
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 12, 2021 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order 

by President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons located 

at 540 Lincoln Street, Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, and 

Heather Prendergast.  Absent: Ryan Sheridan and Jeff Schumacher. Staff members present: 

Taylor Anderson, Tyllie Corbin, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Kari Murch, Eve Pautsch, Meghan 

Rockwell, Josh Sinram, Becky Walters, Jillian White, and Rod Wolfensperger.  

Giesler/Prendergast to approve the May 12, 2021 agenda. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Giesler/Prendergast to approve the following May 12, 2021 Consent Items:  May bills, April 

financial statements, April 14, 2021 regular meeting minutes and April 30, 2021 special meeting 

minutes.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Under Conflict of Interest, Prendergast expressed her intent to abstain from voting on her son’s 

middle school baseball contract under personnel report.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Under Public Forum, President Krebsbach asked the audience to wear masks if they were 

unable to social distance between unrelated parties.  Geisler/Prendergast to allow two minutes 

per person for public comments to the Board due to the large number of persons in attendance.  

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Jessica Bailey stated that she has children in the district and reported on a health crisis that her 

child experienced while wearing a mask.  She handed a summary of her comments to 

Superintendent Laures. Lori Schimke stated that she has two grandchildren in the district and 

shared her concerns regarding COVID and wearing masks, she handed a pamphlet to the Board. 

Aaron Leuders stated that he has a child in the district and expressed his concerns with mask 

wearing and the effects of mask wearing on his child.  Rachel Leuders stated that she has a child 

in the district and asked the Board to vote to end mask mandates in school.  Chad South stated 

that he has a child in the district and expressed his concerns on the health effects of mask 

wearing.  Jim Ites pointed to Jessica Bailey and stated that he was present at the meeting to 

support her.  He expressed his concerns with being required to wear a mask.  Ryan Burke stated 

that he has children in the district and expressed that he was concerned about the misinformation 

going around and is in favor of continuing to wear masks if it helps others.  Adam Froyum Roise 

stated he has children in the district and expressed that he was in favor of wearing masks until 

more data is established.  Kristi Shollenbarger stated that she has children in the district and 

expressed that she was in favor of mask wearing for the short time that we have left in school.  

Tyllie Corbin stated that she is a teacher in the district and in support of wearing masks for the 

rest of the year.  Meghan Rockwell stated that she is a teacher in the district and was in favor of 

continuing mask wearing to finish the year strong. Tara Anderson reported that she works in an 

acupuncture clinic and expressed her concerns with the effectiveness of mask wearing and the 

health effects of mask wearing including that immune systems should be able to fight illnesses.  

Eve Pautsch stated that she is a teacher in the district and she expressed that she would be in 

favor of continuing mask requirements for staff and students for the remainder of the school 



year. Aaron Breitbach stated that he has children in the district and expressed that he is in favor 

of finishing out the school year with masks as children seem to be used to them.   

Under COVID-19 related action items, Board President Krebsbach asked Nurse Murch if there 

have been any changes to the current guidance on mask wearing.  She responded that there have 

not been recent changes to the CDC’s or IDPH guidance prevention strategies such as mask 

wearing, physical distancing, hand washing, respiratory etiquette, and quarantine and isolation 

guidance.  Murch explained that mask wearing also prevents close contacts from having to 

quarantine in the event of a positive case. She added that masks don’t stop the spread of illness 

but rather slow the spread, and there have not been recent changes in the guidance from IDHP. 

Krebsbach asked how many quarantine days would be needed in the event of a positive case 

where masks weren’t used.  Murch responded that a 10 day quarantine would be required for 

close contacts.  Prendergast asked for confirmation that if we didn't have masks, kids would be in 

quarantine longer.  Nurse Murch responded that is correct. 

Superintendent Laures explained that the biggest concern with eliminating masks wearing would 

be the quarantine requirements to individuals within close contact in the event there was a 

positive case in a classroom.  Currently, if masks are worn, there are no quarantine requirements 

for individuals within close contact.  He cited a school ended mask mandates and several 

students were required to quarantine at home due to close contact exposure without masks.  

Laures added the mask wearing isn't ideal, but only 12 days of school is remaining.  He pointed 

out that the district was able to remain face-to-face learning for the entire school year.  The 

consensus of the Board was to continue the mask requirements through the end of the school 

year.  

Superintendent Laures stated that he has $50,000 of the ESSER funds set aside for tutoring and 

the remainder would likely be spent on technology, connectivity, and cleaning equipment. He 

explained that summer school masking would be determined by the ability to social distance. 

Since Baseball and Softball was outdoors, only mask wearing was needed on the bus for away 

games.   

Prendergast/Giesler to approve sharing agreements with Cedar Falls for swimming for the 

2021-2022 school year, Tripoli CSD for Girls and Boys Soccer, and Dunkerton CSD for the 

Social Worker sharing agreement.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  

Krebsbach/Prendergast to approve 28E agreement with Cedar Falls CSD for Center for 

Advanced Professed Studies (CAPS) program. High School Principal Mr. Anderson explained 

that this current semester has been the first semester that the program has been offered and stated 

that the program has been very successful and well received by students.  Board member 

Prendergast shared the positive feedback she has recently received from parents.  Ayes-Three.  

Motion carried.  

Prendergast/Giesler to approve FY2022 Non-Certified Support Salaries and Wages. 

Superintendent Laures explained that a close look was taken on the associate wages to resolve 

some discrepancies and new tiers were established for future hires.  He added that the substitute 

teacher rate would increase from $105 to $115 per date.  President Krebsbach added that he 



reviewed the wages which demonstrate an equity balance and is within our financial parameters.  

Negotiation members Prendergast and Giesler also reviewed the salaries and wages and are 

comfortable with the increases and reported that it does a nice job supporting our staff. Ayes-

Three.  Motion carried.  

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the following summer projects, repairs, and purchases:  

● Tuckpointing 

● Gym floor refinishing(existing high school/elementary school) 

● Wood chips around trees 

● Purchase of used Gator  

● Used school bus 

● Air conditioning, installation, and electrical work in the elementary and middle school 

● Concrete repairs 

● Sound system 

Laures pointed out that the addition of air conditioning units did not include the lunch room, 

choir room, and elementary gym.  Krebsbach pointed out a portion of the concrete repairs 

included a large cracked slab at the admissions entrance of the football field outside of Cyclone 

Center.  He thanked Giesler for pointing out the issue.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the 2021 Graduates.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Under Secondary School Construction Updates, Giesler/Prendergast to approve Pay 

Application #1 to Larson Construction in the amount of $643,130.95. Laures reported that he had 

a recent meeting with Larson Construction and the footings and walls would soon be poured. 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

REPORTS 

Under Personnel Report, Giesler/Prendergast to approve the following new hires:  Dalton 

Ciavarelli as Middle School Science Teacher, TLC and Extra-curricular coach, and athletic 

coaches of staff for fall and winter sports, Lance Williamson as assistant baseball coach and Kain 

Eagle/Dustin Rewerts/Shane Kirchoff sharing a middle school baseball coaching contract and the 

following resignation:  Travis Miller as Student Council Leader. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

Note:  Initially Giesler/Krebsbach motioned to approve Luke Prendergast as middle school 

baseball coach along with the above mentioned new hires, however, motion was rescinded due to 

failed motion as a result of lack of quorum as Prendergast abstained from the vote.   

 

Under Elementary Principal Report, Mr. Sinram shared the results of this year’s ISASP scores. 

He stated that he was pleased with the results considering recent challenges associated with 

COVID.  Intervention and support structure are already being planned for students who were not 

proficient.  He also discussed the first annual Special Education Retreat between special 

education staff and local AEA individuals.   

 

Under Middle School Principal Report, Mr. Gebel reported that he recently met with several 

elementary teachers to discuss transitional needs of elementary kids entering 6th grade this fall.  

He also reported that he is currently in the process of building the middle school master schedule 



for the upcoming year with new staff members and new course offerings.  He added that he and 

his staff will be focusing on various assessment results during next year’s professional 

development days to ensure we are meeting individual needs.    

 

Under High School Principal Report, Mr. Anderson stated that he was excited about next 

year’s course schedule and had over 60 students signed up for the newly offered Agricultural 

courses.  He congratulated Denver High School on its recent Carrie Chapman Catt Award.  Any 

school that signs up to participate and registers to vote 90% or more of its eligible students earns 

the award. It commemorates the steadfast commitment to gaining women's suffrage for an 

entirely new generation of Americans to lawfully participate in the electoral process.  Iowa 

Secretary of State Paul Pate will be visiting Denver High School for a brief visit and trophy 

presentation by the flagpole outside the office.   

 

During Superintendent Report, Laures stated he was proud of the ISASP results and the staff 

did a nice job identifying gaps and getting students where they should be.  He pointed out masks 

are not desirable and there are a lot of opinions out there, but we love our students and staff and 

care deeply about this community.  Our staff and community has worked hard to keep students in 

school this year and urged folks to be respectful of one another.   

 

Under Board President Report, Krebsbach thanked Doug and Margaret Brunscheon for 

building the cubbies in the softball field dugout.    

 

There being no further discussion, Giesler/Prendergast to adjourn at 6:37 p.m. Ayes-Three.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

  

_________________________________      _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, President               Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

  
 


