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 City of Harrison 
Council Meeting 

January 24, 2019 – 6:00 pm 
 
 
Mayor Jackson called the City Council Meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call:  Chris Head: P; Mary Jean Creager: P; Mitch Magness: P; Linda DeWald: P 
 Bill Boswell: P; Heath Kirkpatrick: P; Joel Williams: P; Wayne Cone: P 
 
Alderman Heath Kirkpatrick lead the group in prayer. 
Mayor Jackson lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of previous minutes: 
The minutes from the December 13, 2018 Council meeting were presented to the Council 
for their approval.  Council Member Magness moved to approve the minutes as presented.  
Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
The minutes from the January 1, 2019 Special Called Council meeting were presented to 
the Council for their approval.  Council Member Boswell moved to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Council Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Department Reports: 
Police: 
Chief of Police Graddy presented the Council with the December Police Department report 
and addressed questions from the Council.  He advised that the department had just went 
through some restructuring and has now formed a Narcotics Division, and was able to do it 
without hiring any additional officers. 
 
Public Works: 
Dirictor of Public Works Wade Phillips gave a brief update on the Lake Harrison Search 
and Recovery operation.  Phillips advised that with the Lake being searched and cleared, 
the efforts would now shift to removal of the dirt and cleaning up and reopening the park.  
Council Member DeWald asked to be updated on the status of the samples of tissue sent 
to the State Crime Lab.  Chief Graddy advised that the department had been notified that 
the sample sent to the lab was determined to not contain any viable DNA. 
 
Fire: 
Fire Chief Marc Lowery gave an update on the Fire Departments status with the Villines 
Search and Recovery Efforts.  He advised that the search would continue when water 
levels changed and each time there was a significant flow of water that could possibly stir 
up the bottom of the creek. 
Lowery then went on to advise the Council that the Fire Department was now being 
dispatched directly by 911 and was also responding now to all medical calls with the 
ambulance.  He advised that this was a benefit to the community in that sometimes the fire 
personnel were arriving on scene prior to the ambulance and able to begin administering 
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aid.  He felt that in medical situations where seconds count this would be a huge benefit to 
the public. 
 
Accounting: 
Director of Finance Luke Feighert reported on the November Financials and answered 
question from the Council.  He went on to report that the City had issued 267 W-2’s in 
January.  His department was continuing to close out 2018, but advised that he could not 
close ou the year until after February 28th per Legislative Audit to allow all expenses to 
come in and be posted in the proper year. 
 
Information Technology: 
Director of Information Technology David Wilson gave the Council a report of recent 
activities and purchases for the City’s IT in various departments.  Wilson went on to advise 
the Council on upcoming upgrades to servers and software to better assist the departments 
and the citizens. 
 
Parks and Recreation: 
Director of Parks and Recreation Chuck Eddington gave the Council a brief update on 
recent activities in the department.  Eddington went on to announce that the City had 
received several AAA tournaments that they had bid on and was working to establish a 
couple additional tournaments.  Eddington reported on the number of teams attending 
these tournaments and the economic impact to the City and Business Community. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Finance: 
Council Member Magness presented the Council with a proposal for an expenditure for 
additional lighted Christmas Wreaths for the Lake Harrison Park area for the 2019 
Christmas season.  This was discussed in Committee and was voted to present to full 
Council.  Magness introduced Rich Shoenberger, chair of the Light Up Harrison committee, 
who gave a report to the Council on the project.  After discussion Council Member Boswell 
moved to approve $10,000 be appropriated to the project.  Council Member Williams 
seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Internal Affairs: 
Council Member DeWald presented the full council a proposal from her committee 
requesting approval to purchase three treadmills for the Employee Wellness Committee.  
The total cost to be $632.80.  Council Member Cone moved to approve the purchase.  
Council Member Magness seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Public Works: 
Council Member Boswell advised the Council that he had been in meetings with Public 
Works Director Phillips concerning the issues and rate increase request with Inland 
Services.  He advised that he would have more information to take up at the February 
Committee meeting. 
 
 
Old Business:  
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New Business: 
Mayoral Appointments: 
Mayor Jackson presented the Council with 3 appointments to the Planning Commission. 
Mayor Jackson announced that he would like to appoint Larry Davis to the Planning 
Commission.  Council Member Williams moved to approve the appointment.  Council 
Member Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried.   
Mayor Jackson then announced that he would like to appoint Kelsey Bardwell to the 
Planning Commission.  Council Member Magness moved to approve the appointment.  
Council Member Kirkpatrick seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
Mayor Jackson then announced that he would like to re-appoint Mike Norton to the 
Planning Commission.  Council Member Williams moved to approve the appointment.  
Council Member Magness seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Mayor Comments: 
Municipal League Meetings in Little Rock: 
Mayor Jackson gave the Council an update on the Municipal League meetings that he had 
just attended.  He went on to share that he felt the department heads should be attending 
these meetings and encouraged the Council to attend future meetings. 
 
City Hall / Durand Center Update: 
Mayor Jackson gave a brief update to the Council concerning ongoing discussion with 
North Arkansas College in regards to moving City Hall to the Durand Center portion of the 
College Center Campus. 
 
Villines Search and Recovery Update: 
Mayor Jackson advised the Council that the City Administration and Department Heads 
had met privately with the members of the Villines family to advise them that Lake Harrison 
had been cleared and that the search in the Lake was now over. 
 
Citizen Comments: 
Bob Creamer addressed the Council and asked some questions concerning the City’s Plan 
to move to the Durand Center.  He expressed some concerns about losing the convention 
center space and breakout rooms for events that have been held there.  Mayor Jackson 
advised that the convention center and most of the break out rooms would remain in tack 
and that it was the City’s plan to continue rent out and use the space, as intended, to host 
meetings and events. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
_____________________                         _____________________ 
Jerry Jackson, Mayor                      Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer 


