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 City of Harrison 
Council Meeting 
July 25, 2019 – 6:00 pm 

 
 
Mayor Jackson called the City Council Meeting to order.  Due to the expectation of a 
large crowd, the meeting was held at the Durand Center. 
 
Roll Call:  Chris Head: P; Mary Jean Creager: P; Mitch Magness: P; Linda DeWald: P 
 Bill Boswell: P; Heath Kirkpatrick: P; Joel Williams: A; Wayne Cone: P 
 
Alderman Heath Kirkpatrick lead the group in prayer. 
Mayor Jackson lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of previous minutes: 
The minutes from the June 27, 2019 Council meeting and the July 18, 2019 Special 
Called Council meeting were presented to the Council for their approval.  Council 
Member Creager moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member 
Magness seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Department Reports: 
Police: 
Chief of Police Graddy presented the Council with the July Police Department report 
and addressed questions from the Council.  Graddy announced that the Harrison Police 
Department had re-implemented the use of Sobriety Checkpoints.  Graddy advised that 
his officers had undergone recent checkpoint training and was pleased with the success 
of the checkpoints. 
 
Public Works: 
Director of Public Works Phillips advised the Council on the status of the Lake/Creek 
issue and hoped to have more details in September from Fish and Game.  Phillips 
advised that ARDOT is working throughout Harrison and expects construction to begin 
Summer 2020. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Finance: 
Humbled Hearts Contract: 
As discussed in the July Committee meeting, Council Member Magness made a motion 
to allow the Mayor to sign the contract approved by the City Attorney for services to be 
provided by Humbled Hearts at an expense of $7,000 with the funds coming out of City 
Reserves.  Council Member Cone seconded the motion. The vote was all ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Probation Ordinance: 
As discussed in committee Council Member Magness made a motion to approve a one 
time allotment to the Boone County Juvenile Probation Office of $10,000.  Council 
Member Kirkpatrick seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
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Community Complex: 
Mayor Jackson addressed the public and explained the start of the Community Complex 
project and his experiences over the last couple years across the state reviewing other 
cities similar to Harrison and their experiences with Community Centers across the 
state.  Director of Finance Feighert then presented the Council and the public in 
attendance with a proposal for a Community Complex for the City. Mayor McKinney 
from Berryville sent a video message in support of the Complex.  Debbie Johnson,, 
Board Chairperson for the Boone County Health Coallition spoke and expressed the 
need for this complex in order to help increase the quality of health for our area.  
Batesville Council Member Tommy Bryant spoke to the group and explained the 
benefits that the City of Batesville have experienced and urged Harrison to move 
forward with a similar complex.  Bob Largent, CEO of the Harrison Regional Chamber of 
Commerce spoke in favor of the complex and explained the benefits that it would 
provide in economic impact to our area.  Mayor Jackson then opened up the floor for 
public comments.  Comments went on for approximately 45 minutes. 
 
Council Member Magness moved to suspend the rules and place ordinance 1448 on its 
second reading, by title only.  Council Member Williams seconded the motion.  The vote 
was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Magness moved to suspend the rules and place ordinance 1449 on its 
second reading, by title only.  Council Member Head seconded the motion.  The vote 
was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Magness moved to suspend the rules and place ordinance 1450 on its 
second reading, by title only.  Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote 
was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
 
Mayor Comments: 
Re-appointment of Gwen Hoffman to Harrison Housing Authority Board: 
Mayor Jackson announced that he would like to confirm re-appointment of Gwen 
Hoffman to the Harrison Housing Authority Board, term expiring 9/1/2024.  Council 
Member Cone moved to approve the appointment.  Council Member Kirkpatrick 
seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Boswell expressed his appreciation for the the crowd that turned out 
and the civil tone that was experienced as people expressed both sides of the issue of 
the Community Complex.  Boswell then went on to express appreciation to all the 
department heads that make our City such a great place to live. 
 
Citizen Comments: 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
_____________________                         _____________________ 
Jerry Jackson, Mayor                      Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer 


