
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 8, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Denver Community School Board Conference 

Room, 520 Lincoln Street Denver, Iowa. Board members present: Pat Giesler, Scott Krebsbach, Heather 

Prendergast, and Ryan Sheridan. Absent: Jeff Schumacher. Staff members present were Cora Campbell, 

Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Heather McDonald, Josh Sinram, Becky Walters, and Jillian White.  

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the May 8, 2019 agenda.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

There was nothing brought up under Cyclone Brainstorm. 

 

Schumacher/Sheridan to approve the following May 8, 2019 Consent Items: May bills & financial 

reports and April 10, 2019 regular meeting minutes.   There was one construction account items added 

prior to the meeting: 

 

AMOUNT CONTRACTOR WORK  

$83,491.40 K & W ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL-CYCLONE CENTER CONSTRUCTION   

Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.  

 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

 

Under Public Forum, Denver resident Joel Teetzen asked about the districts potential borrowing 

capacity.  President Krebsbach responded that the finance committee has been reviewing potential costs 

of a new high school and existing building renovation costs as well as future bonding ability. Teetzen 

asked if the district has anything in place to keep students safe.  Superintendent Laures responded that the 

district has a plan in place for emergency procedures and will be updating this summer.  

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve contracts for non-certified and other support staff.  Prendergast 

stated that the negotiating committee tries to stay consistent in salary increases with certified and non-

certified staff.  She added that the committee spent time reviewing state-wide comparisons in order to 

make a recommendation to the Board.  Employees who do not receive district sponsored health insurance 

would receive a 4% wage increase and employees receiving district sponsored health insurance would 

receive 3.59% increase in salaries. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

 

Prendergast/Giesler to open the public hearing regarding the FY2019 Budget Amendment at 5:41 p.m. 

Proof of publication received and on file.  No written public comments received prior to the meeting.  

Business Manager Becky Walters explained the amendment was to include a carryover of Cyclone Center 

Construction expenditures in the amount of $323,672.  Also, $150 in GO Bond fees would be added to 

Debt Service Payments.  Prendergast/Giesler to close the public hearing at 5:42 p.m. Ayes-Four.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Sheridan/Prendergast to approve the FY2019 Budget Amendment.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

Giesler/Prendergast to approve purchasing agreement for food, supplies, and wares for the 2019-2020 

school year under the nutrition program.  Ayes-Four. Motion carried. 



Prendergast/Sheridan to approve the 2019 graduates pending completion of coursework and other 

requirements.  The Board briefly discussed implications of the district using class rank for students 

receiving scholarships.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

The board discussed 2019 summer projects.  Prendergast/Sheridan to approve moving forward with the 

following projects, with the exception of the items marked with an asterisk.  These items will be tabled 

pending the outcome of studying the cost of tiling or reworking the soccer field.   

COST  WORK 

        6,300  Discoveries - Southwest room heater 

      13,854  Discoveries - Former LEGO room heater (incl AC) 

        6,300  Elementary School - Playground drainage 

      74,856  Middle School - Complete heater/AC units (5 rooms) 

        1,000  High School - Troyer/Swales AC window unit 

           800  High School  - Troyer/Swales electrical 

        6,300  High School - Stage wall 

        3,000  High School - Rubber mats for stage 

      90,000  Bus 

      40,648  Suburban 

      10,000  School parking lot/walking path crack fill/paint 

      15,000  Lawn mower 

        2,000  *Soccer shed windows 

        5,000  *Gym floors - old gym 

 

 

The board discussed air conditioning for 4 rooms of the elementary and 2 rooms of the high school.  

These rooms were selected because they are consistently the hottest rooms in the district.  After 

discussion, the board approved the two high school rooms due to minimal cost of completion.  The 

elementary rooms will continue to be considered, but due to the larger cost it will reviewed as either a 

stand alone project or become part of the phase II project of the district.    Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

REPORTS:  

 

Under Personnel report, Prendergast/Krebsbach to approve the following resignations:    

• Yvonne Stock as Food Service Director 

• Jennifer Richards a kitchen cook 

• Melissa Hingtgen as kitchen cook 

• Jacquelyn Gielau as Special Education Teacher and Soccer Coach 

The Board thanked these individuals for their years of service and dedication to the Denver Schools. 

Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

 

Krebsbach/Prendergast to approve the following new hires:    

• Joe Frost as High School Special Education Teacher 

• Mara Forsythe as Assistant Softball Coach 

• Mandi Johnson as kitchen cook 

Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

 

There was nothing brought up under Student Council report.  

 



Under Elementary Principal report, Josh Sinram explained how the elementary teachers have come up 

with a plan to minimize waste, by recycling milk cartons.  He announced that 5th graders released 

balloons with letters thanking veterans for their service to our country.  To date, students have received 4 

responses – two from Wisconsin and two from Michigan.  Sinram explained that staff is currently 

reviewing the PLC process.  This year’s elementary track and field day would be held on May 28th.   

 

Under Secondary Principal, Paul Gebel presented the new technology course offerings for the 2019-

2020 school year, which will be taught by the new STEM teacher.  He reported there was great turnout 

for the Washington D.C. trip informational meeting. The Mock accident was a success as well as Prom 

2019.  He thanked the Post Prom Committee for their hard work.  He explained that he has a meeting with 

representatives from John Deere to discuss potential job shadowing, tours, and potential employment 

opportunities.  Mr. Gebel congratulated our band students at the recent large group festival.  The last 

Choir performance is May 13th and band on May 14th.  He also congratulated Ethan Schoville and Anna 

Curtis for their individual middle school track championships and Ryder Block for the individual 

championship at the State Greco Wrestling tournament.  

 

Under Superintendent’s report, Superintendent Laures thanked the Board for the healthy discussion on 

facilities planning.  He pointed out that its School Board Appreciation Month and thanked the Board for 

their hard work and dedication to the district.  He added that board members devote a considerable 

amount of personal time as school board members.  The 2019 Graduation Ceremony would be held on 

May 26th at 2pm.  He also pointed out the district’s recognition as a top school in the nation in the US 

News & World report.  He thanked students, staff, and community for their work to make this happen.  

 

Board member Sheridan voiced his concerns that cars are damaging neighboring alfalfa plants owned by 

Virgil and Shirley Buhr by driving around a locked gate to access the softball field at the south east 

entrance. He added that he is working with the Superintendent to help solve this problem.     

 

Under Board President’s report, President Krebsbach shared that it is teacher appreciation week.  He 

pointed out that the board members often talk about the “big” things in our district such as Cyclone 

Center, strong test scores, and strong athletic/performing arts achievements, but sometimes it’s helpful to 

remember that it takes day in and day out skill to achieve these things.  He thanked the teachers for their 

time and commitment to our students.  

 

There being no further discussion, Prendergast/Giesler to adjourn at 6:51p.m. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, Board President  Becky Walters, Board Secretary 


