
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 24, 2020 

The special meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 8:00 A.M. on the above date in the District Office located at 241 S. State Street, 

Denver, IA. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Pat Giesler, Jeff Schumacher, Ryan Sheridan, and 

Heather Prendergast.  Absent: None.  Staff members present: Taylor Anderson, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, 

Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters. 

Note: To limit the exposure and spread of COVID-19, all board members and staff members were present 

to the board meeting via conference line, except Board Secretary Becky Walters who was present at the 

above noted location.  

Schumacher/Giesler to approve the April 24, 2020 agenda. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 

Krebsbach/Giesler to approve an updated resolution concerning pandemic response and emergency.  

Superintendent Laures pointed out that the updated resolution includes the extended closure through the 

end of the school year and extends the payment of hourly employees until the last regularly scheduled day 

of school.  Laures added that the resolution reflects the waiver of instructional time requirements for the 

remainder of the current school year for schools that provide continuous learning, as well as the 

requirement of each district to submit a Return to Learn Plan to the Iowa Department of Education by 

July 1 2020.   Laures explained that the Return to Learn plan is a planning document to help schools 

identify what has been taught, and what may still need to be introduced.  He also said teachers had 

already been documenting much of this. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. The resolution in its 

entirety is attached to the official copy of the minutes.  

Superintendent Laures reported that custodians have returned to work on a limited basis to assist in clean 

up on days after lunch is served.  He added that there has been a need for the para-educators to help with 

the lunch preparation and distribution due to higher than expected turnout for lunches.   

Board member Prendergast reported that a committee was formed, consisting of a group of senior parents 

as well as the senior student council members, to assist in providing feedback to administration on how 

this year’s graduation ceremony could take place. A survey with five different options was emailed to all 

senior students and senior parents to gather input. Principal Anderson stated that he would be reaching out 

to families soon with more information.  He would also have further guidance on prom and senior awards 

night. Board member Prendergast reported that senior banners would be hung down town in the next 

week.   

President Krebsbach stated there has been discussion on when and how students would retrieve their 

personal items in the school.  He stated that administration is waiting on further guidance from the Iowa 

Department of Public Health regarding the allowance of individuals into the building.  Board member 

Prendergast pointed out that the lettering of spring and summer sports would need to be discussed at the 

May board meeting.   

There was considerable discussion on concerns regarding student grading. Board member Giesler asked if 

schools can switch from voluntary learning to required online learning.  Board member Prendergast 

shared her concerns on the permanent impact of student grades on transcriptions.  Principal Anderson 



responded that he has had considerable discussion and thought on the topic.  He added that this is 

something we have been considering.  the Iowa Department of Education would be coming out with 

further guidance on this topic early next week.  Laures and Krebsbach pointed out to the Board that there 

may be a need for a special Board meeting late next week to address this topic. 

Principal Sinram reported that he is coordinating a date for the week of April 27th for 3rd and 4th grade 

families to pick up their Chromebooks.  Board member Schumacher stated that he was pleased with the 

district moving to the NICL Central Conference.  

There being no further discussion, Sheridan/Schumacher to adjourn at 8:24 a.m. Ayes-Five.  Motion 

carried. 
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