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WARRIOR TALK 
CELIA J. NAMED STUDENT OF THE YEAR 

 

                  

Celia J., New Student of the Year 

She Has What It Takes 
BY DR. POTATO 

5th grader Celia J. has recently been named Woodlawn 
Elementary’s Student of the Year. In order to obtain this 
high honor, Celia had to first maintain all A’s in all 
subjects from Kindergarten until now. She also had to 
submit a paragraph stating why she thought she should 
be chosen. Celia said she wrote her paragraph on the 
three characteristics of a Woodlawn Warrior: “safety, 
responsibility, and respect.” Her paragraph explained  
how she either exemplified those characteristics or 
desired to have them. 
Celia also had to submit a resume of sorts, listing what 
kind of activities she participates in and what kind of 
community service opportunities she had been a part of 
and any awards she had received.  Celia was able to list 
off quite of few ways she has served her community. 
She has been a part of Operation Christmas Child, the 
Race for the Cure, and Meals on Wheels.  She has also 
been awarded the Principal’s Award, in 2nd grade and 
again in 3rd grade. Outside of school and serving her 
community, Celia enjoys dance and attending church. 
When asked about how it felt to be named student of the 
year, Celia replied “it was surprising, and such a relief.” 
She said she felt relief because she “really wanted to be 
chosen, she wanted to bring honor to Woodlawn 
Elementary.”  Out of 15 or more students, Celia proved 
that she has what it takes to represent our school on 
January 6th in hopes of winning  Student of Ouachita 
Parish. No matter the outcomes of January 6th, this 
Woodlawn Warrior Tribe is proud to have her represent 
our school. 

 
Photo Credit: pincrestmiddleschool@opsb.net 

Pinecrest Pirates, A Sinking Ship? 
BY EMMA LEE 

Starting the next school year, 2020, the 
Pinecrest Pirates might be forced to 
join the Woodlawn Warriors. It has 
been proposed from the Ouachita 
Parish School Board that Pinecrest 
Middle School should be closed. Their 
elementary school would remain, but 
their 6th-8th grade students would join 
the students at Woodlawn Junior High. 
According to KNOE, school board 
members are considering moving the 
students for better educational 
opportunities such as  high school 
level electives and other 
extracurricular opportunities. 
Currently, Pinecrest Middle is not able 
to offer those activities because of 
their small class sizes. Many of their 
students already participate in 
Woodlawn Junior High sports and the 
band. However, many Pinecrest 
parents are not convinced that this is a 
good move. They are concerned that 
they won’t get the same hands-on 
instruction in the classroom. 
According to the parents,  the small 
classes are a direct correlation to their 
high-test scores. As one parent says, 
“it speaks volumes.” 

Publicschoolsreview.com shows that in the 
year 2017, Pinecrest Middle had 79% of its 
students scoring proficiency math, above the 
state average of 63%, and 89% of its students 
scoring proficiency in language arts, above the 
state average by 69%. KNOE has shown 
Pinecrest’s report card for 2018 to be a 91.8 A, 
second only to West Ridge Middle (92.2 A). 
Woodlawn Junior High is tied with Calhoun 
Middle with a score of 77.4 B. However, test 
scores and school report cards are not the only 
concerns. A lot of  Pinecrest students are also 
worried about the possible  transition. Natalie 
G., a current Pinecrest student says, “ I wonder 
if it really will be good for our education, or if 
it will have a positive or a negative effect on 
us.” Amy Davis, a teacher from Pinecrest 
Middle, feels that the transition could be a 
good thing for her students’ education and 
future, but is also concerned about the possible 
emotional and mental stress this may cause her 
students. She hopes that students will be eased 
into the transition and that the “close-knit 
family atmosphere” that Pinecrest Middle has 
been gifted to the students is not lost if the 
move to Woodlawn goes through. However, 
she also. Both schools await further notice 
from the Ouachita Parish School Board to find 
out if the possible transition has been finalized. 
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All About AR Parties 
How to Get in on the Fun 

Thanksgiving: 
What You Didn’t Know 
BY NANCY  LYNN HANES 

Do you know how Thanksgiving even got started? At 
first the Mayflower was supposed to go to Northern 
Virginia (modern New York State) but landed on Cape 
Cod Harbor due to navigational difficulties. The 
settlers, who were called Pilgrims, arrived in the year of 
1621 at Cape Cod Harbor. The original Thanksgiving 
lasted for 3 days. Now that is a long time! The feast 
wasn’t repeated so it wasn’t the beginning of a new 
tradition at that time. The Pilgrims celebrated the 
Thanksgiving feast a little differently than we do. They 
treated it as a religious day where they went to church 
for most of the day and thanked God for their blessings. 
The Pilgrims and the Wampanoag Indians feasted 
together. The feast lasted between September 21 and 
November 11. The first Thanksgiving did not have 
potatoes on their menu. Surprisingly, they had seafood. 
I don’t know about you, but I certainly don’t eat 
seafood on Thanksgiving. In 1817, New York 
announced that they had adopted Thanksgiving Day as 
an annual custom.  

WJH Boys’ Basketball 
BY PETER QUILL 

Football season is over, and we are deep into basketball 
season! Last issue, we highlighted our Woodlawn 
Junior High football team and coaches. Now, we shift 
the spotlight to basketball. We met with the boys’ head 
basketball coach, Coach Michael Armand, who filled us 
in on how the season is going. Coach says that the team 
is doing “great!” Neither the 7th nor 8th grade teams 
have lost a single game.  
Coach Armand has been coaching basketball for 25 
years. He began playing basketball as a young boy and 
fell in love with the sport. He is now very successful as 
a coach. He started coaching in 1995 as a head 
basketball coach at Monticello High School, later he 
moved on to coach at West Ouachita High School. He 
and his previous teams have been State Runner-Up two 
times and even State Champions once.  
Our coach has some advice for 5th graders who want to 
play next year. His words to aspiring players are: 
“Work hard to be the best you can be in school and 
never be satisfied. There’s always room for 
improvement. If you want to play basketball: practice, 
practice, practice!” 

WJH Girls’ Basketball 
Coach Sanderson has been coaching at Woodlawn for 
16 years. He started coach when he started teaching. 
Coach Sanderson coaches the girls’ basketball team, 
and they are “working very hard this season.” Their 
rival is Calhoun Middle School.  Coach says he likes 
basketball because it never stops moving. He says his 
favorite play is one in which they score. According to 
Coach Sanderson, the way to prepare for basketball is 
by playing basketball in a youth league and attending 
summer workouts.   

BY NANCY LYNN HAYNES 

The Accelerated Reader program is a 
computer-based program that our school 
uses to monitor practice and progress. It 
helps teachers guide students to books 
that are on students’ individual reading 
levels. Mrs. Carver’s goal is to 
encourage students to read books they 
are interested in  and on one’s book 
level. Upon completion of the book, each 
student is encouraged to take an AR test 
to assess the comprehension of the book. 
When a student reaches the AR goals, 
he/she can attend the AR party. The 
library hosts the AR parties for 
25,50,75,and 100-point levels. During 
the parties, we celebrate with drinks, 
snacks, sometimes pizza or a lunch, and 
prizes. Students attending AR parties get 
first choice of new books as they arrive 
throughout the year. Mrs. Carver also 
takes the students who have 100 points 
or higher in an end of the year field trip. 
Reading books for pleasure is a great 
way to travel the world for free!!! 
 
 
 
You can find magic wherever 
you look. Sit back and relax, 

all you need is a book. 
-Dr. Seuss 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Students at an AR Party in the library 

 

Eli C. on defense, waiting for the ball to 
come down. Photo by Peter Quill  
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 Leap Stress and What to Do About It 
 BY DR. SPARKLE BOMB & L.T. POTTER 

Have you ever taken a LEAP test? They can be 
hard but, other times, easy. Even though the 
Leap test isn’t new to fourth and fifth graders, is 
new to third graders. Mrs. Pepper, a third -grade 
teacher, said that her students will be prepared 
and everything she teaches them will help them 
on the Leap. She also said that she thinks her 
kids will do good on questions using sources, 
and she also said, “Getting these children to 
write is like pulling their teeth!” Mrs. Craighead, 
a fifth-grade teacher, said that she hopes her 
students will do good on the Leap test and she 
hopes she’ll prepare them well.  

When asked about what her students will do best 
and worst, she responded by saying, “ there’s a 
variety of strengths across the fifth grade and it is 
too early to tell what they’ll do good and bad.” 
Logan W. and Jaken K. both hope they’ll do good 
on the leap. Brook V. and Solina H. both think 
they'll do good and they’re both confident about 
the leap. Mrs. Carr, a fourth-grade teacher, said 
that her students will do good on the LEAP and 
they’ll do best in Science. Are you worried about 
the LEAP? 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Students take pictures with Miss Louisiana. Photo by Stephanie Cobb 

 

Miss Louisiana Visits Woodlawn Elementary 
BY MISS GLITTER &  NANCY LYNN HAYNES 

Meagan Crews, Miss Louisiana, came to Woodlawn on Halloween. Miss 
Louisiana is twenty-two and lives in Bossier City. She was crowned on 
June 22,2019. This was her third year to compete. She is going to college 
to study law. She said she was four years old when she met her first Miss 
Louisiana. She will be trying out for Miss America in December. She had 
two rules. One was to raise your hand before you speak and the second 
was to be quiet when she says ''a swoosh over the crowd.” The main thing 
she talked about was leadership which means to be a leader of a team. 
Her two examples of leadership were a quarterback and a princess. She 
also said ''It doesn't take a special person to make Leadership.'' Miss 
Louisiana told us to repeat after her with four letters.  
L- Live healthy and happily 
E- Educate yourself 
A- Accept yourself and others 
D- Dream and shoot for the stars 
We are happy to say we got to take a picture with Miss Louisiana. It was 
a great experience to meet her. 

 

Christmas Around the World 
BY JENRO 

Christmas is celebrated around the world by 
164 countries; however, the beloved holiday is 
not celebrated in the same way. In France, 
children do not put out stockings, but shoes to 
be filled with sweets. In Germany, families 
only put up a Christmas tree on Christmas Eve. 
In South Korea Santa might be caught wearing 
a blue suit instead of red. England also 
celebrates the holiday differently. Instead of 
putting their letters to Santa in the mailbox, 
they burn their letters in the chimney because 
they believe that Santa reads the smoke. The 
English also have a special tradition of opening 
“crackers” on Christmas Day. 

Crackers are a container that looks like a giant 
candy, and is filled with a toy, a joke, and a 
colorful paper crown. It makes a firecracker 
sound when it opens, hence the name “cracker.” 
The crown inside is to honor the wise men who 
came to visit baby Jesus. Most countries 
celebrate the holiday in December, but not just 
on the 24th and 25th. Many countries actually 
celebrate for three days, the 24th-26th. The day 
after Christmas is called boxing day and is a day 
for donating to charities. While Christmas looks 
a little different around the world, the central 
parts are still the same. The birth of Jesus Christ 
is honored and recognized, children receive 
gifts, and people participate in generous giving. 
It’s nice to know that there are some things that 
we all agree on. 

 
A Christmas Cracker 

 

A crown from inside a Christmas Cracker 

 

Student prepares for Leap.  Photo by Tracee 
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Yearbooks are on Sale Now 
BY NIKKI HALL 

Yearbooks will be sold online only this year. Yearbooks will be on sale 
for $35 now until January 3st. Starting February 1st until May they will 
cost $40. To order a yearbook go to 
www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1084503/Woodlawn-
Elementary-School/ 
 

 

Christmas Jokes by frufalfun4boys.com 

 

 

 

What does the gingerbread man put on his bed? 
 
 
What do you call a reindeer who wears earmuffs? 
 
 
What is an elf’s favorite kind of music? 

Cookie Sheets 

Anything you want! He can’t hear you!  

Wrap Music 


