
DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 13, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by Vice 

President Prendergast at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Denver Community School Board Conference 

Room, 520 Lincoln Street Denver, Iowa. Board members present: Pat Giesler, Heather Prendergast, and 

Ryan Sheridan. Absent: Scott Krebsbach and Jeff Schumacher. Staff members present were Paul Gebel, 

Brad Laures, Heather McDonald, Megan Ruebel, Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the March 13, 2019 agenda.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  

 

There was nothing brought up under Cyclone Brainstorm. 

 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the following March 13, 2019 Consent Items: March bills & financial reports 

and February 6, 2019 regular meeting minutes.   Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  

 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

 

There was nothing brought up under Public Forum. 

 

Steve Duggan from Hogan Hansen presented a brief overview of the FY2018 financial audit.  Duggan 

reported that the district is in good financial standing and there were no instances of noncompliance.   

 

Construction updates and discussion: Superintendent Brad Laures reported that the replacement of the 

auditorium lighting drivers was scheduled to take place after June 8th and will be finished by August 1st. 

He added that the gymnasium would be closed down during spring break for annual floor refinishing.   

 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the 2019-2020 school calendar.  The start and end dates for the school year 

would be August 23rd and May 29th, respectively.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.  

 

Sheridan/Prendergast to approve 2018-2019 School Calendar modification to hold the last day of school on 

Friday, June 7th.  Laures explained that there have been 10 snow days.  If all of those days were made up 

at the end of the school year, the end date would be June 12th, but may not be productive to go that late into 

June.  Laures provided the board scenarios of different end dates.  There were enough hours accumulated 

to satisfy requirements without having to make up all 10 days.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan to set date of public hearing on April 10, 2019 for FY2020 Budget.  Ayes-Three.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan authorizing the redemption of General Obligation School Bonds, Series 2016, dated May 

3, 2016, approving the Escrow and Amended and Substituted Paying Agent, Bond Registrar and Transfer 

Agent Agreement, and levying a tax for Fiscal Year 2019-20 for the Redemption of General Obligation 

School Bonds, Series 2016, Dated May 3, 2016.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Three. Motion carried.  

 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve an agreement with Taylor Physical Therapy.  Laures explained this agreement 

would provide the district with a trainer during athletic events.  He added that the costs wouldn’t change.  

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the following sharing agreements for the 2019-2020 school year:   



 Swimming with Cedar Falls Community School District 

 Bowling with Dunkerton School District 

 Boys and Girls Soccer with Tripoli Community School District provided that additional 

participation does not affect classification 

 Boys Golf with Janesville 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve agreement with Junior Achievement of Eastern Iowa.  Ayes-Three.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan to table the approval of the certified staff contracts.  Laures explained that he received 

email correspondence prior to the meeting expressing dissatisfaction with the district distribution of 

salaries.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

REPORTS:  

 

Under Personnel report, Giesler/Sheridan to approve the following new hires:  

 Taylor Anderson as High School Principal 

 Megan Newbrough as High School English Teacher 

 Travis Miller as STEM Teacher 

 Tim Baird as Secondary Music Teacher 

 Dani Gordon as Head Softball Coach 

 Mara Forsyth as Middle School Girls Track Coach 

 Dani Gordon Middle School Girls Track Coach 

 Aubrey Taylor as High School Assistant Coach 

 Creed Krueger as Volunteer Assistant High School Soccer 

 Bo McMahon as Volunteer Assistant High School Soccer 

 Shane Kirchoff as High School Boys and Girls Assistant Track Coach 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Under Student Council report, members briefed the Board on current and upcoming activities.    

 

Under Elementary Principal report, Josh Sinram briefed the board that PLC teams are still meeting 

despite not having early dismissals on Wednesdays.  He introduced a new Hands-on STEM program and 

announced that Early Childhood Elementary teacher Mrs. Lockard would be piloting a transitional 

kindergarten program for her special education students next year.  

 

Under Secondary Principal, Paul Gebel congratulated the speech team for an outstanding Individual State 

Speech.  He also congratulated Jaden Forde for being named as National Merit Finalist based on his PSAT 

score. Gebel proposed the idea of a potential Middle School Washington D.C. trip next summer.  He 

explained that it would be student paid and showed a sample itinerary. Board member Prendergast stated 

that she fully supported such trip.  Gebel thanked and congratulated participants of a successful 8-week 

fitness challenge within the Denver staff.  

 

Under Superintendent’s report, Superintendent Laures congratulated Denver’s NICL All Academic 

recipients that were recently recognized at a PIPAC Centre Dinner.  Laures recognized employees for their 

actions in a recent incident where a school bus got stuck in the ditch.  Laures stated that the district is very 

fortunate to be in a hiring position, as opposed to many districts that are having to make staff reductions.  

He thanked the community, staff, and Board of Directors for their vision and support.  Board member 



Geisler asked Laures if he had a floor plan for the recent staff additions. Laures responded that he has a 

couple of drafts and would be presenting soon.  

 

Under Board President’s report, Vice-President Prendergast thanked the staff, students, and community 

for their contribution in the recent principal interview process.  Board member Sheridan stated that he has 

been very fortunate to have his children attend the Denver School District.   

 

There being no further discussion, Giesler/Sheridan to adjourn at 6:45p.m. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 

Heather Prendergast, Vice-President   Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

 


