
 

DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 10, 2020 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by Vice 

President Prendergast at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located at 540 

Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Pat Giesler, Ryan Sheridan, and Heather 

Prendergast.  Absent: Scott Krebsbach and Jeff Schumacher.  Staff members present: Taylor Anderson, 

Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Josh Sinram, Becky Walters, and Rod Wolfensperger. 

Note: To limit the exposure and spread of COVID-19, there was a conference line set up for the general 

public to participate.  There was one member of the public present over the conference line.  

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the June 10, 2020 agenda. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the following June 10, 2020 Consent Items:  June bills, May financial 

statements, May 13, 2020 regular meeting minutes and May 22, 2020 special meeting minutes.  Ayes-

Three.  Motion carried. 

There was nothing brought up under the Declaration of Conflict of Interest.   

There was nothing brought up under Public Forum.  

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the 2020-2021 modified academic calendar.  Laures explained that the 

template omitted the last three days in March, therefore the last day of school would be May 27 instead of 

June 2, 2021.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the following summer projects:  

● Replacement of Elementary Doors - $8,000 estimate 

● Lower playground cement work - $5,000 estimate 

● Football Field Playclock - $2,000 estimate 

● Baseball/Softball building materials - $10,000 estimate 

Laures explained the need to be cautious with capital spending until we are more certain on the effects of 

SAVE dollars with the weakened economic conditions.  He stated that the softball and baseball 

concessions stands have some rotting in the walls and windows, which was recently noticed by the Lions 

Club members. Gene Leonhart volunteered to make the repairs and window replacements.  The materials 

cost was estimated high and more likely to cost around $2000 in supplies/materials.  Ayes-Three.  Motion 

carried. 

The Board discussed opening the cardio/weight equipment to the public and shared its concerns with 

having the staff on hand to properly sanitize the equipment as well as monitor capacity and adhere to 

other important safety measures.  The walking track is currently open to the public, however Maintenance 

Director Wolfensperger reported that there has been limited traffic.  The consensus of the Board was to 

revisit this topic at the next Board meeting in July, once the students were able to start open gym.    



 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the purchase of middle school ELA curriculum materials in the amount of 

$34,634.85 from Amplify.  Curriculum director and Middle School Principal Paul Gebel explained that 

the existing curriculum was not able to be renewed.  He added that the middle school ELA team explored 

and tested several different curriculums and decided that Amplify would be the best choice.   

Superintendent Laures explained that the district is working on the Return to Learn Plan, due to the Iowa 

Department of Education on July 1, 2020.  He said the district would be looking at three methods of 

delivery and addressing the following areas:  Leadership, Infrastructure, Health and Safety, Educational 

Standards, and Social/Emotional Learning.  He stated that the instructional coaches and teacher leaders 

are helping with this plan.  Laures pointed out that he recently surveyed parents to gather feedback on 

returning to school in the fall.   

REPORTS 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve resignation from Christina Cortez as Spanish Teacher.  The Board thanked 

Christina for her service at Denver Schools.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the following new hires:  

Liz Trunkill as second grade teacher 

Kim Alcantera as elementary para-educator 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the extra-curricular coaches, athletic coaches, and TLC staff as presented 

with the exception of Assistant Volleyball Coach Mindy Giesler due conflict of interest and lack of quorum. 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  Note:  The conflict of interest for Board Member Giesler was due to the 

proposed coach being his spouse.    

 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council Report.  

 

Under High School Principal Report, Mr. Anderson reported that the professional development days at 

the end of the school year were valuable. He explained that it allowed teachers to address what students 

missed and what would need to be backfilled.  He added that Instructional Coaches Kristin Curtis and Jillian 

White did an outstanding job planning these days and the teacher leaders conducted live sessions.  Anderson 

pointed out that we have great professional capital right here in Denver.   

 

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram reported that Nicki Skaar from UNI Psychology 

Department was invited to speak to staff about the importance of self care during the pandemic and hard 

times.  

 

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel thanked the para-educators that came back to assist 

with cleaning and returning student belongings.  He stated that the process was efficient and all but a few 

students had picked up their belongings.  Gebel thanked associates, secretaries, volunteers, lunchroom staff, 

and custodians for their work in rounding out the school year during the pandemic.   

 

During Superintendent report, Laures reported that he will be meeting with the Bremer County 

Department of Health to discuss upcoming events.  Laures reported that the baseball and softball seasons 

are underway with the first game at Hudson on Monday.  He thanked Coaches Dustin Rewerts and Dani 

Gordon and Athletic Director Rhett Barrett for putting everything together.  Laures also extended his thanks 

to the principals and instructional coaches for everything they put into the professional development days 

and making them a success.  He recognized Kelly Kirchoff, Ginna Walker, and Jan Wilcox for 20 years of 

service and Kevin Shedenhelm for 30 years of service.   

 



 

During Board President report, Vice-President Prendergast thanked Mrs. White and Mrs. Huff for their 

work with the Seal of Biliteracy for the graduating seniors. Prendergast pointed out that she was thankful 

for the leadership from Board President Krebsbach as well as the Admin staff during the COVID closure.  

She added that there was no roadmap during these uncertain times, however, the Board and Admin staff 

navigated with valuable and thoughtful board meetings as well as good communication.  She also thanked 

Principal Anderson and the rest of the Admin staff for helping the seniors navigate through this difficult 

time.  She thanked the community for their participation in the very successful senior rally.  

 

There being no further discussion, Giesler/Sheridan to adjourn at 6:26 p.m. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 
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