
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 16, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 10:00 A.M. on the above date in the Denver Community School Board 

Conference Room, 520 Lincoln Street Denver, Iowa. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Ryan 

Sheridan, and Jeff Schumacher.  Absent: Pat Giesler and Heather Prendergast. Staff members present 

Brad Laures and Becky Walters. 

 

Schumacher/Sheridan to approve the August 16, 2019 agenda.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Cyclone Brainstorm. 

 

Sheridan/Schumacher to approve the following August 16, 2019 Consent Items: August bills & financial 

reports and July 18, 2019 regular meeting minutes.   Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

 

During the Public Forum, parent Aaron Lueders shared his concerns with the limited space at 

Discoveries for the aftercare program as well as the possible future usage of outside portable trailers for 

classroom space. He suggested utilizing Cyclone Center for additional classroom space instead of 

portables.  Krebsbach responded that Cyclone Center was the first phase of a long term plan for the 

addition of a high school if there was steady enrollment growth.  Krebsbach noted that recent outgoing 

senior class size has been between 55-60 students, and recent incoming kindergarten class size has been 

around 75-80 students.  He added that the district will continue to monitor enrollment growth.  Laures 

responded there is no classroom space at Cyclone Center but the auditorium could possibly be used for 

student space.  The last available classroom was utilized this year for first grade.  Krebsbach added that 

other immediate options would be to use the superintendent office for a classroom as well as renting 

space off campus.  He added that the district is looking at alternative options for additional classroom 

space as well as additional aftercare space and will be discussed at a future meeting. 

 

Schumacher/Sheridan to approve the usage of the Denver Cyclones school name and logo for athletic 

clubs with a signed waiver of liability and acknowledgment that it’s not an official school activity.  

Participants could earn a letter if student has no conduct violations and is in good academic standing.  

Criteria would need approved by the athletic director.  Laures explained that this topic is a follow-up to a 

previous board work session on whether the Board should allow the usage of the school name despite 

concerns of subjecting the school to additional liability.  Laures explained that the school attorney 

recommended that the district require a waiver of liability to be signed by athletic clubs using the school 

name and logo.  Laures stated that he is currently working with the attorney to draft formal guidelines and 

a waiver of liability.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.   

 

New Staff Introductions.  The Board members present introduced themselves to the new teaching staff 

members and the teacher introduced themselves to the Board. Laures pointed out that 4 of the 7 new 

teaching positions were new this year.  

 

Sheridan/Schumacher to approve a sharing agreement with Wapsie Valley Community School District 

for the family and consumer science course offerings.  Laures explained that this allows students from 

Wapsie Valley to attend Denver’s family and consumer food science program. The Wapsie school district 

would pay for students to attend and also be responsible for the transportation of students to our district. 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  



 

Schumacher/Krebsbach to approve newly formed Iowa Academic Decathlon led by Mr. Troyer and Mr. 

Lehman, who were volunteering as coaches. Laures explained that the coaches are volunteers and the cost 

of materials is $700.  This curricular club covers 7 academic and curricular areas.  Ayes-Three.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Sheridan/Schumacher to approve a Joint Services Agreement with Hawkeye Community College. Ayes-

Three.  Motion carried.  

 

Schumacher/Sheridan to approve resolution fixing the date for a public hearing on September 11, 2019 

on the proposed issuance of approximately $2,700,000 school infrastructure sales, services and use tax 

revenue refunding bonds.  President Krebsbach stated that the finance subcommittee recommends the 

refinance of the said bonds to save an estimated $189,000 in interest due to lower interest rates in today’s 

market.  The refinance will be structured to realize the interest savings in the next four years, allowing 

extra cash flow for expanding facilities.  The timeline for the refinance would require a special board 

meeting on October 23, 2019 to approve the newly issued bonds.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  The 

resolution in its entirety is affixed to the minutes.   

 

Sheridan/Schumacher to approve engagement letter with Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. for legal services in 

connection with the school infrastructure sales, services and use tax revenue refunding bonds.  Ayes-

Three.  Motion carried.   

 

Sheridan/Schumacher to approve engagement letter with Piper Jaffrey for services in connection with 

the school infrastructure sales, services and use tax revenue refunding bonds.  Ayes-Three.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Schumacher/Sheridan to approve revenue purpose statement, ordering an election on a revenue purpose 

statement to authorize expenditures from revenue received from the state secure an advanced vision for 

education fund, and ordering the publication of a notice of election. President Krebsbach stated that the 

finance subcommittee recommends the renewal of the Revenue Purpose Statement (RPS).  The RPS 

defines how the district can utilize its SAVE revenue.  All districts in the state are required renew their 

RPS, therefore the district wished take a proactive approach to position the district for expanding facilities 

due to increased enrollment.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  The resolution in its entirety is affixed to the 

minutes.   

 

REPORTS:  

Sheridan/Krebsbach to approve the following new hires: Joe Frost as middle school football coach, 

Emily LaRue,  Katelyn Becker, and Korissa Oliver as elementary associates, Destiny Michael as study 

hall coordinator, Amanda Lyons as secondary associate, Anita Truesdell as night custodian, and Bree 

Lane and Darlene Brandt as kitchen cooks.  Ayes-three.  Motion carried.  

 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council report.  

 

There was nothing brought up under Elementary Principal report.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Secondary Principal report.    

 

Under Superintendent’s report, Superintendent Laures stated that this year’s staff back to school theme 

is All Means All.  He explained that all staff, students, and community members work to be sure all 

students achieve at a high level.  He thanked the Denver Savings Bank for sponsoring the themed t-shirts 

to the entire staff as well as the support they provide for our school.  Laures explained that because of 



limited space and growing enrollment, there were some changes in room assignments.  The elementary 

computer lab became a special education room for two teachers.  The counselor moved to a smaller office 

to make that space available to another elementary special education room.  The speech pathologist was 

placed in book room to make space available for the counselor.  The robotics group was placed in the 

former outside weight room to make space available for a classroom. He added that the only remaining 

space for an onsite classroom is the superintendent’s office.  Additionally, the district could occupy 

offsite rental space in Denver or use portables for additional space.  He said the elementary school is 

keeping a close eye on classroom size in the second grade and third grade. The secondary social studies 

sections will be monitored closely as well. Krebsbach asked Laures if he had preliminary enrollment 

figures for the upcoming school year.  Laures responded that he estimated enrollment to increase by at 

least 20 students this year. Schumacher asked about summer projects.  Laures responded that they were 

coming along nicely including the new swipes at Cyclone Center.   

 

Under Board President’s report, President Krebsbach stated that the facilities committee will be 

meeting with an architectural firm to look at space needs as well as phase II of the secondary school at 

Cyclone Center. He added that the existing middle school space could be converted to elementary 

classrooms.  He added that in the near future the facilities subcommittee would have a recommendation 

for an architect. 

 

There being no further discussion, Schumacher/Sheridan to adjourn at 11:10 a.m. Ayes-Three.  Motion 

carried. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, Board President  Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

 

 


