
 

DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 11, 2020 

 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by Vice 

President Prendergast at 5:31 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons area on Fairview 

Street. Board members present: Heather Prendergast, Pat Giesler, and Ryan Sheridan.  Absent:  Scott 

Krebsbach and Jeff Schumacher. Staff members present were Taylor Anderson, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, 

Josh Sinram, Becky Walters, and Dawn Wiebbecke. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the March 11, 2020 agenda.  Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the following March 11, 2020 Consent Items:  March bills & financial reports 

and February 12, 2020 regular meeting minutes. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 

 

There was nothing brought up under Conflict of Interest. 

 

Under Public Forum, parents Trudi Schimmels and Kristen Graber stated they would like to see a large 

pool of candidates for next year’s wrestling program.  Parent Sara Ebaugh stated her concerns with 

scheduling and transportation on the agriculture program.   

 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the 2020-2021 academic school calendar.  Laures stated that the start day 

would be Monday, August 24, 2020, the earliest start day possible, with 2 hour early out the first two days.   

He stated that he sought input from the staff and received feedback that it may be beneficial to start winter 

break on Wednesday, December 23rd due to travel, however, it was decided to have a 12:30pm early out 

that day.  Board members Prendergast and Sheridan agreed an early out would be a good solution to 

allowing for holiday travel. The proposed last day of school would be Wednesday, June 2nd.  Ayes-Three.  

Motion carried.  

 

High School Principal Taylor Anderson stated that he met with many individuals, including staff, students, 

and administrators from Wapsie Valley High School to review the Agriculture Program that Denver 

students attend at Wapsie that is also shared with students from Tripoli.  He noted that currently student 

enrollment is as follows:  

Agriculture 1 – 3 students 

Agriculture 2 – 3 students 

Agriculture 3 – 2 students 

Agriculture 4 – 1 student 

Taylor stated that he is currently working with administration at Wapsie High School on scheduling to best 

serve student schedules.  He is also looking into transportation opportunities that would better serve 

students.  Board member Giesler suggested surveying students to gauge interest in the program provided 

there were improved scheduling and transportation options.  

 

Superintendent Laures thanked all involved for the success of the recent GO Bond vote for the new high 

school/middle school.  He also thanked all of the people who provided input as well as the people who 

expended their time and resources getting residents to vote.  He also thanked the community for the support.  

Laures noted that vote passed with overwhelming support of an 85% majority. Walters stated that the 

official canvass would be released next week, and on the April Board agenda. Laures stated he expected 

the design phase to continue to the end of the year with the bid letting to start early 2021.  He added that he 

expects the construction to start in the spring of next year.  Board member Giesler stated that he would like 

the facilities committee along with teachers and staff to visit other schools during the design phase.  He also 

noted a head start on soil borings would be critical to a timely project finish.   



 

Sheridan/Giesler to approve setting the public hearing date for the FY2021 budget on April 8, 2020.  Ayes-

Three.  Motion carried. 

 
REPORTS:  

Sheridan/Giesler to approve the following new hires:   

Michele Doyle as Elementary Guidance Counselor  

Charlene Schmitz as Elementary Para-educator 

Zach Steger as Secondary Social Studies Teacher 

Travis Miller as Assistant Baseball Coach 

Haley Crowe as Assistant Girls Soccer Coach 

Ayes-Three.  Motion carried.   

   

There was nothing brought up under Student Council Report.  

 

Elementary Principal, Mr. Sinram announced that literacy week was coming up and shared the number 

of planed activities to celebrate that week including a visit from a children’s author Derek Anderson.  He 

also shared that the elementary school received a DNR grant for a composting project using soldier flies. 

He added that he had many applicants for the open teaching positions in the elementary school and intended 

on making hires very soon.  

 

Middle School Principal, Mr. Gebel stated that ISASP assessments will take place in April .He also 

pointed out this week’s student activities during Cabin Fever Week to celebrate the arrival of spring.  

 

High School Principal, Mr. Anderson reported on the upcoming NICL Academic Banquet and Cyclone 

Achievement Club Ceremony.  He also reported on the High School initiative to promote inclusiveness 

among students, as recommended by a recent Conditions of Learning Survey.   

 

During Superintendent report, Laures thanked food service director Teresa Bates and her staff for the 

smoothie samples. He pointed out they would be for sale at lunch for the upper grades in the near future.  

Laures reported that the FTC Robotics group qualified for the Worlds tournament in April, which would 

be approved at the April Board meeting.  He announced that he has been and will continue to keep a very 

close eye on monitoring the Coronavirus outbreak and would be following health department regulations 

and guidelines.  He also outlined how the custodial staff disinfects surfaces in the buildings. He thanked 

Nurse Murch for keeping good communication on Coronavirus updates. Laures pointed out that he is 

bringing on board a permanent janitorial substitute. Laures reported that speaker Dave Gorum recently 

spoke to 6-12th grade students about social media and bullying.  He also congratulated the Academic 

Decathlon for finishing 5th place at State.  He said Denver was the highest school placing that didn’t have 

an Academic Decathlon class offering.  He thanked the coaches Troyer and Lehman for their hard work 

with the program. Board member Giesler read an email from the coaches of the Academic Decathlon on 

their recent success.  

 

During Board President report, Vice-president Prendergast congratulated students for their tremendous 

success with the Academic Decathlon, Speech, Girls Basketball, Boys Basketball, and wrestling team.  She 

also expressed her gratitude to the community for the passing of the recent bond vote to finish Phase II of 

the new high school/middle school.  

  

There being no further discussion, Giesler/Prendergast to adjourn at 6:32 p.m. Ayes-Three.  Motion carried. 
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Heather Prendergast, Vice-President  Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

 

 


