
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 16, 2021 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order 

by President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located 

at 540 Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Jeff 

Schumacher, and Ryan Sheridan.  Absent: Heather Prendergast. Staff members present: Taylor 

Anderson, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Kari Murch, Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters.    

Schumacher/Giesler to approve the August 16, 2021 agenda. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

Giesler/Schumacher to approve the following August 16, 2021 Consent Items:  August bills, 

July financial statements, and July 19, 2021 regular meeting minutes.   Ayes-Four.  Motion 

carried. 

Under Conflict of Interest, Pat Giesler stated that he wished to abstain from voting on the 

coaches under Personnel Report as his spouse is the assistant volleyball coach to be approved.    

Under Public Forum, Adam Froyum Roise shared his concerns with the number of cases of 

COVID increasing.  Aaron Leuders stated that staff and students should not be pressured into 

getting the COVID vaccine and there should be no peer pressure or shaming associated with 

mask wearing. Superintendent Laures welcomed Denver Police Officer Austin Rasmussen to the 

meeting.  Krebsbach thanked the police department for their work to ensure the safety of our 

staff and students.  

Under Secondary School Construction Updates, Schumacher/Giesler to approve Pay 

Application #4 to Larson Construction in the amount of $689,073.39. Laures reported that the 

precast walls would be arriving in September.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

Under COVID-19 related discussion and action items, Krebsbach/Schumacher to approve the 

Return to Learn and Safety Plan. Laures pointed out that we need to be careful and cautious and 

work together to keep our community safe.  He reviewed the plan with the Board as follows: 

Students will return to school as normal on a face to face basis.  Virtual learning will only be 

available to students with extreme medical conditions.  Laures stressed that it’s critical that 

parents keep kids home that exhibit symptoms and/or fever.  Temperatures would not be 

universally screened, but rather on a spot-checking basis.   

Per state law, schools cannot mandate face coverings for staff or students, therefore face 

coverings will not be required on school property.  They are strongly encouraged for those who 

have not been vaccinated.  Face coverings would be required for students and staff on school 

buses for routes and activities per the recommendation of Iowa Department of Public Health and 

CDC orders.  President Krebsbach pointed out that the Board has consistently followed the IDPH 

and would be remiss to not follow that guidance.   

Laures pointed out that there would be separate blocks of time set aside for both in person and 

virtual conferences this year.  Board member Giesler suggested finding bus helpers.  Laures 



agreed but pointed out it may be difficult since we are short staff in the kitchen and with bus 

drivers.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

Under ESSER Fund Discussion and Input, Laures reported that GEER, ESSER I, and ESSER 

II spending was complete.  Those funds were spent on PPE and technology.  He added that we 

are in the process of the ESSER III allocation and will be spending those funds on technology, 

cleaning equipment, and summer school over the next two to three years to cover learning loss. 

The funds already spent with ESSER III are Zoom annual membership, summer school, and 

laptops. A portion of the funds are not committed as we have until September 2024 to spend the 

funds and we are waiting to see what’s to come with COVID.  He invited the public to offer 

input on ESSER III spending.  There was no input offered.  

 

Under ESports discussion, Activities Director Nate Skaar, introduced a new extracurricular 

activity concept to the Board that’s popping up in other schools in Iowa.   ESports is a gaming 

activity where the student is on a team and led by a coach where the student would use their 

laptop computer.  This would be a great way to engage students that are not involved in school 

activities.  Many particulars would need to be worked out, as this concept is in the beginning 

stages.  High School Principal Anderson reported that there is an interest with our students. He 

suggested that we start with an experimental year and would be further discussed at a future 

board meeting.  Krebsbach stated that he would be in favor of exploring this possibility, as it 

would be a different way to engage our students with new life experiences.  

 

Schumacher/Giesler to approve a stipend for scoreboard producer in the amount of $650.00.  

Activities Director Skaar reported that he met with Emily Huff this spring and she is willing to 

produce the scoreboard and introduce to graphics to the scoreboard in the Cyclone Center. Ayes-

Four.  Motion carried. 

 

 

REPORTS 

Under Personnel Report, Krebsbach/Schumacher to approve a listing of athletic coaches and 

extracurricular coaches for fall and winter sports, and Rhett Barrett as extra period assignment, 

and Roberta Robbins as oral communications instructor. Ayes-Three.  Abstain-Giesler. Motion 

carried. 

 

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram reported that he was happy with recently 

received 2020-2021 ISASP results.  Denver scored very favorable to the state average in all 

grades and metrics. He added that he was excited to get this year kicked off.   

 

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel highlighted this summer’s Washington D.C. 

trip for middle school students.  He reported the trip was a huge success and is looking forward 

to the trip in two years and then every three years, thereafter.  It was originally planned for last 

summer but was cancelled due to COVID.  

 

Under High School Principal Report, Mr. Anderson shared the recent results from last year’s 

Postsecondary readiness reports that depict how prepared our high school graduates are for 

success in postsecondary education and community college training.  He added that fall sports 

and activities are back in full swing and pointed out that homecoming is September 17th with a 



parade on Sunday, September 12th.   

 

During Superintendent Report, reported that the district is in dire need of bus drivers and 

kitchen workers.   

 

Under Board President Report, Krebsbach reported that the Secondary School Construction 

Project was moving at a healthy pace.  He added that he is looking forward to this being the last 

year in the existing high school/middle school building.  

 

There being no further discussion, Schumacher/Giesler to adjourn at 6:09 p.m. Ayes-Four.  

Motion carried. 
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