
 

DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 8, 2020 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located at 540 

Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Ryan Sheridan, Jeff 

Schumacher.  Absent: Prendergast.  Staff members present: Taylor Anderson, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, 

Josh Sinram, Becky Walters, and Rod Wolfensperger. 

Note: To limit the exposure and spread of COVID-19, there was a conference line set up for the general 

public to participate.  Board member Jeff Schumacher participated on the conference line.  

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the July 8, 2020 agenda. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the following July 8, 2020 Consent Items:  July bills, June financial 

statements, and June 10, 2020 regular meeting minutes.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

Under Conflict of Interest, Board member Giesler stated that he wished to abstain from voting on his 

spouse for volleyball coach under Personnel Report. 

Under Public Forum, parent Aaron Leuders asked if enrollment was trending upward for the upcoming 

school year and what the district was doing to accommodate such increases.  Superintendent Laures 

responded that the superintendent office moved off site and the music room moved to the red shed. Leuders 

also asked if the district was still planning on a Phase II project for a new high school and middle school.  

Principal Sinram also reported that elementary enrollment is expected to be at least 20 students higher than 

last year.  President Krebsbach responded that our financial consultant is predicting our SAVE funds, which 

will in part finance the project, to remain stable due to the recent onset of online sales now being taxed.  He 

added that we will also watch next year’s taxable valuations, which will tell us how much we will have for 

the project.  Krebsbach pointed out that tonight’s agenda includes an item to start the process of issuing the 

Tax Revenue Bonds later in the year, which will allow us to take advantage of low interest rates.  He added 

that if property values decrease, it would delay the project.  Bruce Piehl asked if the Lions Club could hold 

their annual Chili Supper during the football games.  Superintendent Laures responded that it would be 

okay if concessions were allowed, but that’s not known at this time.   

Superintendent Laures provided the Board with the full Return to Learn plan for the upcoming year. Laures 

reported that he has surveyed parents to gather further information from parents. Highlights included the 

following items that were communicated via email to parents of students, and will be closely monitored as 

we get closer to August 24th: 

● The frequent sanitization of highly touched areas & hand sanitizer available for student & staff use; 

● The clear communication of a required learning re-exit plan in the event of a new surge of COVID; 

● Daily temperature screenings for all staff & students; 

● Optional masks for staff & students; 

● Not penalizing students who stay home because they’re sick or exposed to COVID; 

● Potential required face masks & temperature checks prior to boarding school bus (pending further 

guidance from Dept. of Ed); and 



 

● Continuing to provide mental health supports for staff, students, & families via the school website, 

School Counselors, At Risk Coordinator, and School Social Worker. 

 

There was discussion on whether masks would be required.  The consensus of the Board was to continue 

to monitor closely and follow the guidelines of the Governor,  Iowa Department of Health, and the Iowa 

Department of Education.   

 

There was discussion on allowing public access to the weight and cardio equipment at Cyclone Center 

facilities including the rental of facilities at Cyclone Center.  There was no action taken. The consensus of 

the Board was to delay public access at this time and revisit at the next Board meeting. Board members 

were concerned that the district doesn't have the resources to monitor and sanitize the facilities if allowing 

public usage.  They were also concerned about the increased exposure to our students using the facilities.   

 

Krebsbach/Schumacher to approve Resolution Fixing Date for a Hearing on August 12, 2020 on the 

Proposed Issuance of Approximately $12,000,000 School Infrastructure Sales, Services and Use Tax 

Revenue Bonds.  President Krebsbach explained that the finance committee, himself, Board member 

Schumacher, Superintendent Laures, Business Manager Becky Walters, and Financial Advisor Matt 

Gillespie from Piper Sandler met to review the cash flow timeline for the High School/Middle Construction 

Project.  Due to low interest rates, the committee has recommended that the district proceed with the 

issuance of the Sales Tax Revenue Bonds and the PPEL notes this year.  The remainder of the project 

proceeds, General Obligation Debt, would need to wait until 2021 and 2022 when the taxable assessed base 

showed increases.  Schumacher added that the plan to issue the debt this year increases flexibility for the 

project. The resolution in its entirety is affixed to the official copy of the minutes.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes-

Four.  Motion carried. 

   

Krebsbach/Sheridan to approve FY2021 Food Purchasing Agreement. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

 

Krebsbach/Giesler to approve Bimbo Earthgrains for the bread bid and Prairie Farms for the milk bid for 

the 2020-2021 school year under the nutrition program.  Laures explained that Prairie Farms was slightly 

lower than existing supplier Anderson Erickson.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve a $.10 increase in the adult lunch price from $3.75 to $3.85 per lunch.  The 

increase is required by the USDA.   Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

REPORTS 

Personnel  

Under Personnel Report, Krebsbach/Schumacher to approve the following new hires:  

Rhett Barrett for Extra Period PE 

Claudia Pino Leuquen as Spanish Teacher 

Mindy Giesler as Assistant Volleyball Coach 

Jamie Johnson as Head Volleyball Coach 

Travis Miller as Student Council Leader 

Roberta Robbins with realigned pay 

Ayes-Four.  Motion carried   

 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council Report.  

 

Board member Schumacher, connected via telephone conference, left the board meeting at 6:14pm.  

 



 

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram reported that he is collecting input from parents and 

neighboring districts on best practices for the upcoming school year.  Surveys have been sent out to parents 

and the administration team have been reviewing that feedback.   

 

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel reported that he would be holding a training session 

for teachers on the implementation of the ELA curriculum.   

 

Under High School Principal Report, Mr. Anderson reported that the upcoming graduation 

commencement on Sunday, July12, 2020 at 2pm would be held in the Cyclone Center gym.  He explained 

while it will be run as traditional as possible, appropriate safety measures will be taken such as the 

collaboration with the Health Department as well as social distancing students on the floor, limiting each 

graduate's guests to eight guests per graduate, and for families to sit in pods.  Masks would be an option, 

but not required.  Anderson also reviewed the guidance from the Iowa Department of Education as of June 

25, 2020, which noted that requiring masks are not recommended at this time.  He stated that he would 

continue to review future guidance from the Iowa Department of Health and Iowa Department of Education 

as it becomes available.   

 

During Superintendent Report, Laures reported that the walking path would soon be receiving the asphalt 

overlay.  He also reported that he recently spoke with City Manager Larry Farley and Police Chief Gary 

Everding on adding traffic signs coming out of the Cyclone City parking lots.  He said that he would review 

this during the phase II project design.   

 

During Board President Report, Krebsbach stated that he would be participating in a virtual IASB 

conference the following week.   

 

There being no further discussion, Sheridan/Krebsbach to adjourn at 6:25 p.m. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

  

ATTEST: 

  

_________________________________          _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, President              Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

  

  

  

  

 


