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 City of Harrison 
Council Meeting 
May 23, 2019 – 6:00 pm 

 
 
Prior to the Council Meeting Mayor Jackson opened a public hearing concerning a 
Hazard Mitigation Plan, and introduced Tina Cole with NWAEDD.  Cole then addressed 
everyone in attendance and answered questions.  After discussion Mayor Jackson 
closed the public hearing. 
 
Mayor Jackson called the City Council Meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call:  Chris Head: P; Mary Jean Creager: P; Mitch Magness: P; Linda DeWald: P 
 Bill Boswell: P; Heath Kirkpatrick: P; Joel Williams: A; Wayne Cone: P 
 
Alderman Heath Kirkpatrick lead the group in prayer. 
Mayor Jackson lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of previous minutes: 
The minutes from the April 25, 2019 Council meeting were presented to the Council for 
their approval.  Council Member Cone moved to approve the minutes as presented.  
Council Member Kirkpatrick seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Department Reports: 
Parks & Rec: 
Parks and Rec Director Eddington gave the Council an update on activities through 
April, and advised that there have been lots of teams here in town in May for the AAA 
Highschool State Tournaments, and it has kept his department very busy.  Eddington 
went on to report that his department would be inspecting lighting poles at the sports 
complex June 4th.  Eddington went on to advise that the Dog Park grant that they had 
applied for was delayed, but that he was working to get local sponsorship and move 
forward with the project.  He was hopefull to have the Dog Park open in August. 
 
Police: 
Chief of Police Graddy presented the Council with the April Police Department report 
and addressed questions from the Council.  Graddy went on to commend his 
department for recent drug busts and showed the Council photos of some of the seized 
items.  Council Member Magness expressed his gratitude for all the hard work that the 
School Resource Officers do in the Harrison schools. 
 
Public Works: 
Director of Public Works Phillips advised the Council that the work on the Lake Harrison 
playground was moving forward and there would be a meeting concerning the grant the 
next day.  Phillips went on the report that the City had received the $1.6 million dollar 
grant from the Federal government and for Goblin Drive expansion.  He explained that 
the City would be picking an Engineering firm soon. 
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Fire: 
Fire Chief Marc Lowery gave an update on the Fire for April and answered questions 
from the Council.  Lowery went on to advise that the new fire truck, that was ordered, is 
in production and they hoped to receive it later this summer. 
 
Accounting: 
Director of Finance Luke Feighert was absent, but provided a financial update to the 
Council by recorded video message.  Feighert advised the Council that Municipal 
League had contacted the City to report that they would be increasing the City’s Health 
Insurance premiums by 10% beginning in July 2019. 
 
Information Technology: 
IT Director Wilson gave the Council an update on IT work being done across the City 
and advised about upcoming training classes coming up for the employees. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Finance: 
Health Insurance: 
Council Member Magness discussed the Health Insurance increase and explained that 
per the current contract Municipal Leage was intitled to increase the premiums and that 
the Council would have to consider the impact on the remaining 2019 Budget. 
 
Longevity Pay for Police and Fire Departments: 
As discussed in committee Police Chief Graddy and Fire Chief Lowery addressed the 
Council and asked to amend their current 2019 budgets and to add Annual Longevity 
Pay for employees that had been with the City for 10 years or longer, to be paid in 
December.  Both Chiefs explained that they have the money in their current budgets, 
they were asking to do some reallocations to cover the Longevity pay for this year.  
They advised that they would then create a line item for Longevity Pay in future 
budgets.  After discussion Council Member Creager made a motion to allow Police and 
Fire to reallocate funds with in their current budget to allow for Longevity Pay for 
employees with at least 10 years of service, and to pay it in December.  Council 
Member Cone seconded the motion.  

The vote on the motion was: 
 Chris Head ....................... Yes Mary Jean Creager................ Yes 
 Mitch Magness ................... No Linda DeWald .......................... No 
 Bill Boswell ......................... No Heath Kirkpatrick ................... Yes 
 Joel Williams .................... Yes Wayne Cone ......................... Yes 
 Council Votes 5-Yes; 3-No, Motion Carried 
 

Sinkhole Investigation: 
As discussed in committee, Public Works Director Phillips presented the Council with 
two quotes to from GeoEngineers concerning underground investigating of the sinkhole 
on Chelsea Circle.  The quote was $16,500 to investigate the sinkhole and surrounding 
area, and an additional $4,200 to investigate upstream of the sinkhole area to determine 
why the water flow is going underground.  After further discusstion Council Member 
Boswell moved to approve a $20,700 expense to fund both issues.  Council Member 
Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
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Public Works & Transportation: 
Capps Road Sidewalk Grant: 
As discussed in committee Public Works Director Phillips presented the Council with 
information and a resolution titled: 

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE 
CITY OF HARRISON TO UTILIZE FEDERAL-AID 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM FUNDS 
After discussion Council Member Boswell moved to approve the resolution as 
presented.  Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Inland Waste / Orion Contract: 
As discussed in committee Public Works Director Phillips presented the Council a 
contract modification between the City and Orion Waste Solutions for the Council to 
consider.  After discussion Council Member Magness made a motion to allow the Mayor 
to sign the contract.  Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
Highway Department Meeting Update: 
Director of Public Works Phillips gave the Council a brief update concerning a meeting 
that he and the Mayor had attended in Little Rock.  Phillips advised that ARDOT was 
very receptive and helpful and outlined some of the improvements that ARDOT was 
looking at in the upcoming years and how Harrison would participate with them in those 
projects. 
 
Resources & Policy 
Business License Ordinance: 
As discussed in Committee, Council Member Head presented the Council with an 
ordinance titled: 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCE 1337 
OF THE CITY CODE OF HARRISON, ARKANSAS 

REGARDING THE CITY BUSINESS LICENSE 
Aftter brief discussion Council Member Magness moved to place it on its second 
reading, by title only.  Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all 
ayes, motion carried.   
 
Revised Alcohol Ordinance: 
Council Member Head presented the Council with a proposed ordinance titled: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HARRISON CITY CODE TITLE 4.40 AND ALL 
SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS TO REGULATE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 

and asked City Clerk Pratt to explain the need for the ordianance.  Pratt advised that 
this was simply a clean up ordinance suggested by the City ABC Board taking all of the 
other ordinances amending the original ordinance and rolling them all into one current 
ordinance.  It was felt that it would be less confusing to the vendors and the public.  The 
new ordinance also changed the way some of the supplemental payments are made to 
the City making it much easier on the vendors.  After brief discussion Council Member 



Page 4 of 5 

 

Magness moved to place the ordinance on its first reading, by title only.  Council 
Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried.  Council 
Member Magness then moved to suspend the rules, due to a timing issue with the 
upcoming annual licensing, and place the ordinance on its second and third readings, 
by title only.  Council Member Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, 
motion carried.  Council Member Cone then made a motion to enact the Emergency 
Clause.  Council Member Magness seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, 
motion carried.  Council Member Magness then moved to adopt the ordinance.  Council 
Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Mayor Comments: 
Cleam Premises Ordinance: 
Mayor Jackson advised that the City had been working hard to clean up the City, and 
has been making great progress.  The Mayor went on to report that the City’s Clean 
Premises ordinance did not address commercial properties.  It was his thoughts that if 
we are going to require citizens to keep their property clean then why would we not 
require the same of our commercial properties.  The Mayor then asked Council Member 
Head if he would have his committee look into a Commercial Clean Premises 
ordinance, and report back at the June committee meeting.  Fire Chief Lowery 
expressed that his department was also looking into the issue, and Council Member 
Cone volunteered to work on the issue as well. 
 
Mayoral Appointments – Parks and Rec: 
Mayor Jackson advised the Council that he would like to appoint Scott Tennyson and 
Bo Phillips to 5 year terms on the Parks and Rec Commission.  Council Member 
Williams moved to approve the appointment of Scott Tennyson.  Council Member Cone 
seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried.  Council Member 
Magness then moved to approve the appointment of Bo Phillips.  Council Member 
Kirkpatrick seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Durand Center Update: 
Mayor Jackson advised the Council that the City had not received any real information 
concerning the City taking over the Durand Center from North Arkansas College for a 
new City Hall.  The Mayor went on to say that he hoped to have more information 
sometime in June. 
 
Spring Clean Up: 
Mayor Jackson advised the Council that the City Wide Spring Clean Up was wrapping 
up.  He praised Orion Waste Solutions for all their help and thanked them for all their 
efforts to make it such a good success. 
 
Recycling Labels: 
Mayor Jackson advised the Council that the labeling of the recycling containers was 
going well.  He wanted to thank the volunteers that have been so helpful in getting these 
done, and advised that the project was still underway. 
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Citizen Comments: 
Severe Weather Safe Rooms: 
The question was asked if Harrison had any public Safe Rooms or Storm Shelters that 
were open to the public during severe weather.  The Mayor explained that he had been 
looking into the issue and that currently there were none in Harrison.  It was also 
reported that the Schools, while they had areas that they took the kids when severe 
weather threatened, the schools were not Storm Shelters per FEMA regulations.  Mayor 
Jackson stated that he had recently met with area Pastors and asked them to consider 
coming up with some churches that could possibly help in severe weather.  Council 
Member Cone advised that the Red Cross used to work with the County Office of 
Emergency Services and they had some set up. 
 
Public Works Employees Retiring: 
Mayor Jackson announced that Public Works had 3 long time employees retiring.  
Jeremy Johnson – 25 years, Bruce Richardson – 30 years, Loyce Saling 37 years.  The 
Council thanked them for their dedication and service to the City. 
 
Harrison Regional Chamber of Commerce: 
Bob Largent CEO of the Chamber addressed the Council and the public concerning an 
upcoming public forum about North Arkansas Medical Center on May 30th at the Durand 
Center.  Largent expressed how the health and well being of the hospital was vital to the 
Citys future and economic development, and encouraged everyone to attend. 
Largent then went on to thank the City for all the help during the Crawdad Days 
Festival. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
_____________________                         _____________________ 
Jerry Jackson, Mayor                      Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer 


