
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 19, 2021 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order 

by President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located 

at 540 Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Ryan 

Sheridan.  Absent: Jeff Schumacher and Heather Prendergast. Staff members present: Brad 

Laures and Becky Walters.    

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the July 19, 2021 agenda. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the following July 19, 2021 Consent Items:  July bills, June 

financial statements, Fund Transfer Request, and June 9, 2021 regular meeting minutes.  

Business Manager Becky Walters explained the transfer for $63,000 is a temporary loan from the 

PPEL Fund to the Management Fund and would be paid back once the full year’s property tax 

receipts were collected from the county. As the schools insurance costs increased, the interfund 

loan was necessary to fund this year’s insurance disbursement.  The district’s annual 

property/liability premium increase of 17% was due to the destruction in Iowa caused by derecho 

winds last summer.  Laures added that the increase is in line with what other schools have seen.  

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

There was nothing brought up under the Conflict of Interest.   

Under Public Forum, Adam Froyum Roise stated that he had three students in the district and 

noted his concern about the scheduling of an earlier May board meeting.  He was also concerned 

now that schools cannot require students to wear masks.  He added that he was in attendance to 

see how the district will handle return to school plans for the upcoming school year. Aaron 

Leuders thanked the Board for the 5-0 vote to end mask wearing, despite the 

Legislature/Governor stepping in two days later.   He added that since schools are receiving 

funds for COVID, he was curious to see how this district plans to spend those funds.  Joel 

Teetzen asked about open enrollment figures, Laures stated he didn't have exact figures at the 

moment but would be a net gain.    

Under Secondary School Construction Updates, Krebsbach/Giesler to approve Pay 

Application #3 to Larson Construction in the amount of $679,914.19. Krebsbach reported that he 

was pleased with the progress of the project.  Laures reported that floor pours would resume on 

Wednesday and the precast walls would be arriving in September.  Second floor decking is 

expected to arrive in October.   Laures added the project is on schedule.  Ayes-Three.  Motion 

carried. 

Krebsbach/Sheridan to approve the second reading of revision to Board Policy Code 107 

concerning discrimination and harassment based on sex.  Laures explained that this policy 

needed to be updated based on Title IX.   Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  

Under COVID-19 related discussion and action items, Board President Krebsbach suggested 

that the August Board meeting be moved forward to Monday, August 16th instead of the second 

Wednesday of the month so that Administration and the Board have time to review any potential 



last minutes COVID related changes in return to school plans; especially if there are changes in 

CDC and IDPH guidelines before the first day of school.    

Sheridan/Giesler to approve virtual learning plan for the 2021-2022 school year.  Laures reported 

that virtual learning would only be offered to students in an extreme circumstance.  The plan was 

reviewed with other staff.  Laures pointed out that he believes that face-to-face learning is much 

more effective. Waterloo CSD would be offering virtual learning, however, other schools in the 

area were not.  He added that he will continue to closely monitor guidance and keep close watch 

on different recommendations, as the district continues to monitor COVID conditions closely 

and frequently  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Sheridan/Krebsbach to approve a $.10 increase in the adult lunch price from $3.85 to $3.95 per 

lunch.  The increase is required by the USDA.   Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.   

REPORTS 

Under Personnel Report, Krebsbach/Giesler to approve the following new hires:  Marian Frey 

as Middle School Study Hall Monitor, Mariyah Pearson as high school paraeducator, Brianna 

White as elementary school paraeducator, and Karen Martin as preschool paraeducator.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Elementary Principal Report. 

 

There was nothing brought up under Middle School Principal Report.   

 

There was nothing brought up under High School Principal Report. 

 

During Superintendent Report, Laures reviewed recent legislative updates with the Board.  He 

anticipated enrollment to increase by around 25 students, but pointed out that could change.  He 

reported that the air conditioners would soon be added in the elementary school/middle school.  

He added that the district’s plan for ESSER (COVID related funds) spending would include 

upgrading technology, adding cleaning machines for sanitizing, and summer school loss in 

learning over the next couple of summers.  There was discussion between Board members on 

increasing enrollment.  Laures pointed out that there are four elementary sections and 

administration is keeping a close eye on those figures.  Krebsbach pointed out that a large 

increase in enrollment could become a strain on faculty and staff, therefore it’s being watched 

closely.  He noted that he has been discussing with Brad future expected needs within middle 

and high school staff as well.  He added that Laures’ projection of approximately 25 new 

students is in line with finance projections for the new building.  He added that he wouldn’t be 

surprised if we had 10 additional students beyond Laures projection.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Board President Report. 

 

There being no further discussion, Sheridan/Giesler to adjourn at 5:58 p.m. Ayes-Three.  



Motion carried. 
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_________________________________      _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, President               Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

  
 


