
 

DENVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 12, 2020 

 

The regular meeting of the Denver Community School Board of Education was brought to order by 

President Krebsbach at 5:30 P.M. on the above date in the Middle School Commons area on Fairview 

Street. Board members present: Scott Krebsbach, Heather Prendergast, Pat Giesler, Jeff Schumacher, and 

Ryan Sheridan.  Absent: none. Staff members present were Taylor Anderson, Paul Gebel, Brad Laures, Eve 

Pautsch, Josh Sinram, and Becky Walters. 

 

Prendergast/Schumacher to approve the February 12, 2020 agenda.  Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. 

 

Giesler/Sheridan to approve the following February 12, 2020 Consent Items:  February bills & financial 

reports and January 8, 2020 regular meeting minutes. Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. 

 

Under Conflict of Interest, Board member Schumacher stated that he would abstain from voting on rental 

space for Robotics at property owned by the company by which he’s employed. 

 

Under Public Forum, parent Sara Ebaugh shared her concerns on the scheduling of the agriculture program 

that her children currently attend at Wapsie High School.  Board President Krebsbach asked Principal 

Anderson to work with Superintendent Laures to come up with some possible solutions and report back at 

the next board meeting. Parent Kristin Graber shared her concerns with wrestling.   

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to vote against admitting Oelwein the NICL conference.  Laures explained that 

Oelwein has petitioned to enter the NICL.  Schumacher stated that he would wish to see Denver compete 

in the Central conference to remain competitive, especially as our school has seen growth.  Board members 

Prendergast, Sheridan, and Krebsbach stated that they don’t see advantages to our school and athletes by 

allowing the addition to the conference.  Prendergast pointed out that after investigation, there appears to 

be no appeals process for our school in the event that Oelwein is allowed into the conference by majority 

vote of other schools.  Ayes-Five.  Motion carried. 

 

Board member Schumacher left the board meeting at 5:50pm due a prior obligation.    

  

Sheridan/Giesler to open public hearing at 5:50pm on the 2020-2021 academic school calendar.  Laures 

presented a draft to the Board members and explained that the first two days of school, starting on Monday, 

August 24th would have an early dismissal so younger students would have an easier transition into the first 

week.  Board President Krebsbach invited Eve Pautsch in the audience to comment on the schedule.  

Pautsch responded that it may be difficult for Christmas travelers if there is school the day before Christmas 

Eve. Giesler and Krebsbach both agreed with that point and voiced support for such a change.  Laures 

explained that he would continue to gather input from staff and others, therefore there may be changes prior 

to approval at the March board meeting.  Sheridan/Prendergast to close public hearing at 5:56pm.   

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve a lease agreement with Schumacher Elevator for property located at 

240 E. Main Street.  Laures explained that the property would provide a space for the Robotics team starting 

June 1st.  Currently, they are located in the red shed in the high school parking lot, however the shed is 

expected to house instructional space next school year. The monthly rent would be $600 per month 

including utilities.  President Krebsbach pointed out that in order to avoid adding trailers in the parking lots, 

administration would need to think outside the box for extra space to continue to accommodate growing 

enrollment. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

 



REPORTS:  

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the following new coaching hires:  Izaak Shedenhelm as Volunteer 

Wrestling Assistant, Isaac Barrett as Assistant Boys Track Coach, Marv Kramer as Volunteer Track 

Assistant, Jacque Hildebrandt and Dani Gordon as Middle School Girls Track Coaches, Ibrahim Sabanagic 

as Boys Soccer Head Coach, Timmy Arians as Assistant Soccer Boys Coach, Bo McMahon as Goalie 

Coach.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

Prendergast/Sheridan to approve resignation of Malynda Zuck.  The Board thanked Malynda for her 

service to our students and District.  Ayes-Four.  Motion carried.   

 

Prendergast/Giesler to approve the following transfers:  Meghan Busswitz as Second Grade teacher, 

Sharon Collins as Third Grade teacher, Becky Langner as Multi-Tiered Support Service teacher, and Travis 

Miller as CAPS teacher.  Board member Prendergast noted that she didn’t want to see the district backing 

off the STEM offerings as Travis Miller was hired as STEM teacher.  Principal Anderson responded that 

while CAPS is an extension of STEM, all of the same courses would be offered next year.  One of his 

middle school exploratory courses would be reassigned to another teacher.  

   

There was nothing brought up under Student Council Report.  

 

Elementary Principal, Mr. Sinram pointed out that the Mile Wide Pride Concert and Denver Showcase, 

held on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 in the Bill & Pat Buss Auditorium was a success.  He received good 

feedback and hopes to start an annual tradition.   

 

Middle School Principal, Mr. Gebel discussed the success of recent K-12 Problem of Practice instructional 

strategies on the last professional development day.       

 

High School Principal, Mr. Anderson Denver Speech Team recently presented to the elementary students, 

as well as middle and high school students, on the power of words.  He thanked Ms. White and Mr. Isaacson 

sharing their talents during the assemblies.  He also congratulated all seven state qualifying groups for 

receiving division 1 ratings at the state contest. Mr. Anderson stated there would be an upcoming assembly 

for secondary students relating to appropriate social media usage and bullying at Cyclone Center during the 

first week of March.  There was discussion regarding the district’s controls on social media usage in school.   

He also shared that he and Mr. Gebel recently attended a School Administrators of Iowa Law Conference 

in Des Moines.   

 

Mr. Gebel passed out a handout to board members that outlined 2018-2019 ISASP ELA and Math Results 

with a NICL peer comparison for all grades.  The board members were pleased with the exceptionally high 

proficiency scores.    

 

During Superintendent report, Laures pointed out that he is working with the maintenance director on a 

list of upcoming summer projects which will include tuck pointing and adding air conditioning to the next 

group of warmest rooms.  He added that he would look at pricing for larger systems.  In light of the recent 

school threat, he reminded students and staff if you see something, say something. Also during spring 

parent/teacher conferences, there would be early dismissals this year so that teachers have enough time to 

get their conferences in because of larger class sizes.  He thanked all who helped with the recent disaster 

drill.  He reported that the first few weeks of working in the offsite space have gone well.  The last 

informational meeting on the new high school/middle school before the March 3, 2020 bond vote be held 

on February 25, 2020.  Board member Giesler pointed out that the Academic Decathlon team did an 

outstanding job this season, he thanked the leaders for their hard work. Board member Prendergast stated 

that she is concerned with the poor internet connection at Cyclone Center, which is causing issues with 

streaming events to Youtube.com.  Anderson responded that the issue is being addressed.  Board member 



Prendergast reiterated that after investigation, she found there is no known appeals process to the conference 

vote on allowing Oelwein into the conference.  

 

During Board President report, Board member Krebsbach thanked the Denver Police Department for its 

prompt and professional resolve in the recent threat matter.  He wished our athletes success and good health 

during the upcoming post season events.  He thanked the students and staff for a very success Mile Wide 

Pride Showcase.  Krebsbach reminded stakeholders that the upcoming GO Bond Vote for a new high 

school/middle school would be held on March 3, 2020. 

 

There being no further discussion, Giesler/Prendergast to adjourn at 6:44 p.m. Ayes-Four.  Motion carried. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 

Scott Krebsbach, President   Becky Walters, Board Secretary 

 

 


