
 

DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 4, 2020 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located at 540 

Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Ryan Sheridan, and 

Heather Prendergast.  Absent: Jeff Schumacher.  Staff members present: Taylor Anderson, Cora 

Campbell, Paul Gebel, Libby Krebsbach, Brad Laures, Heather McDonald, Eve Pautsch, Josh Sinram, 

Becky Walters, Jillian White, and Rod Wolfensperger. Staff members present via teleconference: Alicia 

Adams, Abby Fliehler, Kari Murch, and Meghan Rockwell.  

Note: To limit the exposure and spread of COVID-19, there was a conference line set up for the general 

public to participate.  Board member Heather Prendergast participated on the conference line.   

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the August 4, 2020 agenda. Ayes-Four. Motion carried. 

Giesler/Krebsbach to limit individual speaking to two minutes per person.  Ayes-Four. Motion carried. 

Krebsbach/Sheridan to approve the Return to Learn Plan and with modifications.  Superintendent 

Laures shared the survey results on parent questionnaires involving.  The results indicated that just over 

80% of parents want their children back to school on a face to face basis either full time or on a hybrid 

basis and just over 60% indicated they wished for their children to wear face coverings all day or during 

certain times of the day.  Approximately 37% of respondents preferred to make face coverings optional 

during school hours.  He reviewed in detail the district’s Return to Learn Plan in detail as indicated in the 

following paragraphs:  

He explained that Denver families will be provided two learning options as the 2020-2021 school year 

begins, Face to Face Learning and Virtual Learning, to provide flexibility for families during the public 

health emergency so they can make the best decision for their children’s learning. The District is offering 

virtual learning for families with students who may have vulnerable health conditions or have extreme 

anxiety about returning to onsite learning. He stated he would be sending a survey asking parents what 

learning option they would be using.  Face-to Face Learning will consist of students returning to school as 

normal. Daily schedules, classroom structures, and routines will be altered to promote social distancing 

and mitigation strategies to the best extent possible. Under Virtual Learning in grades 6-12 will be 

required to participate in the daily live face-to-face classroom from 8:12am to 3:10pm.  Virtual learning 

in grades TK-5 will have some live activities, and some recorded large group sessions uploaded to 

SeeSaw for grades TK-3 and uploaded to Google Classroom for grades 4-5. 

Board President Krebsbach pointed out that homeschooling and virtual learning are two very different 

learning options.  District resources would be available under virtual learning and recommended making 

an informed decision.  Principal Anderson also pointed out that there may be problems with homeschool 

credits putting students behind for graduation as homeschool credits and in-school credit aren’t always 

interchangeable.  



 

Screening - At the beginning of each day, elementary students will be screened in the classroom, which 

will each have its own thermometer.  Secondary students will be screened at the entrance starting at 7:55 

a.m. At this time, no visitors will be allowed in the buildings.  Students who report COVID-19 symptoms 

should stay home from school and participate in virtual learning, if possible. Laures emphasized that it is 

critical for parents to screen students at home and not send them if they are ill. Laures explained that 

elementary students will first enter the building before being screened to eliminate bottlenecks at the 

entrances.  Principal Sinram added that there are only two elementary entrances and it's the goal to keep 

students from congregating around each other in the doorways. He added that many kids walk to school 

and their surface temperature upon entering the building may cause them to appear high or low depending 

on the weather and their activities.  Krebsbach verified with Nurse Murch that she was comfortable with 

this approach and she responded yes.  

Cleaning - Laures explained that the district will be disinfecting rooms with fogging sprayers on a daily 

basis.  This will happen after students are gone for the day.   Maintenance Director Rod Wolfensperger 

explained that the foggers create a mist of disinfectant which lands on surfaces and takes about 4-5 

minutes per room.  Laures stated they looked at UV disinfection as an option as well but felt this was a 

better option.  Also, hand sanitizing stations will be placed in high traffic areas.   

There would be an isolated area in the nurse's office for symptomatic students and adults.  The nurse 

won’t be making a diagnosis, but rather immediately contact parents for pick up. President Krebsbach 

stated that the most important measure would be for parents to keep their children home if they show any 

symptoms.    

Face Coverings - Superintendent Laures reported that the admin team has recommended that all students 

and staff wearing a face covering anytime they are unable to practice physical distancing of at least 6 feet.  

He added that it's known that face coverings are a protective barrier.  He acknowledged that coverings are 

not optimal, especially with special needs students as well as hearing impaired students, but it is critical 

for our students to be in school.  Mandating masks would not only help protect our students but also our 

staff members.  He explained that he had a good discussion with the Labor Management Committee and 

received great feedback from teachers.  Board member Prendergast stated that she was hesitant on 

mandating masks in the classroom due to a hindrance on learning.  She suggested allowing staff the 

discretion to allow students to remove their masks when physical distancing of 6 feet was possible.  There 

was consensus among the principals to seek opportunities for students to remove their masks when proper 

physical distancing as well as look at reconfiguring classrooms to allow for proper physical distancing. 

There was considerable discussion between members of the public, staff, administrators, and board 

members on the pros and cons of requiring masks.  It was the consensus of the Board to require masks 

with opportunities for removing the masks at the discretion of the classroom teacher.  Board President 

Krebsbach stated that he is always concerned with students' safety among each other, but perhaps a bigger 

concern would be the transmission of the students to staff in the building. Not having staff in attendance 

because of illness would make instructing students very difficult.  He added that the face shields would be 

provided to staff to whomever wants one.  Board member Prendergast asked how admin would handle 

students who don't bring masks or don't follow the rules of wearing masks.  Superintendent Laures stated 

there would be conversations with the students, and then the parents.  Students would be encouraged to 

bring additional masks in their backpacks.  If problems persisted, the Virtual Learning approach may be 

recommended for those students.   

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/resources


 

Superintendent Laures stated that this year’s back to school night would be cancelled.  Parent/Teacher 

Conferences would be held via Zoom.  For lunch, there would also be some changes such as eliminating 

the salad bar and shifting lunch times.  There was also discussion on field trips that many field trips have 

already been or will end up being cancelled. The EWALU 5th grade field trip may still be held due to the 

ability to physically distance.  Principal Sinram reported that he was in the process of checking on the 

status of the trip with the camp.  Board member Sheridan asked about fall sports being held.  The 

Superintendent responded that the Department of Education recently released the guidelines for fall 

sports.  

There being no further discussion, Sheridan/Giesler to adjourn at 6:38 pm. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 
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