordance with the Terms of Offering as set forth in the Official Statement. 

Legal Opinion:  Bonds will be sold subject to the opinion of Ahlers & Cooney, P.C., 

Attorneys of Des Moines, Iowa, as to the legality and their opinion will be furnished together 

with the printed bonds without cost to the purchaser and all bids will be so conditioned.  Except 

to the extent necessary to issue their opinion as to the legality of the Bonds, the attorneys will not 

examine or review or express any opinion with respect to the accuracy or completeness of 

documents, materials or statements made or furnished in connection with the sale, issuance or 

marketing of the Bonds. 

Rights Reserved:  The right is reserved to reject any or all bids, and to waive any 

irregularities as deemed to be in the best interests of the public. 

         By order of the Board of Directors of the Denver Community School District in the 

Counties of Bremer and Black Hawk, State of Iowa. 

Becky Walters, Secretary of the Board 

(End of Notice) 

Section 5. That the preliminary Official Statement in the form presented to this meeting be and 

the same hereby is approved as to form and deemed final for purposes of Rule 15c2-12 of the 

Securities and Exchange Commission, subject to such revisions, corrections or modifications as 

the Superintendent and Board Secretary, upon the advice of the District's Financial Advisor, shall 

determine to be appropriate, and is authorized to be distributed in connection with the offering of 

the Bonds for sale. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 8th day of September, 2021. 



Scott Krebsbach, President of the Board of Directors 

Attest: Becky Walters, Secretary of the Board of Directors 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Three.   Motion carried. 

Sheridan/Prendergast to approve engagement letter with Ahlers & Cooney as bond counsel 

concerning the issuance of PPEL Notes.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the following resolution:  

RESOLUTION FIXING THE DATE OF SALE OF APPROXIMATELY 

$1,980,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL CAPITAL LOAN NOTES, 

SERIES 2021B, APPROVING ELECTRONIC BIDDING PROCEDURES AND 

APPROVING OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

 WHEREAS, the Board deems it in the best interests of the School District and the residents 

thereof to receive bids to purchase General Obligation School Capital Loan Notes by means of 

both sealed and electronic internet communication; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has received information from its Financial Advisor, recommending the 

procedure for electronic bidding so as to provide for the integrity of the competitive bidding 

process and to facilitate the delivery of bids by interested parties:  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

DENVER COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE COUNTIES OF BREMER AND 

BLACK HAWK, STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. That the PARITY® Competitive Bidding System and the Electronic Bidding 

Procedures attached hereto are found and determined to provide reasonable security and to 

maintain the integrity of the competitive bidding process, and to facilitate the delivery of bids by 

interested parties in connection with the sale of approximately $1,980,000 General Obligation 

School Capital Loan Notes, Series 2021B. 

Section 2. That all electronic bidding shall be submitted in substantial conformity with Iowa 

Code Section 75.14 and Chapter 554D. 

Section 3. That General Obligation School Capital Loan Notes, Series 2021B, in the aggregate 

amount of approximately $1,980,000 (the "Notes"), to be issued and dated the date of delivery, 

be offered for sale. 

Section 4. That the Secretary of the Board of this School District shall cause to be prepared an 

Official Statement and to schedule the sale of the Notes.  The Notes to be offered are General 

Obligation School Capital Loan Notes, Series 2021B, in the principal amount of approximately 

$1,980,000, to be dated the date of delivery.  The Official Statement shall include the following 

terms, and the Electronic Bidding Procedures attached to this Resolution are approved: 

Time and Place of Sale:  Sealed bids or electronic bids for the sale of Notes of the Denver 



Community School District, in the Counties of Bremer and Black Hawk, State of Iowa (the 

"Issuer"), will be received at the Administrative Office of the District until 1:00 P.M. on October 

13, 2021.  The bids will be publicly opened at that time and evaluated by the Superintendent of 

Schools, Secretary of the Board, and the Financial Advisor and referred for action at the meeting 

of the Board of Directors. 

Sale and Award:  The sale and award of the Notes will be held at the Board meeting scheduled 

on the same date. 

Manner of Bidding:  Open bids will not be received.  No bid will be received after the time 

specified above for receiving bids.  Bids will be received by any of the following methods: 

 •       Sealed Bidding:  Sealed bids may be submitted and will be received at the Administrative 

Office, Denver Community School District, Denver, Iowa. 

 •       Electronic Bidding:  Electronic internet bids will be received at the Administrative 

Office, Denver Community School District, Denver, Iowa.  The bids must be submitted through 

PARITY®. 

 •       Electronic Facsimile Bidding:  Electronic facsimile bids will be received at the 

Administrative Office, Denver Community School District, Denver, Iowa, (319) 984-5345.  

Electronic facsimile bids will be sealed and treated as sealed bids. 

 Official Statement: An Official Statement of information pertaining to the Notes to be offered 

shall be prepared by the District's Financial Advisor, including a statement of the Terms of 

Offering and an Official Bid Form.  The Official Statement may be obtained by request 

addressed to the Secretary of the Board of Directors, Denver Community School District, 520 

Lincoln Street, Denver, Iowa 50622, (319) 984-6323; or Matt Gillaspie, Piper Sandler & Co., 

3900 Ingersoll Avenue, Suite 110, Des Moines, Iowa 50312, (515) 247-2353. 

Terms of Offering:  All bids must be in conformity with and the sale must be in accord with the 

Terms of Offering as set forth in the Official Statement. 

Legal Opinion:  Notes will be sold subject to the opinion of Ahlers & Cooney, P.C., Attorneys of 

Des Moines, Iowa, as to the legality and their opinion will be furnished together with the printed 

Notes without cost to the purchaser and all bids will be so conditioned.  Except to the extent 

necessary to issue their opinion as to the legality of the Notes, the attorneys will not examine or 

review or express any opinion with respect to the accuracy or completeness of documents, 

materials or statements made or furnished in connection with the sale, issuance or marketing of 

the Notes. 

Rights Reserved:  The right is reserved to reject any or all bids, and to waive any irregularities as 

deemed to be in the best interests of the public. 

Section 5. That the preliminary Official Statement in the form presented to this meeting be and 

the same hereby is approved as to form and deemed final for purposes of Rule 15c2-12 of the 

Securities and Exchange Commission, subject to such revisions, corrections or modifications as 

the Superintendent and Board Secretary, upon the advice of the District's Financial Advisor, shall 



determine to be appropriate, and is authorized to be distributed in connection with the offering of 

the Notes for sale. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 8th day of September, 2021. 

Scott Krebsbach, President of the Board of Directors 

Attest: Becky Walters, Secretary of the Board of Directors 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Three.   Motion carried. 

There was nothing brought up under legislative update.  

Krebsbach/Prendergast to approve Music Trip to Florida for spring break.  Krebsbach reported 

that there are 83 kids going on the trip. Ayes-Three.   Motion carried. 

REPORTS 

Under Personnel Report, Prendergast/Sheridan to approve Lauren Brettman, Cassidy Craig, and 

Melissa Payne as lunchroom employees and new Academic Decathlon position Michael Troyer. 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram reported a great start to the year, he explained 

that Mike Mattos, a renowned PLC presenter, shared on social media the great work that Denver 

teachers are doing.  

 

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel reported that this year’s professional 

development was off to a great start.  He thanked the instructional coaches and teacher leaders 

for helping develop and outstanding professional development vision and plan for this school 

year.  

 

Under High School Principal Report, Mr. Anderson thanked Meghan Rockwell and the High 

School Student Council for their work planning homecoming activities for next week.   

 

During Superintendent Report, Laures reported that the district was awarded a grant for a 

social worker and has a couple of interested parties. He thanked Denver Savings Bank for its 

partnership with the school and recently sponsored staff luncheon and t-shirts.  He thanked the 

TLC teacher leaders for their hard work.  He added that our enrollment is up by 31 students.   

 

Under Board President Report, Krebsbach noted his appreciation for our teachers, staff, and 

parents for a great start to the school year.  

 

There being no further discussion, Prendergast/Sheridan to adjourn at 5:52 p.m. Ayes-Three.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

  



_________________________________      _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, President               Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

  
 


