
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Denver Community School Board Conference 

Room, 520 Lincoln Street Denver, Iowa. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Ryan Sheridan, Pat 

Giesler, and Heather Prendergast.  Absent: Jeff Schumacher.  Staff members present Taylor Anderson, 

Josh Sinram, Brad Laures and Becky Walters. 

 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the September 11, 2019 agenda.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Cyclone Brainstorm. 

 

Sheridan/Schumacher to approve the following August 16, 2019 Consent Items: September bills & 

financial reports and August 16, 2019 regular meeting minutes and September 4, 2019 work session 

minutes.   Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

Under Conflict of Interest, Krebsbach stated that he wished to abstain from voting on business 

pertaining to choosing an architect as he has a family member who is a part-time employee of one of the 

architectural applicants.  

 

During the Public Forum, resident Joel Teetzen asked which board members were on the facility 

committee.  Krebsbach responded that Giesler and Sheridan were on the committee. Teetzen also asked 

about open enrollment figures.   

 

During selection of architect Board President Krebsbach explained that the district wishes to select an 

architect to study and formulate a design for classroom space at Cyclone Center commonly referred to as 

Phase II to accommodate growing enrollment.  There was a board work session the week prior, where the 

Board met with four highly recommended area architects that are widely used for educational and similar 

projects.  The Board President asked each board member to comment on each architect.  Comments are as 

follows:  

 

Atura Architecture – Clear Lake - Board members commented that Atura was relatively close in 

proximity to Denver, they had previous experience in educational facilities, and had an in-house bond 

marketing staff.  There was good feedback from Osage school district with previous work and were 

highly recommended by said district.  On the other hand, board members commented that Atura was the 

highest cost proposal and this architect’s previous projects were smaller sized project than what the 

district anticipated for Phase II.  Also, it was noted that while this firm was relatively close but far enough 

away for frequent site visits.  

 

Emergent Architecture – Cedar Falls -   Board members commented that the principal architect, Nick 

Hildebrandt resides in Denver and therefore, had committed to frequent site visits. It was also noted that 

Hildebrandt designed Phase I of Cyclone Center, therefore would need minimal time bringing him up to 

speed and his firm would hit the ground running.  It was also noted that this company has significant 

experience with educational facilities and offered the lowest rate.   Other comments included that this is 

smaller firm therefore they should be highly focused on a successful project, as well as the principal 

owner residing within the district.  It was noted that there was no in-house bond marketing, however they 

recommend the Donovan Group for those services.  

 



Invision Architecture – Cedar Falls – Board members commented that Invision Architecture is a large and 

well respected firm with experience and knowledge in unique and cutting edge design.  Board members 

stated that they would be concerned with priority over the upcoming Cedar Falls high school construction 

project.  It was also noted that it would take time to get this firm up to speed on the existing Phase I 

project.   

 

ISG – Waterloo - Board members commented that this firm is familiar with the current phase I project 

because it is the company that took over the responsibility of our current Phase I project.  Board members 

noted that ISG employs several in-house engineers. Board members also commented that it has been 

difficult with follow-through on remaining punch list items and were not satisfied with the responses to 

current building close out issues. Board members also noted concerns with ownership stability.  

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to allow Superintendent Laures to reach out Emergent Architecture for a Cyclone 

Center Phase II design under the terms and conditions mutually agreed up by the firm and Board of 

Directors.  Board members discussed preferred terms for a future contract such as legal counsel review, 

specifying weekly visits, and limiting the liability of the architect to the cost of the project rather than a 

lower, specified amount.  Ayes-Three, Abstentions-Krebsbach.  Motion carried. 

 

Prendergast/Giesler to open the public hearing on the proposed issuance of approximately $2,700,000 

School Infrastructure Sales, Services and Use Tax Revenue Refunding Bonds at 6:00pm.  Proof of 

publication received and on file, no public comments received. Krebsbach explained that the public 

hearing is part of the bond refinancing process in effort to save an estimated $189,000 in interest over the 

life of the bond. Prendergast/Giesler to close the public hearing at 6:01pm.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.  

 

Prendergast/Krebsbach to approve resolution supporting the proposed issuance of approximately 

$2,700,000 School Infrastructure Sales, Services and Use Tax Revenue Refunding Bonds.  The resolution 

in its entirety is affixed to the minutes. Roll call vote:  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

REPORTS:  

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the following new hires: Sarah Harford and Carmen Smith as high 

associates, Amelia White as part-time kitchen cook, Shane Kirchoff as head girls soccer coach, Abby 

Fliehler as fall strength and conditioning coach, Travis Miller as assistant track and throws coach, and the 

resignation of Shane Kirchoff as assistant track coach.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.    

 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the following TLC teacher leaders: Stephanie Fowler, Megan Hamm, 

Becky Langner, and Erin Summerhays. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.    

 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council report.  

 

Under Elementary Principal report, Mr. Sinram reported the elementary enrollment and discusses 

upcoming special initiatives and PLC focus.  

 

Under Middle School Principal report, Mr. Gebel discussed vision/goals as curriculum director as well 

as social-emotional focus.  He also reported enrollment. 

 

Under High School Principal report, Mr. Anderson reported enrollment figures.  He discussed the recent 

implementation of student work experience services, teacher leader updates, and secondary initiatives. 

Board member Sheridan asked what the secondary curriculum covers on financial literacy.  Gebel and 

Anderson responded that it’s currently covered in Intro to Economics and Social Students, but would be 

offered as a stand-alone course next year.  

 



Under Superintendent’s report, Superintendent Laures stated that he is waiting for state approvals on 

the bus purchase due to the new seat belt requirement.  It would cost $15,000 to add seat belts to the new 

bus and an extra $15,000 to retro fit the current buses. Laures reported that he was working on rolling out 

a new message provider system for weather delays and cancellations to parents, which is tied to the new 

website.  He also shared a glimpse of the new website to the board members.  The website wasn’t out yet, 

but would announced in the near future. He also reported that the City reached out to the school for the 

school logo in the upcoming water tower project.   

 

Under Board President’s report, President Krebsbach stated that EWALU was a great experience this 

year and is very beneficial for the students.  Prendergast pointed out that it’s an incredible program and 

she thanked the 5th grade teachers for their support in the program.  Prendergast added that it might be 

beneficial to invite the new food service director, Teresa Bates to a future board meeting to discuss the 

food service program.   

 

There being no further discussion, Prendergast/Giesler to adjourn at 6:36 p.m. Ayes-Four.  Motion 

carried. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, Board President  Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

 

 


