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 City of Harrison 
Council Meeting 
May 28, 2020 – 6:00 pm 

 
 
There was a Regular Meeting of the Harrison City Council, Thursday, May 28, 2020 at 6:00 
pm.  Due to the current “Covid 19” Coronavirus State of Emergency and the inability to 
conduct meetings of 10 or more people, and the inability to adequately take part in Social 
Distancing in small quarters.  The Harrison City Council Meeting was held at the North 
Arkansas College Campus – John Paul Hammerschmidt Conference Center. 
 
Mayor Jackson called the City Council Meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call:  Chris Head: P; Mary Jean Creager: P; Mitch Magness: P; Linda DeWald: P 
 Bill Boswell: P; Heath Kirkpatrick: P; Joel Williams: P; Wayne Cone: P 
 
Council Member Heath Kirkpatrick lead the group in prayer. 
Mayor Jackson lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of minutes: 
The minutes from the April 23, 2020 Council meeting were presented to the Council for 
their approval.  Council Member Cone moved to approve the minutes as presented.  
Council Member Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Agenda Amendment: 
Mayor Jackson Presented the Council with two items and asked that the Agenda be 
amended.  After brief discussion Council Member Magness moved to amend the agenda 
and add the Cities are Essential Resolution, and remove the Business License Ordinance 
from Ordinances and Resolutions.  Council Member Boswell seconded the motion.  The 
vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Parks and Rec Appointment: 
Mayor Jackson then asked to move the Mayoral Parks and Rec Commissions 
appointments to the from to the meeting.  Mayor Jackson announced that the terms of Jerry 
Maland and Dennis King had expired and reported that he was appointing Kellie Huff to the 
Parks and Rec Commission.  Council Member Boswell moved to approve the appointment.  
Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried.  Mayor 
Jackson then announced that he was appointing Jeremy Ragland to the Parks and Rec 
Commission.  Council Member Kirkpatrick moved to approve the appointment.  Council 
Member Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Department Reports: 
Police: 
Chief Graddy addressed the Council and gave an update on the April happenings in the 
police department.  Chief Graddy then advised the Council on the current operating steps 
being taken by the Police Department during the State of Emergency.  Graddy and 
Assistant Chief Cagle then presented former Police Chief Cone with a service weapon as a 
token of the City’s appreciation of his years of service to the Harrison Police Department. 
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Parks & Rec: 
Parks and Rec Director Eddington gave the Council an update on operations in the Parks 
System over the last month.  Eddington went on to advise the Council that his department 
was working to try to re-open the department and provide the normal services to the 
citizens this summer as is allowed by the Govenors Health Mandates due to the 
Coronavirus Pandemic. 
 
Public Works: 
COO Phillips gave a brief update on the activities of public works.  Phillips went on to bring 
the Council up to date on the Hwy 43/Rocksprings Rd intersection project and explained 
that he felt it would go to bid later this summer.  Capps Rd Sidewalk Project has been sent 
to ARDOT for their review and approval.  Phillips also advised that he was hoping to bid out 
the Goblin Drive Project later in the fall. 
 
Fire Department: 
Fire Chief Lowery gave the Council a report for the April activities and explained to the 
Council that his department was still operating as usual responding to emergencies, but 
expressed they were taking all step available to protect his department.  Lowery also 
advised that his department was also busy overseeing the Clean Premesis grass 
complaints. 
 
Accounting: 
CFO Feighert addressed the Council and gave an update on the City’s finances and 
expressed that the sales tax receipts and property taxes had trended up.  Feighert went on 
to announce that even with the Coronavirus Pandemic April sales tax revenues were the 5th 
largest ever received.  Feighert went on to answer questions from the Council and Public. 
 
IT Department: 
IT Director David Wilson gave the Council an update on happenings around the City 
dealing with information technology and answered questions. 
 
Housing Department: 
Harrison Housing Authority Director Chonda Tapley briefed the Council on housing 
concerns. Tapley went on to advise that her department was still working from home and 
explained the steps that they were taking to still meet the needs of the public. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Finance:  
Council Member Magness gave some additional input on the Sales Tax Revenue received. 
Franchise Fee Fund: 
Council Member Magness discussed the agenda from his committee and advised the 

Council that after further thought we wished to hold off on the Franchise Fee Fund.  He 
wanted to take it back to Committee for further discussion. 

Fire Pay Grid: 
Council Member Magness asked the Council if they had any questions about the Fire Pay 

Grid that was presented at an earlier meeting.  Since their was not an immediate need 
to address the pay grid now he asked to take it back to Council in June Committee for 
further discussion. 

 
 
 
2018 Water and Sewer Audit: 
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Council Member Magness asked the Council if they had reviewed the 2018 Water and 
Sewer Audit, and asked if they had any questions or concerns.  Hearing none, Magness 
then moved to approve the 2018 Water & Sewer Audit as presented.  Council Member 
Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 

 
Ordinances & Resolutions: 
Probation Office Funding Ordinance: 
As discussed in the May Committee meeting Council Member Bowell introduced a 
proposed ordinance titled 

AN ORDINANCE INCREASING EACH FINE AMOUNT IN BOONE COUNTY DISTRICT 
COURT HARRISON DIVISION BY $5.00 TO SUPPLEMENT THE OPERATING COST OF 

THE BOONE COUNTY PROBATION OFFICE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
Boswell moved to suspend the rules and place this ordinance on its first reading, by title 
only.  Council Member William seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion 
carried.  Council Member Magness then moved to suspend the rules and place the 
ordinance on its second and third readings, by title only.  Council Member Cone seconded 
the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried.  Council Member Magness then moved 
to adopt the ordinance and enact the emergency clause.  Council Member Cone seconded 
the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
Salvage Yard Screening: 
As previously discussed Council Member Boswell moved to suspend the rules and place 
proposed ordinance titled 
AN ORDINANCE TO REQUIRE THAT SALVAGE YARDS OR SIMILAR TYPE OPERA TIO 

NS OR ESTABLISHMENTS BE PROPERLY SCREENED SO AS NOT TO BE VISIBLE 
FROM HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC STREETS IN THE CITY OF HARRISON 

On its second reading, by title only.  Council Member Kirkpatrick seconded the motion.  The 
vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
Rental Permit: 
As discussed at committee Council Member Boswell introduced a proposed ordinance titled 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING 
“RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS” 

Council Member Magness moved to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on it’s first 
reading, by title only.  Council Member Williams seconded the motion.  Discussion among 
the Council then began.  After Council discussion it was opened up to the public.  After 
lengthy discussion from the public and additional discussion among the Council the vote 
was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
As discussed in committee meeting Council Member Boswell made a motion to suspend 
the rules and place proposed ordinance titled: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 104.2 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1454 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

On it’s first reading by title only.  Coucil Member Williams seconded the motion.  The vote 
was all ayes, motion carried.  Council Member Boswell then moved to suspend the rules 
and place the ordinance on it’s second and third readings, by title only.  Council Member 
Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried.  Council Member 
Magness then moved to adopt the ordinance and enact the emergency clause.  Council 
Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Then as discussed in previous meetings Council Member Magness moved to approve a 
resolution titled: 

A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A NUISANCE, CONDEMN AND AUTHORIZE 
DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE BUILDINGS AND/OR STRUCTURES AT 509 S. HICKORY 
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Council Member Boswell seconded the motion.  After brief discussion the vote was all 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Boswell then presented a resolution titled: 

THE CITY OF HARRISON, ARKANSAS IS ESSENTIAL: 
IN SUPPORT OF FAIR, DIRECT FEDERAL EMERGENCY SUPPORT 

TO REOPEN AND REBUILD LOCAL AMERICAN ECONOMIES 
Boswell explained that this was sent to us from the Arkansas Municipal League and asked 
that we approve the resolution.  Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote 
was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
 
Mayor’s Comments 
Mayor Jackson advised the Council that the Coronavirus was exploding in North West 
Arkansas and urged the public to be very cautious if traveling in that area.  Mayor Jackson 
reminded the public to continue with social distancing and to please wear a mask. 
 
Mayor Jackson then announced that the spring clean up went really well, and was very 
pleased with the process. 
 
Mayor Jackson then expressed his concern with the goose population at the Minnie Harris 
Park.  He explained that the City was doing all that they could to discourage the geese from 
going to the park, and that Church 180 had volunteered to go down to the park and hose off 
the area weekly. 
 
Mayor Jackson then announced that the June Committee and Council meetings would be 
held in the Youth Center to allow for a large crouwd and still maintain social distancing.  He 
asked the Council for a vote to move the meeting locations.  Council Member Boswell 
moved to hold the June at the Brandon Burlsworth Youth Center.  Council Member 
Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Mayor Jackson then advised the Council that he had a personel matter that he needed to 
discuss with the Council.  Council Member Magness made a motion to go into Executive 
Session to discuss a personel matter.  Council Member DeWald seconded the motion.  The 
vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
The room was vacated.  After executive session Mayor Jackson called the meeting back to 
order.  Council Member DeWald made a motion to increase the annual salary for the Chief 
Financial Officer to $101,000, and the Chief Operating Officer to $115,000 beginning June 
1, 2020.  Council Member Boswell seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Citizen Comments: 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
_____________________                         _____________________ 
Jerry Jackson, Mayor                      Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer 


