
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 16, 2021 

The special meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order 

by President Krebsbach at 12:00 P.M. on the above date via Zoom virtual conference. Board 

members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Heather Prendergast, Jeff Schumacher, and Ryan 

Sheridan.  Absent: None. Staff members present: Taylor Anderson, Melissa Berger, Kristin 

Curtis, Janeece Downs, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Kari Murch, Sara Neisen, Eve Pautsch, Jared 

Pickett, Meghan Rockwell, Josh Sinram, Erin Summerhays, Becky Walters, and Jillian White. 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the May 16, 2021 agenda. Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Laures explained that new guidance from the Iowa Department of Public Health 

(IDPH) was released on Friday, May 14, 2021 urging schools to make mask usage a parental 

choice and ending previously required contract tracing and quarantine requirements in the event 

of exposure.  He added that the CDC continues to recommend that students wear masks while in 

school, which creates conflicting advice.  He noted the CDC guidelines cover the entire country 

while IDPH guidelines are intended to be much more specific to our state. 

 

President Krebsbach stated that the Board has consistently followed the IDPH guidelines since 

the start of this pandemic.  He explained he believes that we should continue to do so and move 

to the optional use of masks.  He stated that he has been working with the admin team since late 

Friday afternoon to best understand the new guidelines and how the guidance would be applied.  

He added that the administration and staff are prepared to closely monitor and respond as we 

finish the year with the same attention we have had all year.  He extended appreciation to our 

parents who have also helped to make in person learning possible for the entire school year. 

 

Each board member spoke individually and there was a consensus of the Board that they wished 

to be consistent with following the guidance of the Iowa Department of Public Health, as they 

have from the beginning of the pandemic. Krebsbach expressed appreciation to the Board and 

Superintendent for their time spent in the last 48 hours. Krebsbach/Prendergast to change our 

policy to encourage the use of masks, but make mask usage optional for staff and students 

effective Monday May 17th, 2021. Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. 

  

Under Personnel Report, Sheridan/Schumacher to approve Luke Prendergast as Middle School 

Baseball Coach and Natalie Harberts as Middle School Softball Coach. Abstain: Prendergast. 

Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. Note: Prendergast wished to abstain from voting due to her 

relationship as mother to Luke Prendergast.   

 

Superintendent Laures pointed out that this was not an easy decision for anyone.  President 

Krebsbach stated that students will need to be respectful of everyone’s choice on mask wearing.  

Prendergast agreed and explained that she appreciated the involvement and passion on this topic 

and asked that individuals be respectful of differing opinions.   

 

There being no further discussion, Prendergast/Giesler to adjourn at 12:13 p.m. Ayes-Five.  



Motion carried. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

  

_________________________________      _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, President               Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

  
 


